June 2014

June 14; Flag Day

Important dates











June 9: General membership
meeting. 7 p.m., Alva Community Center.
June 19: North Olga Planning
Panel, 6 p.m. at Bayshore Fire
Station
June 15: Father’s Day
June 21: Summer begins (like it
didn’t arrive early in May)
June 23: Local Planning Agency
public hearing on GreenPointe
Communities’ proposal, 8:30
a.m. Lee County Commission
room.
June 28: Ramadan begins at sundown
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Quick notes
1. Send newsletter items to
ruanedon@aol.com
2. Stay current with your dues. See
Alvafl.org for rates and membership
details. Mail dues to Ruby Daniels,
P.O. Box 2022, Alva, Fl 33920.
Checks should be made out to:
A Living Vision of Alva

Is this good for Lee County? _ Pages 2, 3, 4

Public hearing scheduled for
revised River Hall proposal
GreenPointe Communities wants to
amend the county’s comprehensive plan
so it can add about 850 more units to
the River Hall subdivision.
The company, which earlier asked for
1,000 new units, also proposes to add
seven miles of shared use paths on both
sides of Palm Beach Boulevard from its
entrance to Joel Boulevard.
The staff report was not available in
time for this newsletter. Watch for a
separate email from Alva Inc.,.President
Ruby Daniels.
The proposal goes before the Local
Planning Agency on Monday, June 23 at
8:30 a.m. Public comments are welcomed at the meeting. Another public
hearing will be scheduled before the Lee
County Commission, which must decide

whether to
send the
proposal to
the state
for review.
Here’s
how to contact your county commission
members and tell them what you think:
District 1: John Manning 533-2224 or
Dist1@leegov.com
District 2: Cecil Pendergrass 533-2227
or Dist2@leegov..com
District 3: Larry Kiker 533-2223 or
Dist3@leegov.com
District 4: Brian Hamman 533-2226 or
Dist4@leegov.com
District 5: Frank Mann 533-2225 or
Dist5@leegov.com.

during a meeting, as we
were discussing ways to
increase the museum's
visibility, I asked if it had a
Facebook page and
learned it didn't. So, beNoted Tropicalia editor
cause I've created a few in
and writer Amy Williams
the
past for my News-Press
launched a Facebook page
work,
I
volunteered
to put it up,” Wilin May about the Alva Museum.
liams
said.
You can find the page with this link:
“The hope is that it will connect more
Facebook.com/alvamuseum.
folks
to the museum and maybe help
“It came about because I was asked to
fund-raise
for renovations, etc. It would
join the nonprofit Alva Library AssociaSee Museum …….Page 5
tion board as a volunteer recently, and

Alva Museum
now on
Facebook

As the developer see it

Is the GreenPointe proposal good for Lee County or not?
It’s a fact: Adding homes within River
Hall is the epitome of good planning
The land within the River Hall community has a history that is important to
understand when discussing the current
application for a Comprehensive Plan
Amendment. The entire acreage was
assembled in the late 1990s and early
2000s, and the entitlement process then
began for the master-planned community. From the time the total property was
assembled, and over three subsequent
ownership sales, the ample 1,978-acre
parcel was always planned for 2,999
homes. During the original application
process, the developer and county staff
agreed that the initial application would
include the first 1,999 homes, with the
application for another 1,000 homes to
be submitted when the county’s population exceeded 500,000 – at which time
the project would remain below the DRI
(Development of Regional Impact)
threshold. Since approval of the rezoning
in 2005, the developer has platted more
than 1,900 homes on about three-fourths
of the property. The remaining one-fourth
of the property (373 acres) has not yet
been platted. It is this unplatted property
(and only this property) that is the subject
of the proposed Comprehensive Plan
Amendment to allow the development of
up to 1,000 additional homes in River Hall
– a number that was recently reduced
voluntarily by the developer to 851.
Why is this history important? Because
the fact is clear that, for almost a decade,
the land that is currently under review has
always been intended to be part of the
River Hall master-planned community.
This is not a new consideration, an
attempt to financially “rescue” the devel-





