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Important dates
All activities are open to the public
May 9: Letter carriers food drive, at your
mailbox, leave food for Harry Chapin Food
Bank
May 11: General membership meeting, Alva
Inc., Alva Community Center, 7 p.m.
May 16: Armed Forces Day
May 19: Regular Lee County Commission
meeting, Courthouse, 9:30 a.m.
May 20: Lee Comp plan amendment transmittal hearing, Lee County Courthouse, 9:30
a.m.

Inside buzz
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Newsletter
Information
The Alva Inc. newsletter is published
monthly.
Get the newsletter by email. Send
your address to Alva Inc. President Ruby
Daniels at:
rubydaniels@embarqmail.com
Readers of the condensed printed
version can read the full newsletter
online at Alvafl.org.
Send news and photos to editor Don
Ruane at:
ruanedon@aol.com
Join Alva Inc. by completing the membership form on Alvafl.org.

Firefighters bring the heat: Alva firefighters cooked 80 whole chickens and served them
May 3 to raise money for equipment. Bill Becker enjoyed laughs with customers who paid
$10 for their dinner. Cliff Linzalone helped to cook the birds. Becker and Linzalone are professional firefighters for the South Trail district and volunteers in Alva.

Land use decisions coming down to final stages
Hearing examiner likes River Hall plan; North Olga OK with Alva’s
River Hall’s developer and Alva Inc.
passed milestones in April for their respective planning efforts.
River Hall developer GreenPointe
Communities secured a recommendation from the Lee County Hearing Examiner to rezone 553 acres from a rural land
use category to a suburban category. The
change would allow an additional 696
housing units to be built. The county
commission still has to vote on the rezoning to make it official.
Alva Inc. has a final draft of its land
development code (see part 2 & 3 of this
newsletter) that applies to commercial
developments, not residential ones. The
plan also was presented to the North
Olga Community Planning Panel, which
raised no objections. The two community
planning groups have an agreement to

share information about their plans.
Alva’s plan still has to work its way
through reviews by Lee County officials,
the Local Planning Agency and finally the
Lee County Commission.
The River Hall plan still needs a commission vote on a proposed amendment
to the Lee County Comprehensive Land
Use Plan before it can become effective.
See Zoning Page 2

Historic Alva

See how pioneers rocked at the Alva Museum

Zoning (from Page 1)

Time is running out to tour
the Alva Museum. This month
is your last chance to visit the
museum until it reopens in
October.
The museum is open on
Saturdays from 2-4 p.m. It is
located at 21420 E. Pearl St.
Many items on display are
from the early 20th Century,
but some are even older.
This month’s feature photo
shows a rocking chair and a
school desk from 1900.
Visitors may notice some work being done to seal leaks and stabilize the wall of
the back half of the museum, where the two buildings are joined. Grants are funding
the repair.
Part of the museum is featured each month in this newsletter. The quaint building
was Lee County’s first public library. Today it houses artifacts and memorabilia related to Alva and life in Southwest Florida.
If you have a story about early Alva or a historical picture to share, send them to
newsletter editor Don Ruane at ruanedon@aol.com.

The amendment would change the future land use of the property so that more
housing units could be allowed in northeast Lee County than are now approved.
If the amendment fails the
hearing examiner still recommends
approval of the rezoning, although the
additional units could not be built.
The hearing examiner also recommends
conditions for GreenPointe to meet if it
gets the approvals that it wants.
One condition requires GreenPointe to
pay for and install a traffic signal within
one year of the zoning change at Palm
Beach Boulevard (SR 80) and River Hall
Parkway. The county can stop development orders and building permits in River
Hall if GreenPointe doesn’t comply.
Another condition requires GreenPointe to connect River Hall with 75th
Street West in Lehigh Acres within 24
months to provide a second access to the
community.

What’s it all mean for Alva?

Sales tax out, Bonita high school project delayed
Lee County School Board members in April dropped their idea to call a vote to
increase the sales tax to raise money to pay for a new high school in Bonita Springs.
But they did agree to let the new south zone high school open next year in portables on the campus of Estero High
School.
Finding the money to build the
$50 million school and picking the
site for it have been difficult for
the district.
Which leaves some to wonder
about the status of the next high
school to be built in the east zone,
which is scheduled to follow the Bonita school by a year. The district still has no
money for the project and will have to pick a site. One possibility is district-owned
land at Tuckahoe Road and Joel Boulevard in Alva.
Alva Inc. hopes to get school board member Pamela LaRiviere to talk about the
situation at an upcoming general membership meeting of Alva Inc. The meetings are
at 7 p.m. on the second Monday of each month In the Alva Community Center.

The Alva Museum
Open every Saturday Oct—May
2 pm. — 4 p.m.
Courtesy of the Alva Garden Club
Meetings the third Tuesday of the month
2 p. m. — 4 p. m.
Information: 239-728-3180 or 239-728-6543

www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

Residential Commercial
Creek Land 239-728-5481

Services Provided by
Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

M &M Horticulture: debris removal
Matthew Miller Tractors:

M & M Farms: Organic Soil,
plants and materials
DBI Limousine: All occasions mild
to wild

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial
dumpsters

Tractors, Trailers
Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming,
Excavating

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping, ponds, waterfalls

2015 Legislature

Caldwell bill squeaks
through Legislature
A bill allowing Lehigh
Acres’ water control district
to take over streets, streetlighting, planning and other
powers from Lee County
squeaked through the Legislature just before the House
abruptly adjoined with three
days left in the
session.
The bill
would change
the East County Water Control District
into the MunicCaldwell
ipal Services
District. Any powers it takes
over from the county would
have to be described in an
agreement with the county.
Voters also would get a
chance to approve or disapprove of the agreement.
The bill was in the Senate’s hands along with other
local bills when it was approved and ordered enrolled. Once a bill is enrolled
it awaits the governor’s signature. The bill becomes law
on Dec. 31, 2016 if the governor signs it.
Caldwell also has talked to
Alva Inc. about the possibility of of forming such a district to give the area more
self-governing power. No
action has been taken on the
possibility.

Alva Inc. Board
members
Ruby Daniels (P),
Emily Smith (T), Connie Dennis (S), Jim
Green, Paul Furbay,
William Redfern

Charleston Park Day
and enjoyed a meal
Residents of
one of Alva’s old- together. Various
agencies were preest neighborhoods turned out
April 25 to celebrate the community’s growth and
improvements.
They marched
proudly through
the neighborhood

sent to talk about
the services they
offer.

Riverdale
Learning
Academy
Excellence in child care,
welfare and education
License: C20E0055
14801 Palm Beach
Blvd., Suite 200
Fort Myers FL 33905 .
Office: (239) 680-0104

Nancy B. Sizemore

Fax: (239) 694-0105

Certified Public
Accountant

HOUSE OF PRAYER
RETREAT CENTER

3211 Tuckahoe
Crossing LN
PO Box 605
Alva, FL 33920

A sacred place to
come home to self
and to God
Spiritual Direction *
Retreats Group
Presentations
17880 Cypress Rd. Alva,
Fl. 33920
(239) 728-3614 * FAX
(239) 728-3760
Office.hopretreatcenter
@gmail.com
Www.hopretreatcenter.
org

