Breaking news
Gov makes his choice

November 2013

Mike Stottlemyer passes away
Alva Inc. board
member Mike
Stottlemyer, 69,
died at home Oct.
26. A service was
held on Oct. 31.
Stottlemyer 69,
was an avid traveler, fisherman and
student of Civil War
history. He also was
active in the Bayshore Community
Association.
He retired after

CenturyLink
marketing
manager Brian
Hamman reHamman
placed Lee
County Commissioner
Tammy Hall on Oct. 29.
Hall resigned to face a
federal wire fraud
charge. Hamman must
run for election next
year to keep the seat.

Commission chairman pays a visit to Alva
Lee County Commission Chairman Cecil Pendergrass asked
for more information about Alva Inc.’s goals and positions on
development questions during a surprise visit to the October
general membership meeting.

Stottlemyer

38 years with Verizon Telephone Co.
Stottlemyer is
survived by several
cousins and his
fiancé, Sally Barrow.

President Ruby Daniels presented him with the latest version of the proposed land development code changes for Alva
with county planning staff comments included.
Pendergrass also addressed other county issues including
the recent River Hall proposal increasing the density of the
Pendergrass
project. He didn’t know the subdivision on Palm Beach Boulevard was considered part of Alva when he was supportive of the proposal, he said.
His concerns now are whether River Hall will sue the county, resubmit its proposal
when the commission make up is more favorable and what would
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Important dates









Nov. 11: Alva Inc. general public
meeting, 7 p.m. Alva Community
Center; Alva Fire District board
meeting Styles Road station
Nov. 9: Family Fun Day, The First
Baptist Church of Alva, 1-5 p.m.
Nov. 14: The Alva School Fall
Concert, 6 p.m., middle school
auditorium
Nov. 21: North Olga Community
Planning Panel, 6 p.m. Bayshore
Fire Station
Nov. 28: Thanksgiving

Inside info
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Irby Clay, an early teacher in Alva, lived here.

107-year-old house sheltered Alva school teacher
The house used by one
of Alva’s first school
teachers is in disrepair,
but it’s owner has an interest in historic preservation.

Alva inc. president Ruby Daniels, with backing
from those attending the
Oct. 14 general members
meeting, will look into
preservation possibilities

with the new owner: Henry D. O’Connell.
Irby Clay lived in the
1906 house at 21320
Palm Beach Blvd. east of
Matt Miller’s store.

Saying NO! to crime
Alice Washington of the Charleston Park Neighborhood Associations waves during the Oct. 4 night against crime. Members of the Alva Fire
District and the Lee County Sheriff’s Office and neighborhood children rode through the neighborhood to raise awareness.

Community celebrates efforts to drive down crime
Residents marked the years of progress against crime with a parade and cookout on
Oct. 4 with the help of the Charleston Park Neighborhood Association..
Household burglaries are the most common crime in northeast Lee County area, but
few are being reported in Charleston Park, according to Lee County Sheriff’s Office
crime prevention specialist Larry Gutridge. Residents watch out for one another, said
long-time resident Birdie Baker.
Once people decided they were tired of break-ins and other crimes the problem
began to decrease, said Jannine Smith, who has lived 50 years in Charleston Park.

Freezer problems
put pantry on ice
A pantry operated by the Charleston
Park Neighborhood Association for the
community’s needy closed this summer
after its freezers went on the blink and
couldn't be repaired or replaced. Meat
provided by the Harry Chapin Food Bank
in Fort Myers was thawing by the time it
arrived in Charleston Park. The meat had
to be distributed right away since there
was no way to store it. That wasn’t possible so the service shut down,

Morning mow
Pasture at River Wind Cove gets a trim as an egret glides in for an easy chance at breakfast.

ALVA Inc. Newsletter
The newsletter is published monthly and distributed by email. A condensed, printed version is
available at selected businesses.
The newsletter carries news and information about ALVA and North Olga.
To receive the full newsletter, send your email address to Alva Inc. President Ruby Daniels at
rubydaniels@embarqmail.com.
Written and photo contributions are accepted. Send them to editor Don Ruane at ruanedon@aol.com by the 15th of each month. Please Include the name, daytime phone and email
of the author. Photos, charts and graphics should be in Jpeg form.

ALVA INC.
Services Provided by

Residential * Commercial
Creek Land
239-728-5481

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and materials

M &M Horticulture: debris removal

DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to wild

Matthew Miller Tractors:

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

Tractors, Trailers

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping,

Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

ponds, waterfalls

Family Fun Day Nov. 9

Baptists mark half century
of service to Alva area
Family fun and a milestone will come
together Nov. 9 at the First Baptist Church
of Alva.
Members and the public can play and
eat from 1-5 p.m. on the six-acre campus
on Joel Boulevard, one half mile south of
Palm Beach Boulevard.
For more information about the event
call 239-728-2034, look on the web at
alvabaptist.com or email: facebook.com/
alvabaptist
The church opened in December 1963
as the Alva Baptist Mission. It took its present name in 1970 after it became an
independent, self-sustaining church.
Members are proud that the church is
debt free. That enables the church to pay
to bring in speakers and support a communitywide effort in conjunction with

Long-time pastor George Henderson, left, and current pastor Robert
Roper, lead the First Baptist Church
of Alva at right.