Alva Inc. invited GreenPointe Communities, River Hall resident Karen
Asfour, East Lee County Community
Planning Group leader Ed Kimball and
Alva Inc. president Ruby Daniels to
write their thoughts on whether
GreenPointe’s proposed amendment
to the Lee County Comprehensive Plan
is good for the county or not.
Here are the replies, edited only for
spelling and grammar.

oper, a ploy to increase the value of the
land for a resale, or any of the other purported reasons that have been alleged. It
is simply a continuation of a development
plan contemplated for River Hall since it
was first envisioned.
How can the developer state this unequivocally? Consider these indisputable
facts:

The master concept plan on file
with Lee County since 2005 shows
development in that portion of the
community. The land was also shown
as “future development” in all marketing materials for River Hall.

The original Homeowners Association and country club membership
documents were written to accommo-





date the additional units; nothing in
those documents changes based on
approval of the amendment.
The water and sewer infrastructure
– installed as part of the original land
development – was sized for 2,999
units.
The community amenities, including the clubhouse, Town Hall and other recreation areas, were sized to allow for expansion to accommodate
residents of 2,999 homes.
The road infrastructure within the
community was sized to handle traffic
for the residents of 2,999 homes.
There are no changes to the development footprint of the community,
no changes to the conservation areas
in the community, and no changes to
existing platted areas of River Hall.
The overall density for River Hall
would increase from one unit per acre
to only 1.5 units per acre – still far
below the adjacent Lehigh Acres density allowances.

This land is within the master-planned
community of River Hall, it was always
planned to accommodate the additional
homes being requested, and the master
plan was in place and on record with Lee
County five years before the words
“overriding public necessity” were added
into the Caloosahatchee Shores Community Plan.
When the truth is clear, this is another
indisputable fact: The proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment is good for Lee
County because it is the epitome of good
planning.

As River Hall resident Karen Asfour sees it

Is the GreenPointe proposal good for Lee County or not?
In September of 2012, GreenPointe
Communities, LLC, the developer of River
Hall submitted an amendment to the
county to increase the density within the
development. Although there are more,
I will focus on two main concerns.

The first and foremost concern is the
The Community Plan developed by the
disregard for county ordinances, policies residents of East Lee County is now a part
and procedures. This disregard will lead
of the Lee Plan, the “law of the county.”
to the destruction of growth planning and
Policy 21.1.5 of the Lee Plan states: One
management initiatives that have been
important aspect of the Caloosahatchee
developed over the years.
See Asfour ….. Next page

Asfour
Shores Community Plan goal is to retain its’
rural character and rural land use where it
currently exists. Therefore, no land use
map amendments to the remaining rural
lands category will be permitted after May
15, 2009, unless a finding of overriding
public necessity is made by three members
of the Board of County Commissioners.
GreenPointe has asked that the county
remove most of the land designated as
rural in River Hall, which is part of the Caloosahatchee Shores Community. The
River Hall amendment, CPA2012-00001, is
requesting a change to the language of
Policy 21.1.5, without going through the
normal review process.
This request
would add the following language to Policy
21.1.5:
“For the River Hall development located
in Sections 25, 26, 27, 34, 35 and 36 Town-

ship 43 South, Range 26 East, Lee County,
Florida, total density for the development
shall not exceed 2,850 dwelling units. “
Amending the Lee Plan is accomplished
by a specific procedure, which includes
sufficient time for notification, review and
public comment. This amendment process
is not the proper procedure. Therefore,
this expedited process does not allow sufficient time for notification, review and public comment.
The language change requested by
GreenPointe conflicts with Policy 21.1.5.
Adding 2,850 units to River Hall will necessitate changing the rural designation on
approximately 860+ acres to sub-outlying
suburban. Thus, ignoring the intent of this
community plan.
The second major problem is the increase in population within the River Hall
development resulting from the increased
density. If this amendment passes, there
will be over 7,200 people living within this
enclosed community. The roads, infra-

