THIS IS RURAL: More than 70 sandhill cranes joined cattle Jan. 29 in a pasture between Duke Highway and North River Road.

Important dates








All activities listed here
are open to the public
Feb. 7: Old Olga Day, Greenwell’s Upick, State Road 31; Alva Craft Fair,
Community Center.
Feb. 9: Alva Inc. general membership meeting, 7 p.m., Alva Community Center.
Feb. 17: Regular Lee County Commission meeting, 9:30 a.m. , Fort
Myers.
Feb. 19: North Olga planning panel,
6 p.m. Bayshore Fire Station.
Feb. 24: Alva Inc. high school committee, 7 p.m., The Alva School media center.
Black history celebration, Charleston Park, 10 a.m. Community park.
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Newsletter
Information
The Alva Inc. newsletter is published
monthly.
Get the newsletter by email. Send
your address to Alva Inc. President Ruby
Daniels at:
rubydaniels@embarqmail.com
Readers of the condensed printed
version can read the full newsletter
online at Alvafl.org.
Send news and photos to editor Don
Ruane at:
ruanedon@aol.com
Join Alva Inc. by completing the membership form on Alvafl.com.
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River Hall case about rural values
Alva Inc. president Ruby Daniels went
to bat for the rural lifestyle last month
during two days of testimony on a request to rezone 553 acres of River Hall
from rural to a suburban category.
GreenPointe Communities, the developer of River Hall, wants the rezoning so
that it can add 696 housing units to the
project. GreenPointe also has an application pending to amend the Lee county
comprehensive plan to further its expansion goal.
The county’s hearing examiner will
make a recommendation to the Lee
County Commission regarding the rezoning request. The commission will make
the final decision on rezoning and the
proposed comp plan amendment.
The impact of the changes on the rural nature of the area leads Alva Inc. to
oppose the rezoning, Daniels said.
“We know the conversion of rural
land to suburban will contribute to the
erosion of rural lands in other areas of
northeast Lee County,” Daniels said.
Rural land is one unit per acre.
Homes with and without barns and animals can be next to one another and still
be rural, she said.

The residents share rural values
about the environment and things such
as homes with backyard gardens, chicken coops and large pastures with cows.
Many have pickup trucks, because they
need them around the property, Daniels
said.
GreenPointe actually could build up to
2,749 homes and condos, or 54 units
more than it is asking for, said its attorney, Russell Schropp. GreenPointe previously was approved for 1,999 housing
units by the county commission. So far
only about 325 have been built.
“This is essentially infill development,” Schropp said. “No lands will be
opened for development that aren’t already identified for development in the
master plan.”

Nancy B. Sizemore
Certified Public
Accountant
3211 Tuckahoe
Crossing LN
PO Box 605
Alva, FL 33920

REPAIRED: Thanks to Mike Buff and the Alva Garden Club the Alva Museum sign at Broadway and Palm Beach has been restored. The top beam rotted and collapsed last month.
The vertical posts are in good shape.

New feature: Historic Alva

Museum takes you back in time to early Alva
You don’t need a time
machine to travel back to
the olden days of Alva.
Just an hour or so on a
Saturday afternoon spent
at the Alva Museum,
21420 E. Pearl Street, will
do the trick. It’s open 2-4
p.m. each Saturday from
October through May.
The quaint building was
Lee County’s first public
library. Today it houses
artifacts and memorabilia FASHION: Ladies in Alva once wore
related to Alva and life in wide brim hats and lacey dresses. See
them in the first room of the museum.
Southwest Florida.
Starting this month the newsletter will put a spotlight on
some of those artifacts. We’ll also tell the stories of Alva, if you
share your treasured memories with us. Just email them to
newsletter editor Don Ruane at ruanedon@aol.com. Space is
limited so keep the length reasonable.

