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Important dates







Dec. 8: Alva Inc. general membership holiday dinner. 7 p.m., Alva
Community Center. Bring a dish to
share
Dec. 12: The Alva School performance of “Character & Determination”, 6:30 p.m. School auditorium
Dec. 16: Lee County Commission
regular meeting, 9:30 a.m.
Dec. 25: Christmas
Dec. 31: New Year’s Eve

Inside buzz



Manatee time .…....……..Page 3
Mann on River Hall ..... Page 4

Alva Inc. Board members
Ruby Daniels (P), Emily Smith (T), Connie Dennis (S), Jim Green, Paul Furbay,
William Redfern

Newsletter
Information
The Alva Inc. newsletter is published
monthly.
Get the newsletter by email. Send
your address to Alva Inc. President Ruby
Daniels at:
rubydaniels@embarqmail.com
Readers of the condensed printed
version can read the full newsletter
online at Alvafl.org.
Send news and photos to editor Don
Ruane at:
ruanedon@aol.com
Join Alva Inc. by completing the membership form on Alvafl.com.

Merry Christmas
Seasons Greetings
to people of all beliefs
Tourism dollars help county fight CRP erosion
Visitors to Lee County usually go to the Gulf beaches, but the tax dollars they
leave behind are coming to
Alva.
Commissioners agreed Nov.
18 to spend $369,540 in Tourism Development Council revenue to harden the banks of
the Caloosahatchee Regional
Park . The funds will pay the
cost to reinforce 1,500 feet of
eroded shoreline along the
Caloosahatchee River.
Marine Contracting Group Lee County will spend nearly $370,000 to restore this
Inc. of Punta Gorda was
shoreline in Caloosahatchee Regional Park.
awarded the contract on Nov.
18. The work entails compacting the shore, spreading a woven fabric that lets water
drain and covering that with 3,200 cubic yards of riprap and stone. The materials
will stretch about 12 feet out into the water.
Douglas J. Antezana, 20, of Lehigh Acres died in November
rounding the curve at North River and Persimmon Ridge
roads at a high rate of speed, and Deborah Dancsec, 63, of
Alva drove the wrong way in North Fort Myers and struck
another car resulting in the death of Kimberly Maroney, 59, law enforcement officials
said. Please drive responsibly at all times to avoid tragedies such as these.

Drive safely this
Holiday season

K-students going high tech

Help set the

I am excited to announce I have created a project
to bring amazing technology to my kindergarten
classroom. The project is to purchase 6 Apple - iPad
Minis for the students in my classroom
My students will use the Apple - iPad Minis during small
group centers for literacy, math
and other educational subjects.
They will be able to access educational apps that they are unable to use on our classroom PC
computers. The Apple - iPad
Minis will also provide a different form of technology for stuChristine Johnson
dents to use to listen to stories,
use the Internet for research, and to create their own
electronic projects. The students will use the Apple iPad Minis to support the skills taught in the classroom.
If you ar e able to invest in the technology education in our classroom, we would greatly appreciate it.
You can find our classroom’s project page on donorschoose.org/ChristineRJ. Here you can read more
about our project, and also make a donation. We appreciate all donations, no matter the size, every little
bit counts.
DonorsChoose.org is a non-profit 501(c)(3) charity
organization which helps teachers get funding for
their classroom projects.
My students and I thank you in advance for your
heartfelt donation. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. Also, if you know of someone who might be
interested in donating, please feel free to share our
exciting project with them.
Christine Johnson
Kindergarten Teacher
The Alva School Phone: 239-728-2494

HOUSE OF PRAYER
RETREAT CENTER

course for
Alva’s future
high school
students
High school students once walked
the halls of The Alva School

The Lee County School District
is gathering ideas for a new high
school in northeast Lee County.
The school won’t be built for
awhile yet, but the planning is
underway. The school could be
ready to opoen when today’s
fifth graders are ready to beging
their freshman year.
Alva Inc. board members Ruby Daniels and Connie Dennis
are on a district committee that
will help shape the curriculum of
the school. If you have ideas
about what the new high
school’s focus should be send
them to Ruby and Connie at
rubydaniels@embarqmail.com.
Resident Darren Watkins said
he’d like to see a school that
would bring back the Future
Farmers of America club as an

Riverdale Learning
Academy
Excellence in child care,

A sacred place to come

welfare,

home to self and to God

and education

Spiritual Direction * Retreats
Group Presentations
17880 Cypress Rd. Alva, Fl. 33920
(239) 728-3614 * FAX (239) 728-3760

activity for students.
Another proposals is to design the curriculum around the
environment. The abundance of
natural labs in the area include
Conservation 20/20 lands, Bedman Creek, Manatee Park, the
Hickey Creek Mitigation Park
and Caloosahatchee Regional
Park.
A program designed around
environmental studies could
become a feeder program for
the environmental programs at
Florida Gulf Coast University.
Alva had a high school until
Riverdale High School.
“That took something away
from us and did us harm,” Daniels said. “Our students should
know the basic sustainability

License: C20E0055
www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

14801 Palm Beach Blvd., Suite 200
Fort Myers FL 33905 .
Office: (239) 680-0104

Thanksgiving cold snap
brings up thoughts
about manatees
The temperature in the Gulf of Mexico dipped to 65 degrees
after Thanksgiving, sending more manatees up the Caloosahatchee River in search of warmer water.
Lee County’s Manatee Park on Palm Beach Boulevard is a popular hangout for the swimming mammals because of warm-water
discharges from the Florida Power & Light power plant across the
highway.
Over the summer workers replaced a portion of the seawall
near the culverts bringing the heated water under Palm Beach
Boulevard. The work is complete and won’t interfere with viewing the creatures.
Here’s a look at some of the manatees that visited the canal in
the past year.