structure and other health and safety issues within and without the community
will be greatly affected. Two of the health
and safety issues are.
-Evacuation of residents during hurricane, fire or other disasters would be a
major problem since there is one main
road artery within River Hall and one exit
on Route 80 that all residents must use to
evacuate. A second proposed exit is not a
viable evacuation route as it leads into an
area of Lehigh Acres that has no direct
access to a major thoroughfare, poor roads
and, furthermore, would deposit traffic
onto a two-lane Buckingham Road, further
inhibiting quick evacuation.
- Many state and county protected species, including panther and black bear, live
within River Hall and adjacent Hickeys
Creek Mitigation Park.
The additional population living along
the preserves and the park area will create
more interaction between people and animals that could be detrimental to both.

As Alva Inc. President Ruby Daniels sees it

Is the GreenPointe proposal good for Lee County or not?
In previous newsletters we’ve given you factual information
about the application GreenPointe, LLC has submitted to Lee
County requesting an additional 1,000 (now 850) building lots in
River Hall. What we haven’t given you are the reasons Alva,
Inc., Fort Myers Shores/Caloosahatchee Shores Planning Community (the Shores) and the residents of River Hall oppose this
amendment.
We asked the president of the East Lee County Council and
residents of River Hall to address this issue as well.
Alva, Inc. has worked with Alva residents for 12 years to
write a community plan that would keep our beautiful area rural.
To us, rural means lots of natural wooded spaces that are not
developed, pastures filled with grazing farm animals, orange
groves and houses on big lots and single family homes on acreage.
Land use planners and county officials define rural as one
dwelling unit (home) per acre. That is the definition used in our
community plans which have been adopted by the Lee County
Board of County Commissioners and are codified in the Lee
County Land Use Plan (The Lee Plan). It is commonly referred
to as density. Any density greater than one home per acre falls
into a suburban category. Developers are to follow the Lee Plan
when building a new community such as River Hall.
All the community plans in our area, Alva, the Shores,
Bayshore, and Buckingham, have language in their community
plans that does not allow a density increase “unless a finding of
overriding public necessity is made by three members of the

Board of County Commissioners.” Alva’s plan requires a finding
by four members.
Originally, River Hall was approved for 1,999 houses on the
2,000 acre site. That conforms to the Lee Plan. Now, GreenPointe is requesting an additional 1,000 building units recently
reduced to 850 even though approximately 350 lots have been
built. To justify the increased density, they interpret the overriding public necessity to mean a hiking trail under high voltage
power lines that run through River Hall, a sidewalk along State
Road 80 from Buckingham Road to the Mitigation Park, and other such projects which are unwanted and unneeded by River Hall
and surrounding community. Clearly, these amenities do not
reflect an overriding public necessity.
Since River Hall is in the Shores and not in Alva, why are we
so strong in our opposition? Because the approval this amendment by the Board of County Commissioners would set a precedent for violation of Alva’s community plan resulting in loss of
our rural area. Other developers would follow the same tactic
and eventually our rural character would become suburban. Oak
hammocks, pastures, orange groves and wildlife habitat would
disappear under high density housing tracts.
If you agree that working to keep Alva beautiful and rural is a
worthy cause, come join us.
Attend our meeting next month, get more information, and
learn how you can help.
Alva Inc. members meet at 7p.m. on the second Monday of
each month at the Alva Community Center.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

As East Lee County Council leader Ed Kimball sees it

Is the GreenPointe proposal good for Lee County or not?
Private investment performance is based on how planned risk
is managed in order to provide a successful outcome. The River
Hall property venture had financially failed before the current
acquisition by Greene Pointe LLC; with some of the same partnership. The application seeks to provide increased density to
enhance the probability of profitability, serving a private need
and not a public necessity. Every construction venture was negatively impacted by the economic turn-down in recent times and
few areas more than Lee County.
This application is a precedent-setting proposal that puts
forth a concept that jeopardizes ALL community plans. It proposes utilizing the plans as a “bail out” mechanism based on
density increases, as a tool for attaining profitability. In essence
this application, if approved, would decimate “smart growth
planning” Countywide. ME TOO! most certainly would be a common refrain.
As the county’s Land Use Map does indicate, every land use

