October 2013

Important dates




Oct. 14: Alva Inc. general public
meeting, 7 p.m. Alva Community
Center; Alva Fire District board
meeting Styles Road station
Oct. 15: The Alva School “School
Advisory Council” meeting, 6 p.m.
in the media center



Oct. 17: North Olga Community
Planning Panel, 6 p.m. Bayshore
Fire Station
 Oct. 24: United Nations Day
 Oct. 31: Halloween
Important reads


See Alvafl.org to read minutes from
past Alva Inc. meetings and newsletters

Inside info
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Quick notes
1. Send newsletter items to
ruanedon@aol.com
2. Stay current with your dues. See
Alvafl.org for rates and membership
details. Mail dues to Ruby Daniels,
P.O. Box 2022, Alva, Fl 33920.
Checks should be made out to:
A Living Vision of Alva

River Hall plan on the rocks
River Hall officials were tightlipped
Sept. 25 after Lee County Commissioners couldn’t reach a decision on their
plan to add 1,000 housing units.
The board deadlocked 2-2 in its
voting, so the plan won’t be forwarded
to the state for further consideration.
State review is required when changing
the county’s land use plan.
The property is owned by GreenPointe Communities and already is approved for 1,999 units. About 15 percent of the units have been built so far.
GreenPointe’s attorney, Russell
Schropp, said he couldn’t comment on
what options might exist now.
GreenPointe wants to develop the
southern portion of the project as it has
other parts. But it ran into a problem
proving that there was an “overriding
public necessity” for the changes. The
term is not defined by the county.
County Commissioners were not
comfortable with moving forward without knowing more about the term.
A demonstration of an overriding
public necessity when changing the
density on rural lands is required by
four community plans covering northeast Lee County.
The language is included in the land
development code amendment proposed by Alva Inc.
There were 24 speakers against and
10 for GreenPointe’s plan. Some oppo-

nents argued that approving the project
without a clear demonstration of overriding public necessity would gut the
language in the community plans and
show disrespect for the thousands of
county dollars and the hours volunteers
spent to gather public support and
write the plans.
County Commissioner Frank Mann
voted against forwarding the plan to the
state.

Fall a time for changes
Daylight Savings Time ends Nov.
3 so make sure to set your clocks
back one hour.
Alva Fire Chief Joey Tiner also
urges people to change the batteries in their smoke alarms,

Ibis over pasture at Traverse Dr. & North River Road.

MOGHOP a way station for spiritual travelers

This isn’t paradise,
unless you’re a frog

The Mother of God House of Prayer
has a full month of activities in October for those who want to enrich their
spiritual lives.
The nondenominational retreat
center is located at 17880 Cypress
Road, which intersects North River
Road.
To contact the office call (239) 7283614 or send an email to: moghop@embarqmail.com
Oct. 2, 9:30 -11:30 a.m. Rohr DVD series. $15
Oct. 2, 1:30—3:30 p.m. Spiritual Book
Club: Journey with Henri Nouwen.
Topic: A Spirituality of Living, $25 includes book.
Oct. 5, 10 a.m.– 3 p.m., The Journey of
the Mystic Warrior: Native American

Nearly 65 inches of rain between mid April
and Sept. 27 and made some horseback riding,
biking and hiking trails impassable in the Caloosahatchee Regional Park.
The park received 16.35 inches in September
alone.
Water was thigh deep on parts of the north
side trails, according to the Lee County Parks and
Recreation website, where updates periodically
are posted (See leeparks.org) .
Hiking trails on the southside were muddy
and under water in some places.
Alva should be rain weary by now and looking
forward to the dry season. Pastures are flooded
and unpaved driveways and yards are turning
into a dark chocolate soup.

