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Important dates








Sept. 8: Alva fire district public
hearing on budget, 5:45 p.m. Styles
Road station
Sept. 8: Alva Inc. general membership meeting. 7 p.m., Alva Community Center.
Sept. 11: Alva resident and Lee
County Commissioner Frank Mann
speaks at public meeting of Southwest Florida Historical Society
6:30p.m. at Southwest Florida Museum of History, 2031 Jackson St.,
Fort Myers
Sept. 16: Lee County Commission
regular meeting, 9:30 a.m.
Sept. 18: North Olga Community
Planning Panel, 6 p.m. Bayshore fire
district station
Sept. 22: Final public hearing, adoption of 2014-15 budget for Alva fire
district, 6 p.m. Styles Road station

Newsletter
Information
The Alva Inc. newsletter is published
monthly.
Get the newsletter by email. Send
your address to Alva Inc. President Ruby
Daniels at:
rubydaniels@embarqmail.com
Readers of the condensed printed
version can read the full newsletter
online at Alvafl.org.
Send news and photos to editor Don
Ruane at:
ruanedon@aol.com
Join Alva Inc. by completing the membership form on Alvafl.com.

PROPOSAL: Build 694 dwellings, motel, more west of Alva Diner. Details Page 2

Caldwell crushes Alva candidate’s bid for state House seat
Incumbent State Rep. Matt Caldwell
dominated Alva businessman Matt Miller
at the polls on primary election day and
easily coasted to his third term in the
Legislature.
Caldwell, who will be sworn in on
Nov. 18, is scheduled to speak at the
Sept. 8 general membership meeting of
Alva Inc. The meeting starts at 7 p.m. at
the Alva Community Center and is open
to the public.
Caldwell won with 61 percent of the

vote to 39
percent for
Miller, who
runs the general store at
Palm Beach
Caldwell
Miller
Boulevard
and Broadway and several other businesses.
Caldwell represents District 79, which
includes all of Lehigh Acres, Alva and
North Fort Myers.

Other primary results: Incumbents do well
Candidates who won or advanced to
the Nov. 4 general election:
Governor: Incumbent Rick Scott vs.
Charlie Crist
State Senate District 30: Incumbent Lizbeth Benacquisto wins re-election
Board of Lee County Commissioners:
District 2: Incumbent Cecil Pendergrass

elected.
District 4: incumbent Brian Hamman
advances, vs. Debbie Jordan
Lee County School Board:
District 1: Incumbent Mary Fischer wins
District 4: Incumbent Don Armstrong
advances with challenger Steve Teuber
Distirct 5: Pam LaRiviere wins

Can Alva Cemetery’s entrance be improved?

The Alva Cemetery is a peaceful, pleasant place once you pass the dumpster at the
entrance. A new stone recognizing the establishment of the cemetery and a stone
cross also welcome visitors. Email ideas on
this to the addresses in the box at left.

Moonlight, sunlight and water make Alva a pleasant place to be even in summer

Super Moon over
Alva Aug. 14 and reflected in the river by
the drawbridge.
Sunlight plays on a
storm cloud and plants
as the evening descends on the Caloosahatchee River
If you have a favorite
picture of life or nature
in Alva send it to newsletter editor at ruanedon@aol.com

Plan adds hundreds of homes near Alva Diner
Public hearing Sept. 8
7 p.m. Alva Community Center

Alva
Diner

Austin Crossing will be southwest of the Alva
bridge and west of Packinghouse Road.

Local real estate leader George
Austin is asking Lee County to approve his plans for up to 694
dwellings, a 150-room hotel and
mixed use businesses on 178 acres
west of the Alva Diner.
Austin’s plan for Austin Crossing will be discussed at Monday’s
general membership meeting of
Alva Inc. The public meeting starts
at 7 p.m. in the Alva Community
Center.
Other aspects of the development, according to the application
on file with the county, include a
30-foot-wide path for pedestrians,
bicyclists and horseback riders. A
series of ponds will handle stormwater for the project, which will
have 2,660 feet of frontage along

Social justice and environment topic of conference
The House of Prayer Retreat Center of Alva is sponsoring a Nov. 1
conference exploring social justice issues as they apply to protecting the
environment. Email office.hopretreatcenter@gmail.com or call 239728-3760 for registration and event details.

Palm Beach Boulevard.
No significant traffic issues are
expected to be created by the project, which will have two access
points along Palm Beach Boulevard.
Housing will be clustered and
include multifamily, townhouse
and single family units. The applicant also commits to following the
Alva Community Plan’s architectural standards calling for historic
Alva looks including front porches
and awnings.
Robert Hutcherson is the principal planner for Austin Crossing.
Russell Schropp is the attorney.
Lee County planner Nettie Richardson is coordinating the county’s review of the plan.

History as seen through the eyes of Frank Mann

Commission review of River Hall
case may be delayed by definition
A critical vote on Greenpointe Communities’ request to add 850 homes to the
River Hall community faced a delay this
month.
The Lee County Commission was
scheduled to decide Sept. 15 if the plan
should be sent to the state for review.
The county attorney planned to ask the
board on Sept. 2 to wait until a definition
of “overwhelming public necessity” could
be drafted and approved. The term is
used in several community planning documents, including Alva’s proposed development code, but is not defined. The
commission must declare the need for
additional density in the project is an
overriding public necessity.
The results of the attorney’s request
were not available in time for this newsletter. Call the county planning office at
239-533-8585 for updates.

Lifelong Lee County resident and political leader Frank Mann will talk about life
in Fort Myers and Alva at the Thursday
Sept. 11 meeting of the Southwest Florida Historical Society.
He will speak about living 70 years in
Lee County and witnessing how it has
changed since his boyhood.
While Mann worked and lived in Fort
Myers during much of his life he is now
an Alva resident, living on the north
shore of the Caloosahatchee River.
Mann is a well-known political
figure in the county, launching his

career in 1974 when he was elected
to the Florida House of Representatives. He’s also served in the Florida
Senate.
He currently sits on the District 5 seat
of the Lee County Commission. District 5
includes Alva and Lehigh Acres.
The society’s meeting begins with complementary coffee and cookies at 6:30
p.m., Mann I scheduled to speak at 7 p.m.
at the Southwest Florida Museum of History, 2031 Jackson St. in Fort Myers.
There is no admission charge and the
public is invited to hear Mann speak.

Alva Inc. fights for area’s character
What is ALVA Inc.?
ALVA, Inc. is a local civic organization
whose mission is to preserve and protect the unique historical, rural, agricultural and equestrian ambiance of Alva,
Florida.

Who belongs to ALVA Inc.?
Membership is open to all residents,
business and property owners of Alva.

To join, please go to Alvafl.org, print a
membership form, complete and mail it
with your dues to Alva Inc., P. O. Box
2022, Alva FL 33920.

House of Prayer Retreat Center
Spiritual Renewal Center
Spiritual Direction * Retreats
Group Presentations
17880 Cypress Rd. Alva, Fl. 33920
(239) 728-3614 * FAX (239) 728-3760

Excellence in child care,
welfare,
and education
License: C20E0055

www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

14801 Palm Beach Blvd.,
Suite 200 Fort Myers FL
33905 .
Office: (239) 680-0104
Fax: (239) 694-0105

Residential * Commercial
Creek Land
239-728-5481

Services Provided by
Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

M &M Horticulture: debris removal
Matthew Miller Tractors:
Tractors, Trailers
Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and materials
DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to wild
M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters
Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping,
ponds, waterfalls