Retreat center
changes its name
The Mother of God House of Prayer
has changed its name to House of Prayer
Retreat Center to more closely reflect its
mission.
The center, located at 17880 Cypress
Rd. in Alva, also modified the wording of
its mission statement. The new wording
is:
“To provide a sacred and peaceful
space where all are welcome to home to
God, themselves and all of creation.”
The word “holy” in the previous version was changed to sacred. The word
“peaceful” was added to the new version.
The center provides spiritual direction and retreats for individuals and
groups.
The House was founded by the late
Mary Ann Kretschmer. The retreat center building will be dedicated to her and
renamed the Mother of God House of
Prayer.
More information about the House of
Prayer . Here’s how to contact its office:
* By phone: (239) 728-3614
* Web site: moghop.com
* By email: moghop@gmail.com

category abuts another and contains different density parameters. Each category has an entitlement assigned to its name. The
category is important in the real estate market, as it has more or
less value based on the entitlement. Approval of this application
would have a negative real estate market impact, as it would
provide artificially lower building lot costs for River Hall to the
determent of competing private ventures.
Four community plans in East Lee County restrict rural land
Use changes to cases where an
Overriding Public Necessity can be demonstrated.
In order to meet the “overriding public necessity” requirement, the entirety of the project would have to be providing
public service functions and ancillary support facilities, as a total
project. The existing River Hall project is a Residential Planned
Development and was approved as such; it will continue to be
under the current proposal. In its entirety it is a private enterprise for private benefit.

Fresh paint, new roof for Post Office

Old look

New view

If something seems a bit different about the U.S. Post Office in Alva it could be
the roofing changes installed this spring.

Riverdale branch revs up readers Darling National Wildlife Refuge
June 19: Find out more about how
for summer science exploration
A summer of science is planned for
elementary school children by the
Riverdale Branch Library.
Six Thursdays, in June and July, are
devoted to one-hour sessions exploring a
variety of topics. Sessions are free, but
parents may have to pick up tickets required for some. Here’s the schedule:
June 12: Native wildlife of Florida is
explored with staff from the J.N. “Ding”

cowboys and science worked together
June 26: Explore the science of magic
July 10: Watch a Wild Kratts animal
adventure
July 17: Fascinating reptiles
July 24: Learn the science behind popcorn
All sessions begin at 3 p.m. and last
until 4 p.m. The library is at 2421 Buckingham Road. It is closed Sundays and Mondays. Call 533-4370 for more information.

The Alva School notes:
School’s out for the summer, but
gears already are turning to make
next year more exciting for the Ramblers. Here’s a look ahead:
Students may be able to bring
their own electronic device to use in
class. The bring your own program is
a statewide initiative.
Discipline problems might be addressed with an “opportunity
room,” where a proactive approach
to understanding and correcting a
student’s behavioral problems will be
taken. Parent involvement will be an
important part of the process.
Speaking of parental involvement,
parents should watch for news of
changes to the dress code. There’s
some tweaking, not twerking, going
on.
Next year’s supply lists are coming
soon to http://alv.leeschools.net/
The Lee County Public Schools APP
provides details about the district
and students. Visit the App Store on
Google Play to download the app.
This past year was the first as a
consolidated elementary and middle
school. Some good things happened.
Assistant Principal Stacia Winfree
provided the following recap:
Faculty – The Alva School Language Arts and Reading teachers
won the National Literacy Achieve
3000 award for outstanding growth
in student Lexile reading scores.
Athletics – Overall athletes for the
year at The Alva School: 6th grade –
Kyler Soltez and Abby Markland. 7th
grade – Keyshawn Rowe and Tristin
Flint. 8th grade – Brianna Markland
and Brendan McNabb
Move-a-thon – The Move-a-thon
fundraiser provided the funding for
the purchase of new athletic uniforms and sporting equipment for all
The Alva School athletes.
Band – Kylee Sotlez received 2nd
chair in the All-State MS Honor Band,
Superior on Solo Ensemble, and most
outstanding steel drum player.
Top school science fair winner,
Ashlynn Brandstetter, attended the
Scientists of Southwest Florida’s annual teacher- student recognition dinner on April 17 with teacher
Robyn Hammes.

