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Blessing of the pets
See Page 3

Important dates






Nov. 10: Alva Inc. general membership meeting. 7 p.m., Alva Community Center.
Nov. 18 Lee County Commission
regular meeting, 9:30 a.m.
Nov. 11: Veterans Day (No school.
County offices closed)
Nov. 13: Fall band concert, The Alva
School, 6 p.m.
Nov. : North Olga Community Planning Panel, 6 p.m. Bayshore fire
district station

School choice: Admins looking for ways
to avoid overcrowding in The Alva School

Inside buzz
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Alva Inc. Board members
Ruby Daniels (P), Emily Smith (T), Connie Dennis (S), Jim Green, Paul Furbay,
William Redfern

Newsletter
Information
The Alva Inc. newsletter is published
monthly.
Get the newsletter by email. Send
your address to Alva Inc. President Ruby
Daniels at:
rubydaniels@embarqmail.com
Readers of the condensed printed
version can read the full newsletter
online at Alvafl.org.
Send news and photos to editor Don
Ruane at:
ruanedon@aol.com
Join Alva Inc. by completing the mem-

School district planner Dawn Huff, student capacity director Marc Mora and Alva Inc. secretary Connie Dennis listen while a resident makes a point during a discussion of school
crowding in east Lee County. About 30 people were present to hear their report.

Options include portables, redrawn east zone boundaries,
a building addition, a new school or all of the above
The Alva School and the east school
choice zone are under increasing pressure to make room for students.
The Alva School is two students over
its capacity of 976 pupils. The zone needs
a new high school by 2018.
The Lee County School District has no
construction money set aside at this
point. That’s the picture drawn at Alva
Inc.’s the October general membership
meeting by school district capacity director Marc Mora and planner Dawn Huff.
There are 3 possible sites, Huff said.

Any high school built in the Alva area
should be able to double as a social center for the community, said Alva Inc.
president Ruby Daniels. She will be part
of an advisory group for planning a new
high school in the zone.

North River Road ghoul River Hall amendment transmitted
The controversial comprehensive plan
amendment requested by GreenPointe Communities for the River Hall development is
being reviewed by the state.
Lee County Commissioners voted Oct. 22
to send the proposal to the state for review
after months of debate over whether it damages the rural nature of northeast Lee County
by adding 850 housing units to River Hall.
vote before the amendment can be adopted.
After the state comments Lee County will
River Hall already is approved for 2,000
have to address the state’s concerns, hold a
housing units. Three previous attempts to
public hearing and have another commission add additional homes were rejected.

Spotted just before Halloween;
No reports of attacks on speeders
flying down lonesome highway

House of Prayer calls all to protect the environment
The simple act of lowering the thermostat to cool your home can increase your
carbon footprint by requiring more coal to be burned to meet the demand for electricity, learned attendees at the House of Prayer Retreat Center’s second annual Social Justice Conference on Nov. 1.
About 20 people explored the spiritual underpinnings of the environmental protection movement with the help of presenters Sr. Mary Elizabeth Clark, head of the
Sisters of St. Joseph Earth Center in Philadelphia, and the Rev. Andy Bell, an ordained
Methodist Church minister from St. Petersburg, who is a leader with the Sunshine
State Interfaith Power and Light organization. Sunshine State mobilizes faith communities to address the climate crisis and care for creation in Florida.
Together, they issued a call to protect the environment as a gift from God to all
mankind during the conference on the theme of “Living a Connected Life: Spirituality
& Our Environment.”
“What can we all do is a good question to contemplate,” said the Alva retreat center’s director Sr. Carol Beevers.
The environment is a gift from God and unites all people, according to Sr. Clark. To
harm the environment is to dishonor God and the gift, Sr. Clark said.
Sr. Clark encouraged people to learn more about how their behavior affects others. The poor usually are the first to suffer from environmental damage, she said.
“Advocate for those who don’t have a voice,” Sr. Clark urged the group.
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Pets: Bless them all
Pastor Steve Filizi of the St. John the Apostle MCC

church visited the House of Prayer Retreat Center in
Alva to bless the pets. The Caloosa Humane Society
of LaBelle brought several dogs, one of which was
adopted from the no-kill shelter when it returned
from the special event.

COMMUNITY CONTACTS
FIRE/RESCUE/SAFETY
9-1-1 EMERGENCIES

1-800-222-1222 Poison Center
NON-EMERGENCY

728-2223 Alva Fire
543-3443 Bayshore Fire
694-2833 Fort Myers Shores Fire 344-1600 Lehigh Fire
477-1000 Sheriff’s Office
728-2882 Alva Community Center
728-2882 Olga Community Center
694-0398 Caloosahatchee Regional Park

ALVA: Facts and FAQ’s
What is ALVA Inc.?
ALVA, Inc. is a local civic organization whose mission is to
preserve and protect the unique historical, rural, agricultural
and equestrian ambiance of Alva, Florida. Membership is open
to all residents, business and property owners of Alva, Florida.
It is incorporated under Chapter 617 of the Florida Statutes
and has tax-exempt, 501(c)3, not-for profit status.