Wisdom, Ceremony and Medicine.
Part 1 of 3. $75 for the series, $25 per
session
Oct. 5, 9:30 a.m.—11:30 a.m. Introduction to C.G. Jung: Life, Work and
Challenge to Christianity. Topic: Jung’s
autobiography, “Memories, Dreams,
Reflections.” Four sessions. $15 per
session.
Oct. 9, 9:30 –11:30 a.m. The Practice
of Contemplative Prayer. $15
Oct. 26, Noon—5 p.m. Social Justice
Conference: Awaken to Spirit! Awaken to Action!
Keynote speaker, Sr. Sallie Latkovich . $30 (preregister); $40 at the
door. $10 for students Location: First
Baptist Church of Fort Myers, 1735
Jackson St., Ft Myers, FL 33901.
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Lee County budget balanced,
but at what cost to conservation?
Lee County commissioners raided the Conservation 20/20 fund to all but erase a deficit in next
year’s budget.
The new budget approved Sept. 18 and effective as of Oct. 1 increases property taxes by about
$24 per $1,000 of taxable property values.
The county will get about $26 million from the
voter-approved conservation tax. The question
raised by Commissioner Frank Mann is whether
the commission will tap the fund again next year.
Conservation 20/20 money has paid for thousands of acres in northeast Lee County. Those
include the Telegraph Creek, Bob Janes, Daniels at
Spanish Creek, Alva Scrub, Caloosahatchee preserves and the Hickey Creek Mitigation Park.

The newsletter is published
monthly and distributed by email.
A condensed, printed version is
available at selected businesses.
The newsletter carries news and
information about ALVA and North
Olga.
To receive the full newsletter,
send your email address to Alva
Inc. President Ruby Daniels at rubydaniels@embarqmail.com.
Written and photo contributions are accepted. Send them to
editor Don Ruane at ruanedon@aol.com by the 15th of each
month. Please Include the name,

daytime phone and email of the
author. Photos, charts and

Residential * Commercial
Creek Land

graphics should be in Jpeg form.

239-728-5481
Services Provided by

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and materials

M &M Horticulture: debris removal

DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to wild

Matthew Miller Tractors:

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

Tractors, Trailers

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping,

Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

ponds, waterfalls

School year kicks off
with food drive, fundraiser and basketball
The Alva School students moved to
help others in their community as well as
themselves during September.
Students hoped to celebrate a seasonopening victory for the boys basketball
team, but the Veterans Park Academy of
Arts players put a fast end to that with
their aggressive play. They took the lead
in the first period and never looked back.
A food drive with a target of five cans
per student, or 4,500 cans from the
school, was launched on September 23
and stretched to Oct. 4.
By the end of the month the cans and
boxes of food were stacking up.
First grade teacher Michele Riley coordinated the event.
The Salvation Army will benefit from
the collection.
A move-a-thon also was held to begin
raising $10,000 to help the school buy
items that will enhance the education of
the students. Such items included
new uniforms, library books, and supplies
for the fine and performing arts. Contributions from the alumni and community are
welcome, principal Lynn Edward said.
The school art department also has
been busy. Twenty student works are going to be displayed Oct. 22 at the “Designs
and Dreams Open House/Gallery Walk” at

New website:
The Alva School has a new website. Look for alv.leeschools.net/
to follow the Ramblers, and learn
about the school and its role in the
history of Alva.
the Lee County Public Education Center.
The show is open to the public and runs
from 5-7 p.m.
The department’s middle school division also is looking for volunteers to help
with tasks such as sorting, cutting and
organizing work to be done. Talented
artists also are welcome to visit and share
their skills.

The Alva School’s boys basketball team
opened its season Sept. 17. They played hard
against Veterans Park Academy of the Arts
but lost 39-9.

School SAC to meet Oct. 15
The Alva School advisory committee
developing a school improvement plan is
scheduled to meet at 6 p.m. Oct. 15 in the
school’s media room.
 SAC members: Parents, teachers,
students, administrators, support
staff, business/industry people and
other interested people.
 Responsibility: To enhance student
success. Developing the school improvement plan,
 How: SAC conducts a needs assessment of factors affecting learning..
 Outcome: SAC helps to clarify the
school’s vision and to establish goals
for success.
 Focus: Learning needs of students
and communication with the public.

