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Important dates









Aug. 5 County Commission regular meeting, 9:3 a.m. Fort Myers
Aug. 10: General membership
meeting. 7 p.m., Alva Community Center.
Aug. 19: County Commission
regular meeting, 9:30 a.m. Fort
Myers
Aug. 21: North Olga Community
Planning Panel, 6 p.m. Bayshore
Fire District office.
Aug. 26: Primary
election day. Polls
open 7 to 7.
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Newsletter
Information
The Alva Inc. newsletter is published
monthly.
Get the newsletter by email . Send
your address to Alva Inc. President Ruby
Daniels at:
rubydaniels@embarqmail.com
Readers of the ondensed printed version can read the full newsletter online
at Alvafl.org.
Send news and photos to editor Don
Ruane at:
ruanedon@aol.com
Join Alva Inc. by completing the membership form on Alvafl.com.

River Hall hearing set
Commission gets case Sept. 15
The vote was tighter but Lee County’s Local
Planning Agency repeated its opposition to
send GreenPointe Communities’ proposed
comprehensive plan amendment to the state
for comment.
GreenPointe Communities, the developer
of River Hall, wants to increase the 2,000
unit development by 850 units. The Lee
County Commission must hold a public hearing on the proposal.
The advisory board to the Lee County
Commission voted 4-3 in late June against
transmitting the change to the county’s comprehensive land use plan. The LPA voted 6-0
in August 2013 against transmittal.
The board’s membership has changed
since the earlier vote.
This time LPA members said they had a
hard time believing the changes were an
“overriding public necessity.” The Caloosahatchee Shores Community Plan, which covers the River Hall area calls for such a finding before density can be increased. Alva
Inc.’s proposed local development code also
contains the language to help preserve the
area’s rural nature.
The LPA also voted to ask county commissioners for a definition of “overriding public
nenecessity.” The term is not defined now in
county land use documents.
GreenPointe, meanwhile has launched a campaign to sell more
homes in the community

Alva Inc. praises
North Olga’s
proposed code
Standards for new commercial development will
respect the rural, agricultural nature of the North Olga
area, the planning consultant who wrote them told
members of Alva Inc. at
their July meeting.
Planner Alexis Crespo
said the standards prepared
for the North Olga Community Planning Panel will be
reviewed in August by Lee
County’s Local Planning
Agency. The LPA is an advisory board. The standards
must be approved by the
Lee County Commission before they can be included in
the county’s land use regulations.
“I like what they’ve done.
It’s simple. It works,” said
Alva Inc. president Ruby
Daniels.
“You’ve done a good job
of listening to the people,”

North Olga Community Planning Panel consultant Alexis Crespo describes the panel’s proposed land development code regulations during the July 13 Alva Inc. general member ship meeting.

said William Redfern, an
Alva Inc. board member
who attended North Olga
meetings where the standards were discussed. But he
said he thinks the plan
should require the County
Commission should declare
an “overriding public necessity” before any density increases can be approved.
The North Olga planning
community includes land
between Charlotte County
and the Caloosahatchee River from State Road 31 to the

east side of the Caloosahatchee Regional Park.
The proposed standards,
which address new development and not existing residential homeowners. They
set rules and guidelines for
architectural features, water
management, parking, landscaping, signs, tree preservation and notification of
proposed zoning cases.
Alva Inc.’s land development code standards also
were discussed at the
meeting, which included

participation by Lee County
planners Nettie Richardson
and Sharon Jenkins-Owen.
They talked about revisions
to the plan by the county.
“Think about this as the
first bite of the apple,” Jenkins-Own said.
Get the basic things people agree on into the code
and then go back to other
issues, she said.
Daniels said Alva Inc., can
work with the revisions, but
needs some time to think
about them.

53-home project gets county okay

Riverwood
Estates

The Alva
School

Oak
Park

Approval to begin construction on the
Riverwood Estate subdivision has been
granted by Lee County, according to The
News-Press.
Riverwood Estates is owned by Riverwood
Estates LLC, which is based on Harborage
court in Fort Myers.
The development is south of North River
Road and about one mile east of Persimmon
Ridge. The property is zoned agricultural,
which means one home per acre could be
built. But according to county officials it’s
also possible to cluster the houses in order
to retain rural open spaces.
The owner plans to put in a parking lot
and a boat ramp for residents. The company
is in the process of platting the land.

Daniels Preserve
This 243-acre Conservation 20/20 Legacy program property is open to
the public for hiking, bird
watching and fishing.
The land, once owned by
Alva Inc. president Ruby
Daniels’ family, is noted
for its old, tall pine trees.
The entrance is on Persimmon Ridge Road.

Fire District budget dates

Principal Lynn Edward says:

Chilling out is easier at The Alva School
I am very excited about the upcoming
school year. With a successful first year
transition behind us, I am confident that
we will begin this year as a single school
with a common vision kindergarten
through eighth grade.
Brand new, custom made air conditioning units will provide continuous cool
air for exemplary learning and working
environments. The new roof should be
ready by the end of this month. And we
have some teachers joining The Alva
School team. Please welcome:
Faith Miller – 8th grade Language Arts/
Reading & Technology, Eric Doyscher –
7th grade Language Arts/Reading, Laura
Robinson – 1st grade, Dan Marino – 5th

grade, Carmen Byrd Santos – 5th grade,
Kari Lewter – 4th grade, Katie Bumgardner
– 6th grade Language Arts/Reading and
Shon Wells – 8th grade math/Algebra.
This year the district’s academic priorities are data driven systems, standards
based instruction, student engagement,
professional learning communities, and
student achievement and development.

The Alva fire district’s next budget
could increase by 3.5 percent to
$754,312, according to Chief Joey Tiner.
The district still has three unfilled
firefighter jobs as a result of a $700,000
in previous budget cuts .
Fire commissioners will hold a public
hearing on the budget at 5:45 p.m. on
Sept. 8. The final public hearing and
adoption vote is at 6 p.m. on Sept. 22.
Both meetings will be at the station on
Styles Road.

House of Prayer Retreat Center
Spiritual Renewal Center
Spiritual Direction * Retreats
Group Presentations
17880 Cypress Rd. Alva, Fl. 33920
(239) 728-3614 * FAX (239) 728-3760

Excellence in child care,
welfare,
and education
License: C20E0055

www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

14801 Palm Beach Blvd.,
Suite 200 Fort Myers FL
33905 .
Office: (239) 680-0104
Fax: (239) 694-0105

Residential * Commercial
Creek Land
239-728-5481

Services Provided by
Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

M &M Horticulture: debris removal
Matthew Miller Tractors:
Tractors, Trailers
Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and materials
DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to wild
M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters
Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping,
ponds, waterfalls

