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Important dates









April 14: General membership
meeting. 7 p.m., Alva Community Center.
April 13: Palm Sunday
April 14: Passover begins at sundown
April 17: North Olga Planning
Panel, 6 p.m. at Bayshore Fire
Station
April 18 Good Friday
April 20: Easter Sunday

Charleston Park Day April 26
The annual community day and barbecue runs from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.. Information about community services and
other activities will be provided at the
basketball pavilion. A chicken and ribs
meal is available for $7 for adults and $5
for children. Call 728-8895 or 728-2287
for details.

Inside buzz



River Hall update …...….... Page 2
North Olga’s plan .…………. Page 2

Quick notes
1. Send newsletter items to
ruanedon@aol.com
2. Stay current with your dues. See
Alvafl.org for rates and membership
details. Mail dues to Ruby Daniels,
P.O. Box 2022, Alva, Fl 33920.
Checks should be made out to:
A Living Vision of Alva

April 2014

Strawberries, plants sell off
like hotcakes for garden club
Early risers got first crack March 15 at colorful plants and flowers on sale at the Alva Garden Club’s annual fundraiser for the renovation
of the Alva Museum.
By mid-morning a long line of people tempted beyond self control by lush red strawberries
over homemade shortcake stood in line to buy
a bowl.
Visitors also could learn about Alva Inc., at
our information table, buy a walking stick
carved from live oak, find some good reading at
the used book table or shop among vendors
selling crafts and other items.

Weeds retake Lake cemetery
Fast-growing weeds are taking back the old
Lake cemetery east of Bedman’s Creek.
The area was cleared of palmettos, Brazilian
pepper trees and other vegetation last summer, which revealed at least five graves. Local
residents, however, reported there may have
been 10 times as many. Time and the elements
may have destroyed
markers on those graves.
Alva Inc. is collecting
information about the
cemetery and the people
who were buried there.
Anyone with information
should contact Alva Inc. president Ruby Daniels
at rubydaiels@embarqmail.com.
A local resident who said family members
were in the graveyard cleared the property last
year. But Alva Inc. is discouraging any further
clearing until a way to examine the property for
artifacts or other signs of unknown graves can
be determined and put to use.

More photos ….. Page 2

Church, United Way
battle hunger as one
A Catholic church attended
by many Alva residents is now
working with the United Way
House on Palm Beach Boulevard to expand its pantry services.
The St. Vincent DePaul Catholic Community, which has
been a leading fundraiser during the annual WINK Hunger
Walk, will share its resources to
help the United Way House get
the food it needs to offer a second day of pantry service each
month.
The United Way House is at
4040 Palm Beach Blvd.
The church purchases food
through the Harry Chapin Food
Bank. Chapin is able to convert
each $1 into $6 worth of food.

Legislative leaders
Senate District 30
Sen. Lizbeth Benacquisto
330 Senate Office Building
404 S. Monroe St.
Tallahassee 32399-100
Phone: 850-487-5030
District Office
1926 Victoria Ave.
2nd Floor
Fort Myers 33901
338-2570

House District 79
Rep. Matt Caldwell
218 House Office Building
402 S. Monroe St.
Tallahassee 32399-1300
Phone: 850-717-5079
District Office
Building A
15191 Homestead Road
Lehigh Acres 33971-9749
Phone: 694-0161

Oak Park gives fire district a hand
Oak Park Mobile Home Village residents raised $3,500
and donated it to the Alva Fire Control and Rescue Service
District.
The money will be used for firefighting equipment,
Chief Joey Tiner said.
The firefighters were called out early one morning last
month to fight a fire in the garage of a home on Rewis
Road, which is near Oak Park.
The fire started in the garage and was trying to spread
when firefighters entered the hose and stopped its
spread, saving much of the home and its contents.
The occupants of the home, two cats and a bird were
able to escape without injuries thanks to an alert neighbor. Firefighters from Lehigh Acres and Fort Myers Shores
assisted the Alva district, Tiner said.