The Alva Museum
Open every Saturday Oct—May
2 pm. — 4 p.m.
Courtesy of the Alva Garden Club
Meetings the third Tuesday of the month
2 p. m. — 4 p. m.
Information: 239-728-3180 or 239-728-6543

www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

Residential
Commercial
Creek Land
239-728-5481
Services Provided by
Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

M &M Horticulture: debris removal
Matthew Miller Tractors:

M & M Farms: Organic Soil,
plants and materials
DBI Limousine: All occasions mild
to wild

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial
dumpsters

Tractors, Trailers
Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming,
Excavating

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping, ponds, waterfalls

SCHOOL NEWS

COMMUNITY CONTACTS
FIRE/RESCUE/SAFETY
9-1-1 EMERGENCIES

1-800-222-1222 Poison Center
NON-EMERGENCY

728-2223 Alva Fire
543-3443 Bayshore Fire
694-2833 Fort Myers Shores Fire 344-1600 Lehigh Fire
477-1000 Sheriff’s Office
728-2882 Alva Community
Center
728-2882 Olga Community
Center

Riverdale

High school research investigation begins
Seventeen people met Jan. 29 to begin organizing data
on the benefits of locating a new high school for the East
Zone on school district property
at Joel Boulevard and Tuckahoe
Road.
The group, organized by Alva,
Inc., plans to meet again Feb. 24
at 7 p.m. in The Alva School media center.
Lee County school officials are planning to build the high
school in about two years, after another high school is built
in Estero or Bonita Springs. Anticipated overcrowding is
the reason for adding the schools.
Anyone interested in helping the high school committee
should contact Alva Inc. president Ruby Daniels by email at
this address: rubydaniels@embarqmail.com.

Community
readers
wanted

Volunteers willing to
read to a classroom full of
children and to talk about
why reading is important
to them are needed Feb.
27 at The Alva School.
It’s part of a national
celebration of reading
held each year around
the birthday of children’s
author Dr. Seuss.
Here’s how it works,
according Erica Smith,
curriculum specialist and
coordinator of the reading day:
“The readers would
read their favorite book
Help The Alva School raise needed funds
or two to our students
School budgets are notoriously tight so The Alva School
and explain to them why
supporters are going online to help. SchoolStore is an
it is important to read. It
online fundraiser with 400 stores, such as WalMart and
would take about 20 to
Office Depot, where your family and friends can shop. The
30 minutes per class.
Alva School earns money each time you buy through
“They would be able to
SchoolStore.com. Sign up by computer or smartphone at
pick the time frame that
SchoolStore.com. Use school ID# 144108. Invite your famifits their schedule. They
ly and friends to join, too, then shop till you drop.
can stay for as little or
long as they are able and
Noteworthy from the Rambler News
willing or email her at.”
The mini Ipad fundraiser helped to buy six for the kinTo learn more about
dergarten students. * Three Rhode Island Red hens now
the
times available and to
live on campus as part of an ag class project * A booth
volunteer, contact Smith
highlighting K-8 learning skills over 124 years will be
at 728-2494 or by email:
manned by the school at the Lee County Fair, Feb. 26EricaLSm@leeschools.net
March 8.

Learning
Academy
Excellence in child care,
welfare and education
License: C20E0055
14801 Palm Beach
Blvd., Suite 200
Fort Myers FL 33905 .
Office: (239) 680-0104
Fax: (239) 694-0105

HOUSE OF PRAYER
RETREAT CENTER
A sacred place to
come home to self
and to God
Spiritual Direction *
Retreats Group
Presentations
17880 Cypress Rd. Alva,
Fl. 33920
(239) 728-3614 * FAX
(239) 728-3760
Office.hopretreatcenter
@gmail.com
Www.hopretreatcenter.
org

A woodsy run

Hundreds of runners competed last month in a half marathon, a relay
and a fun run through Caloosahatchee Regional Park. It was the annual River, Roots and Ruts Run sponsored by the Fort Myers Track Club.

Thanks for reading the newsletter and supporting our sponsors.

Alva Inc. Board members
Ruby Daniels (P), Emily Smith (T), Connie
Dennis (S), Jim Green, Paul Furbay,
William Redfern