COMMUNITY CONTACTS
FIRE/RESCUE/SAFETY
9-1-1 EMERGENCIES

1-800-222-1222 Poison Center
NON-EMERGENCY

728-2223 Alva Fire
543-3443 Bayshore Fire
694-2833 Fort Myers Shores Fire 344-1600 Lehigh Fire
477-1000 Sheriff’s Office
728-2882 Alva Community Center
728-2882 Olga Community Center
694-0398 Caloosahatchee Regional Park

ALVA: Facts and FAQ’s
What is ALVA Inc.?
ALVA, Inc. is a local civic organization whose mission is to
preserve and protect the unique historical, rural, agricultural
and equestrian ambiance of Alva, Florida. Membership is open
to all residents, business and property owners of Alva, Florida.
It is incorporated under Chapter 617 of the Florida Statutes
and has tax-exempt, 501(c)3, not-for profit status.
What is the purpose of ALVA Inc.?
The purpose of ALVA, Inc. is to provide a forum for community planning in consonance with the mission statement. Examples of activities include development of a Community
Plan, Standards of Development Within The Alva Planning
Area, an “Overlay” to protect the rural and historic ambiance
of North River Road, and establishment of commercial development standards for the SR 80 corridor. ALVA, Inc. strives
to become aware of development, zoning, and other proposals
and plans that will impact the area, bring about community
awareness, and work toward constructive solutions consistent
with community goals.
Where is Alva?
Central Alva, or the Historic Core, is a small rural community
ten miles east of Fort Myers at the Alva bridge and school,
where Broadway Avenue connects CR78 and SR80.
The Alva Community Planning Area, defined by Lee County,
is bounded by SR 31 and Charlotte and Hendry Counties north
of the Caloosahatchee River, and by Hickey Creek, Lehigh
and Hendry County south of the river. The Alva Postal Zip
Code (33920) area includes the planning area plus land adjacent to SR80 west of River Hall, including a portion of Olga.
Is ALVA concerned only about development?
No. ALVA is interested in many activities and issues that affect our community. Members of ALVA donate their time
addressing issues such as the Wayside Park, the Alva Cemetery, SR80 intersections and sidewalk placement, and sponsoring community events such as picnics and fairs.
How can I join ALVA?
Membership is open to all Alva residents, property owners, or
businesses that are interested in the future of our area. Please
print A membership form, complete and mail it with your dues
to Alva Inc., P. O. Box 2022, Alva FL 33920.

Changing rural lands designation scares me
This commentary is reprinted from the Nov.
6, 2014 edition of The News-Press

By Frank Mann
District 5 Lee County Commissioner

Changing Lee County's Comprehensive Plan
to allow for a 50 percent increase in density, in
what up to now has been called rural lands,
may not have caught the attention of many
local citizens, but it scares me half to death.
Thousands of our citizens, especially those
residing in the eastern part of the county,
fought for as long as eight years to include in
county regulations special-density limitations
for those rural lands. They had been led to believe that by including those restrictions in the
county's official growth plan that the future for
their neighborhoods was secure.
Previous county commissions had adopted
their recommended plans, and three previous
attempts to change those plans had been rejected by the county commission. And that act
of pure democracy at the local level was certainly the intent of the Legislature when the
state's first comprehensive planning act was
passed in
the mid1970s.
With a
recent 3-2
vote of our
county commission to
ignore the River Hall plan, why should any other community with its own plan feel safe that
theirs won't be changed as soon as a wellheeled developer comes down the path?
Protecting our rural and agricultural lands
for future generations will be the only thing
that distinguishes us from the wall-to-wall concrete and asphalt jungle areas, such as Fort
Lauderdale and Miami. And now a majority of
our commissioners has spoken clearly, by this
example, that what the citizens themselves

worked for, and thought they had secured, no
longer matters.
Why should any future developer not believe that the door is open, and the sky is the
limit, on any lands previously protected under
Lee's Comprehensive Plan? By the commission's action, a majority has clearly shown that
the Lee plan is simply a holding pattern for future rampant development, rather than a
meaningful growth management tool. What a
sad commentary for those who labored so long
and hard to protect their own backyard neighborhoods.
And how sad, too, that these same people,
who relied on the promise of previous commissions, now have their dreams shattered by a
broken promise.
Yes indeed, what a frightening precedent.
There are 15 community plans already in place
throughout Lee County, and several being readied for adoption. Be warned, my fellow citizens,
that your efforts may have been in vain. Reasonable growth management plans, so critical
to the development certain to come, are under
attack, the result of which will return us to the
days of careless destruction of those precious
assets we used call our quality of life.
For much of the first hundred years of Lee
County's history, we made terrible mistakes
and seriously damaged so many of our natural
assets. In recent years, we finally got around to
correcting those mistakes, and the growth protection pendulum began to swing in the right
direction. That pendulum took a sudden reversal recently.
Those who love Lee County and care about
its future must not sit quietly and allow the
wanton destruction to begin. Let yourselves be
heard.
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