COMMUNITY CONTACTS
FIRE/RESCUE/SAFETY
9-1-1 EMERGENCIES
1-800-222-1222 Poison Control
Excellence in child care,
welfare,
and education
License: C20E0055
Jim and Kelly Green, Owners
14801 Palm Beach Blvd.,
Suite 200 Fort Myers FL
33905 .
Office: (239) 680-0104
Fax: (239) 694-0105

NON-EMERGENCY
728-2223 Alva Fire Department
543-3443 Bayshore Fire Department
694-2833 Fort Myers Shores Fire Dept
344-1600 Lehigh Acres Fire Department
477-1000 Sheriff’s Office
728-2882 Alva Community Center
728-2882 Olga Community Center
694-0398 Caloosahatchee Regional Park

Research adds to Lake grave’s story

Tell us what you know
about the burial ground

News-Press writer Amy Williams has
learned more about Susan Soper, who is
buried in the old Lake cemetery.
Alva Inc. is researching the cemetery in
hopes of preserving it for posterity.
Williams reported in a recent edition that
Soper was born in Providence R.I. in 1839
and died at 81 of arteriosclerosis.
She married William Soper in 1856. He
died in 1882. They had six children. Three of
those children survive her.

Anyone with information
about the Lake cemetery is
asked to contact Alva Inc.
president Ruby Daniels at:
rbydanels@embarqmail.com
or this newsletter at: ruanedon@aol.com.

Alva residents see historic swim first hand
The amazing feat completed Sept. 2 by
marathon swimmer Diana Nyad was
completed with the help of two people
from Alva and one from Lehigh Acres.
Nyad is the former Olympic champion
who completed the swim from Havana to
Key West without a shark cage. The
swim was Nyad’s third attempt to make

the 110-mile swim. She also wore a protective mask against jelly fish stings.
Helping her to stay on course was local ship captain John Barlett, who handled navigation duties.
In the water with Nyad were kayakers
Elke Thuerling of Alva and Don McCumber of Lehigh Acres.

Take a hike! (in or near Alva that is)
Hickey Creek
 17908 S.R. 80
 Gopher tor toise habitat
 862 acres
 One mile
creekfront




Fishing pier
Picnic areas

Manatee Park
 10901 S.R. 80
 17 acres
 Manatee viewing
 100,000 visi
tors/year
 Education

programs
Interpretive
talks

ALVA: Facts and FAQ’s
What is ALVA Inc.?
ALVA, Inc. is a local civic organization
whose mission is to preserve and protect
the unique historical, rural, agricultural
and equestrian ambiance of Alva, Florida.

Who belongs to ALVA Inc.?
Membership is open to all residents, business and property owners of Alva. To join,
please go to Alvafl.org, print a membership form, complete and mail it with your
dues to Alva Inc., P. O. Box 2022, Alva FL
33920.

Is ALVA Inc. tax-exempt?
It is incorporated under Chapter 617 of
the Florida Statutes and has tax-exempt,
501(c)3, not-for profit status.

Is ALVA Inc. a watchdog of sorts?
www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

ALVA, Inc. strives to become aware of development, zoning, and other proposals
and plans that will impact the area, bring
about community awareness, and work
toward constructive solutions consistent
with community goals.

What is the purpose of ALVA Inc.?

Mother of God House of Prayer
Spiritual Renewal Center
Spiritual Direction * Retreats * Group Presentations
17880 CYPRESS RD * ALVA, FL 33920
(239) 728-3614 * FAX (239) 728-3760
moghop@embarqmail.com www.moghop.com

The purpose is to provide a forum for
community planning in consonance with
the mission statement. Examples of activities include development of a Community
Plan, Standards of Development Within
The Alva Planning Area, an “Overlay” to
protect the rural and historic ambiance of
North River Road, and establishment of
commercial development standards for
the SR 80 corridor.