Pastor Steve Filizi talks of St. Francis of Assisi ‘s love for animals.

Tricia Boone and Jill Cabai of the Caloosa Humane Society walk dogs
on a House of Prayer trail after the blessing. An FGCU volunteer
(below) greets one of the dogs at the event.

What is the purpose of ALVA Inc.?
The purpose of ALVA, Inc. is to provide a forum for community planning in consonance with the mission statement. Examples of activities include development of a Community
Plan, Standards of Development Within The Alva Planning
Area, an “Overlay” to protect the rural and historic ambiance
of North River Road, and establishment of commercial development standards for the SR 80 corridor. ALVA, Inc. strives
to become aware of development, zoning, and other proposals
and plans that will impact the area, bring about community
awareness, and work toward constructive solutions consistent
with community goals.
Where is Alva?
Central Alva, or the Historic Core, is a small rural community
ten miles east of Fort Myers at the Alva bridge and school,
where Broadway Avenue connects CR78 and SR80.
The Alva Community Planning Area, defined by Lee County,
is bounded by SR 31 and Charlotte and Hendry Counties north
of the Caloosahatchee River, and by Hickey Creek, Lehigh
and Hendry County south of the river. The Alva Postal Zip
Code (33920) area includes the planning area plus land adjacent to SR80 west of River Hall, including a portion of Olga.
Is ALVA concerned only about development?
No. ALVA is interested in many activities and issues that affect our community. Members of ALVA donate their time
addressing issues such as the Wayside Park, the Alva Cemetery, SR80 intersections and sidewalk placement, and sponsoring community events such as picnics and fairs.
How can I join ALVA?
Membership is open to all Alva residents, property owners, or
businesses that are interested in the future of our area. Please
print A membership form, complete and mail it with your dues
to Alva Inc., P. O. Box 2022, Alva FL 33920.

They symbolically stomped out and put a lid on drugs by
wearing boots, hats and aps on Oct. 28.
Oct. 29 was “I ‘Mustache’ You Not to Do Drugs” day. Students signed the Red Ribbon Week pledge and wore fake musEagle project takes flight: Three new picnic tables now in taches.
use at The Alva School were built by student Joey
Camouflage clothing was in vogue Oct. 30 for those who
DeShong. He built the tables to fulfill his project require- joined “The Army Against Drugs.”

Rambler News report

ment on the way to earning the Eagle Scout designation
awarded by the Boy Scouts of America.
The Lowes home improvement store contributed to
the project.
Drug protest: Who knew taking a stand against drugs
could be so much fun?
Students made fashion statements and even wore
mustaches during the last week of October to celebrate
Red Ribbon Week. The red ribbon signifies opposition to
substance abuse. Here’s a rundown of what students did:
They developed a team spirit against drugs by wearing their
favorite team jersey or shirt on Oct.27.

Credit: The Rambler News is the newsletter of The Alva
School. Content was compiled by students: Kat Errico,
Paulina Zavala, Katelynn Lewis, Paige Mclain, Shylar Johnson, Luke Turbeville, Bradley Williams and Ty Whiteman

Learn local history at the Alva Museum

Proposed Olga development code
passed by county commission

See displays of clothing,
furniture, tools and more
now on display at the Alva
Museum.
The museum’s hours
are 2 to 4 p.m. each Saturday through May. The
center is located on Pearl
Street, just east of Broadway and the bridge across
the Caloosahatchee River.
Donations are accepted.
The museum itself is
historic, having served as
the first public library in
Lee County.
Please excuse the renovation work in the hallway connecting the two

Lee County commissioners agreed on
Oct. 21 to implement the North Olga
Community Plan that amends the county’s land development code.
The change includes provisions for a
community review process and design
standards for parking, architectural elements, landscaping and signs.
The county and North Olga are working
together to enhance the rural character
and aesthetic appearance of North Olga
while supporting commercial agricultural
businesses.
The provisions apply to the area between the Caloosahatchee River and
Charlotte County line from State Road 31
to the Calooshatchee Regional Park.

sections of the building. A
grant received by the Alva
Garden Club, which operates the museum, is pay-

ing for repairs to the water damage caused by the
roof and to stabilize one
of the walls.
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The campaign wrapped up on Oct. 31 with a “Rock the
Red” show of support against drugs.
Students rule: Students voted to select their 2014-15
slate of Student Government Association leaders:
President: Brayden March, Vice President: Viviana Zuniga
Treasurer: Abigail Stiger, Historian: Kelsey Topliff, Secretary: John Kim

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

Residential * Commercial
Creek Land

M &M Horticulture: debris removal
Matthew Miller Tractors:
Tractors, Trailers

239-728-5481

Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and materials
DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to wild
M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters
Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping,
ponds, waterfalls