Alva’s Church of God and Alva United
Methodist Church. Every fifth Sunday they
have a joint service and the collection
goes to help the community.
Long-time pastor George Henderson,
who retired in December, was known for
his counseling skills and as the host of a
local radio show.
He also was the first white pastor to
reach out to Charleston Park in the mid1960s.

“I said look, this is Alva. We want to be
involved with you and we want you to be
involved with us,” Henderson said.
The church continues to serve people
from all walks. They find solid, longpracticed values there, according to member Zona Burkhead.
“When you come out here it’s a step
back in time. It’s the old way of doing
things. When I think of our church I think
of stability,” Burkhead said.

The Alva School reports cover
FCAT success, crisis procedures

Alva firefighters test new pumping power..

Performance and school security were on the mind of The Alva School in October.
The school's newsletter pointed parents to the web sites for school accountability report results and for security videos of what to expect in a school crisis. The
links are:
 Alva Elementary: http://doeweb-prd.doe.state.fl.us/eds/nclbspar/year1213/
nclb1213.cfm?dist_schl=36_92
 Alva Middle http://doeweb-prd.doe.state.fl.us/eds/nclbspar/year1213/
nclb1213.cfm?dist_schl=36_91
 Security: mms:/mms.leeschools.net/comm/13-14/safety_procedure_final.wmv

Prepare for dry times
We could have a very active brushfire
season if we experience some dry spells.
The above normal rainfall this summer
has caused significant growth of
the vegetation and underbrush. This
growth increases the fuel load, which will
boost the fire hazard in the dry season.
It is important this winter to keep
trees and shrubs trimmed back and away
from any structures.
Pumping progress
The Alva fire department’s Marine-121
now has pumping capabilities. Utilizing a
donated pump and engine from the Division of Forestry, it has increased the
emergency/fire response capabilities to
the district.
__ Chief Joey Tiner

COMMUNITY CONTACTS
FIRE/RESCUE/SAFETY
9-1-1 EMERGENCIES
1-800-222-1222 Poison Control
Excellence in child care,
welfare,
and education
License: C20E0055
Jim and Kelly Green, Owners
14801 Palm Beach Blvd.,
Suite 200 Fort Myers FL
33905 .
Office: (239) 680-0104
Fax: (239) 694-0105

NON-EMERGENCY
728-2223 Alva Fire Department
543-3443 Bayshore Fire Department
694-2833 Fort Myers Shores Fire Dept
344-1600 Lehigh Acres Fire Department
477-1000 Sheriff’s Office
728-2882 Alva Community Center
728-2882 Olga Community Center
694-0398 Caloosahatchee Regional Park

Pendergrass
happen if the developer decides to walk away from the project.
The chairman also addressed these issues:
Taxes: He noted the commission did not increase the tax rate, but taxes went up
because property values went up. He spoke against raising the tax rate.
Conservation 20/20: The commission didn't raid the fund as reported in the last
newsletter. Instead, it took the money that would be raised in the coming year to
balance the budget.
Baseball spending: All the money for baseball stadiums comes from tourists
through the bed tax they pay when they stay at a hotel or rental home. Property
taxpayers won’t be affected unless a disaster strikes and tourist tax revenue is too
small to make loan payments.
Hertz incentives: An incentive helped Lee County be competitive. Hertz won’t get
the $4 million until it creates job. About 30 to 40 percent of the Hertz employees in
New Jersey are expected to relocate to Lee County, including some to Alva.

Tell us what you know
about this burial ground
Anyone with information about the
Lake family cemetery is asked to contact
Alva Inc. president Ruby Daniels at:
rbydanels@embarqmail.com or this newsletter at: ruanedon@aol.com.
Alva Inc. is exploring how to establish a
record of who is interred there and in developing a plan to care for and preserve
this important part of Alva’s history.

ALVA: Facts and FAQ’s
What is ALVA Inc.?
ALVA, Inc. is a local civic organization
whose mission is to preserve and protect
the unique historical, rural, agricultural
and equestrian ambiance of Alva, Florida.

Who belongs to ALVA Inc.?
Membership is open to all residents, business and property owners of Alva. To join,
please go to Alvafl.org, print a membership form, complete and mail it with your
dues to Alva Inc., P. O. Box 2022, Alva FL
33920.

Is ALVA Inc. tax-exempt?

Late October sunset
A boy tries fisherman’s luck from the Alva boat ramp dock on as the sun settles behind a
blanket of clouds for the night. Photo by Laura Ruane of Alva.

It is incorporated under Chapter 617 of
the Florida Statutes and has tax-exempt,
501(c)3, not-for profit status.

Is ALVA Inc. a watchdog of sorts?
www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

ALVA, Inc. strives to become aware of development, zoning, and other proposals
and plans that will impact the area, bring
about community awareness, and work
toward constructive solutions consistent
with community goals.

What is the purpose of ALVA Inc.?

Mother of God House of Prayer
Spiritual Renewal Center
Spiritual Direction * Retreats * Group Presentations
17880 CYPRESS RD * ALVA, FL 33920
(239) 728-3614 * FAX (239) 728-3760
moghop@embarqmail.com www.moghop.com

The purpose is to provide a forum for
community planning in consonance with
the mission statement. Examples of activities include development of a Community
Plan, Standards of Development Within
The Alva Planning Area, an “Overlay” to
protect the rural and historic ambiance of
North River Road, and establishment of
commercial development standards for
the SR 80 corridor.