Area vet helps
dehydrated herd
get back to health
Grazing cows are a common sight in
the Alva area so it’s no surprise to see
North Olga’s Dennis Van Roekel is helping out with some of the 118 neglected
cows found off Alico Road in San Carlos
Park in late May.
Van Roekel, is a large animal veterinarian. He was called to help under his
contract with the Lee County Sheriff’s
Office.
One cow was dead when deputies
arrived and a second was euthanized. A
calf was so dehydrated it couldn’t stand.
The remains of four other cows and
two calves also were located.
Herd owner Brian Scott Freeman of
Fort Myers is facing animal cruelty charges, according to the Sheriff’s Office.

COMMUNITY
CONTACTS
FIRE/RESCUE/SAFETY
9-1-1 EMERGENCIES
1-800-222-1222 Poison Control
NON-EMERGENCY
728-2223 Alva Fire District
543-3443 Bayshore Fire District
694-2833 Fort Myers Shores Fire
District
303-5300 Lehigh Acres Fire District
Services Provided by

Museum

Major grant approved
also be nice if people who've moved
away could use it to share photos and
memories of Alva,” she said.
Williams, who lives in Alva, asks people to “like” the page and share on what
the historic museum means to them.
The museum building opened in 1909
as the first public library in Lee County.
The Owanita Chapel was moved to
and attached to the back of the library
after a hurricane in 1926.
The Alva Garden Club, with the help
of the Alva Library Association now operates the museum.
Lee County commissioners voted 4-0
on June 3 to award the Garden Club a
$25,000 grant
The Garden Club will match the county’s grant if it’s approved. to remove a
connecting hallway between the buildings.
The $50,000 project includes stabilizing the walls of both building and repairing water damage caused by the roof of
the connector.
Additional work, such as cleaning and
painting will be needed to restore the
museum to its former glory.

www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and materials

M &M Horticulture: debris removal

DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to wild

Matthew Miller Tractors:

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

Tractors, Trailers

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping,

Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

ponds, waterfalls

House of Prayer Retreat Center

Group Presentations

Spiritual Renewal Center

17880 Cypress Rd. Alva, Fl. 33920

Spiritual Direction * Retreats

(239) 728-3614 * FAX (239) 728-3760

Want to read more about Alva?
Then read this
The Alva Inc. newsletter is published
monthly online and is available at Alvafl.org.
To receive the newsletter by email
contact Alva Inc. to president Ruby Daniels at rubydaniels@embarqmail.com.
A condensed version is printed and
available in Alva area businesses.
Send news and photos to editor Don
Ruane at ruanedon@aol.com.

Love under the bridge
Mindy proclaimed her love for AJ , but why underneath the northside of the Broadway bridge
over the Caloosahatchee River?

Excellence in child care,

Can you find this address and house in Alva?

welfare,
and education
License: C20E0055
Jim and Kelly Green, Owners
14801 Palm Beach Blvd.,
Suite 200 Fort Myers FL
33905 .
Office: (239) 680-0104
Fax: (239) 694-0105

Send your guess and any information about this house and who might have lived
there to newsletter editor Don Ruane at ruanedon@aol.com.

Charleston Park plans ahead
Summer is here, but it’s not a time to
relax in Charleston Park.
Plans and arrangements have to be
made. Materials collected. So what’s
in the works?
A back-to-school event is planned for
Aug. 2. Needed items include underwear
for children, backpacks and socks.
To participate or help out contact the
Charleston Park Community Center at
2541 Charleston Park Drive or call 7288895.

Residential * Commercial
Creek Land
239-728-5481

Packing box label
This label identified sweet citrus shipped
from the Alva area when the fruit industry
was thriving. If you have similar photos,
share them with the newsletter at :
ruanedon@aol.com

The Alva School science fair winner Ashlynn
Brandstetter and teacher Robyn Hammes. See more school news on Page 5.