Garden Club sale satisfies hungers

COMMUNITY
CONTACTS
FIRE/RESCUE/SAFETY
9-1-1 EMERGENCIES
1-800-222-1222 Poison Control

Whether it was a hunger for words or fresh produce, the
Alva Garden Club’s annual sale for the benefit of the museum tried to satisfy all appetites.

NON-EMERGENCY
728-2223 Alva Fire District
543-3443 Bayshore Fire District
694-2833 Fort Myers Shores Fire
District
303-5300 Lehigh Acres Fire District
477-1000 Sheriff’s Office
728-2882 Alva Community Center
728-2882 Olga Community Center
694-0398 Caloosahatchee Regional
Park
728-2494 The Alva School
693-0349 River Hall Elementary
The Alva School website:
alv.leeschools.net/
School news also can be found at:
twitter.com/alvaramblers

North Olga panel
to meet on April 17
The North Olga Community Planning Panel
will hear from Bayshore
Fire Chief Larry Nisbet
and an update on the
North Olga land development code project at its
next eeting.
The panel meets on
the third Thursday of the
month at 6 p.m. at the
Bayshore Fire Station.

River Hall gets
second chance
The Lee County Board
of County Commissioners agreed April 1 to let
GreenPointe Communities fast track its plan to
build 1,000 additional
homes in the River Hall
development in Alva.
Alva Inc. spoke against
the fast-track plan.
GreenPointe’s plan
was denied last year.
Normally an applicant
would have to go back to
the beginning of the review process.
But GreenPointe argued it is not substantially changing its plans
which already have been
reviewed by the county
and so it should be able
to expedite the second
try.
The expedited process
has not been used before in Lee County.
Some River Hall residents say the county’s
decision sets a bad precedent that other developers will use when they
don’t get the approvals
they are seeking.

Mother of God House of Prayer

Group Presentations

Spiritual Renewal Center

17880 Cypress Rd. Alva, Fl. 33920

Spiritual Direction * Retreats

(239) 728-3614 * FAX (239) 728-3760

Cows grazing on Caloosa 80 pasture at Bateman Road and Palm Beach Boulevard.

Excellence in child care,
welfare,

Caloosa 80 too pricey for Conservation 20/20 board
A 193-acre tract considered important
for animal habitat and for water management reasons couldn't meet the price test
when considered last month by the committee that reviews candidates for Conservation 20/20 funding.
The Caloosa 80 tract at Bateman Road
and Palm Beach Boulevard was offered
at $41,451 per acre, or $8 million in all.
That offer was a “death knell” for the
project., according to John Cassini, chairman of the Conservation Land Acquisition
and Selection Advisory Committee.
Committee member George Wheaton
suggested reducing the size of the parcel
and its price by removing acreage along
Palm Beach Boulevard that would be
better used for commercial purposes.
Caloosa 80 representative Stan Whitcomb said he’d consider that option but
might go ahead with development plans

to add 400 housing units to the property.
He already has approval to create a park
for 417 recreational vehicles.
B.J. Gerald and Connie Dennis, both
Bateman Road residents for many years
spoke in favor of the purchase because
the land is habitat for bears, panthers,
scrub jays and other animals. Alva Inc.
president Ruby Daniels also spoke for
acquiring the property as a way to preserve a piece of old Florida.

and education
License: C20E0055
Jim and Kelly Green, Owners
14801 Palm Beach Blvd.,
Suite 200 Fort Myers FL
33905 .
Office: (239) 680-0104
Fax: (239) 694-0105

www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

ALVA Inc. Newsletter
The newsletter is published monthly and distributed by email. A condensed, printed version is
available at selected businesses.
The newsletter carries news and information about ALVA and North Olga.
To receive the full newsletter, send your email address to Alva Inc. President Ruby Daniels at
rubydaniels@embarqmail.com.
Written and photo contributions are accepted. Send them to editor Don Ruane at
ruanedon@aol.com by the 15th of each month. Please include the name, daytime phone and
email of the author. Photos, charts and graphics should be in Jpeg form.
Services Provided by

Residential * Commercial
Creek Land
239-728-5481

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and materials

M &M Horticulture: debris removal

DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to wild

Matthew Miller Tractors:

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

Tractors, Trailers

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping,

Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

ponds, waterfalls

