Important dates

May 2016

All activities are public
 May 8: Mother’s Day
 May 9: Alva Inc. general
membership meeting, 7 p.m.
Alva Community Center.
 May 13: Fort Myers Shores
community bicycle ride.
Gather 7:15 p.m. at Olga
Community Center.
 May 14 Letter carriers food
drive
 May 21: Armed Forces Day
 May 30: Memorial Day

Alva Dollar General to have a standard look
Alva Inc. is contemplating a
letter campaign to change the
heart of a landowner planning
to build a Dollar General store
in Alva.
Representatives of the owner met with Alva Inc. and residents April 11 to talk about
plans for the land at 21440
Palm Beach Boulevard. That’s
the vacant land between LIS
engineering and a convenience
store at Styles Road.
Construction could start this
summer.
Alva Inc. was unable to persuade the developer to massage the standard look of a
Dollar General store to look
more rural and to use landscaping in a similar way.

A developer with look-alike project track record is making plans for Palm Beach Boulevard site.

Modifications could include
a pitched roof, porch and railing. Native vegetation rather
than hedges is preferred.
Alva Inc. also encouraged
the developer to put parking
in the rear and to preserve oak
trees on the property.
The proposed store is
going to be similar to the Dollar General on Palm Beach

Boulevard, just west of the CVS
store near Buckingham Road,
according to the representatives of the owners.
The property is zoned for
commercial uses. Alva Inc.
found no problems last year
with a proposal to unify the
zoning on the property. At the
time Alva Inc. hoped to convince the owner to follow pro-

posed land development codes
that call for design and other
features to reflect the area’s
rural nature.
The property is owned by
Palmetto Alva-SR 80 LLC.
Palmetto Capital Group of
Thomasville, Ga., manages the
property.
Thomasville is a small city
just north of Tallahassee.

Proposed school site concerns aired at Alva Inc. meeting
Noise, lights and traffic are heart-felt concerns raised during Alva Inc.’s April meeting by residents who live near a site that might be used for the next high school in the East Zone. They also
mentioned that the school would disturb animals living on nearby Conservation 20/20 land.
A proposal to use school district property at Joel Boulevard and Tuckahoe Road for the school
is being prepared by a group of Alva residents. They hope to involve people from northeast Lee
County to troubleshoot and refine their ideas over the next few months.
The proposal should try to address the concerns of all parts of the community, Alva Inc. President Ruby Daniels said.

Newsletter Information
The Alva Inc. newsletter is published monthly.
The full version is distributed by email or can be read online at Alvafl.org. To get the newsletter by email, send your address to Alva Inc. President Ruby Daniels at:
rubydaniels@embarqmail.com
Send news and photos to newsletter editor Don Ruane at: ruanedon@aol.com
Join Alva Inc. Download and complete the membership form available online at Alvafl.org.
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Riders set out on the first Northeast Lee County Critical Mass ride from the Winn-Dixie parking lot on Palm Beach Boulevard. Rides are open to
all and cost nothing to join. Thirty-eight riders from children to adults, from Alva to Naples, participated. The Northeast ride is on the second
Friday of each month. Riders gather for the May 13 ride at 7:15 p.m. at the Olga Community Center. Southwest Florida Critical Mass also has
rides in Fort Myers and Sanibel. Visit: https://www.facebook.com/groups/SWFLcriticalmass/ for more information.

Alva Museum now has $50,000 grant, work can progress.
A special state historic preservation grant has
been awarded to the Alva Library Association for
the preservation of the Alva Museum.
The museum on Pearl Street once served as
Lee County’s first public library. Remaining work
includes a stronger foundation for the rear building and a deck to provide access between the
buildings. The museum is open 2-4 p.m. on Saturdays from October through May.

Michael Thompson

Free health info for older Americans

Raccoon tracks on an Alva porch at the
height of the pine pollen release season. No
need to hunt when they come calling at the
front door.

Lehigh Regional Medical Center is
holding a free health fair May 10.
The fair is at 1500 Lee Blvd in Lehigh
Acres from 10 a.m. to noon. No reservations are needed.

Sunrise Realty Network, Inc.
12995 S. Cleveland Ave. #157
Fort Myers, FL. 33907
Cell: (239) 340-1685

The Alva Museum
Open every Saturday Oct—May
2 p.m. — 4 p.m.
Courtesy of the Alva Garden Club
Meetings the third Tuesday of the month
2 p.m. — 4 p.m.
Information: 239-728-3180 or 239-728-6543

Hickey Creek park a complex collaboration
Lee County’s Hickey’s Creek Mitigation
Park is one of several Conservation 20/20
properties in the Alva area.
Residents and the public can enjoy a
variety of activities there including hiking,
canoeing, fishing and photography.
Researchers have identified 26 plant
species and 13 species of animals in the
park, which was created to mitigate damage to gopher tortoise habit by development elsewhere in the county.
This fall voters be asked by the county
if they want to continue to dedicate some
of their property taxes to the purchase
and maintenance of land deemed worthy
of protection. Areas in green on the map
are Conservation 20/20 areas.
The mitigation park contains some
Conservation 20/20 property among its
864 acres. About $1.5 million were used
to buy the land.
The rest of the area was assembled
with the help of state and local agencies
interested in wildlife protection and water quality issues. The county’s Tourist
Development Council helped to pay for
the shoreline recreation facilities.
The park is managed by Lee County’s

door, environmental science laboratories
for the students.
Lee County also is planning for a 30acre park on Joel that will have agricultural demonstration projects that might be
useful to the students.
No date has been set as yet for the
school site selection decision.
Source: Lee County land stewardship plan.

Parks and Recreation Department.
One of the local agencies is the Lehigh
Acres Municipal Services Improvement
District or LAMSID. It manages water issues in the blue areas of the map known
as the Greenbriar Connector Preserve and
the 406-acre Greenbriar Swamp. These
areas provide for drainage to Hickey
Creek and a wildlife corridor for the
critters on roughly 2,500 acres in the area.
Some residents in the Alva area, who
support the siting of the next East Zone
high school at Tuckahoe Road and Joel
Boulevard, believe Hickey Creek Mitigation Park and the other Conservation
20/20 areas nearby could provide out-

Residential
Commercial
Creek Land
239-728-5481
LIS

Architecture, Engineering,
Land surveying
21430 Palm Beach Blvd.
Alva, FL 33920
Tel: (239) 693-9244
Fax: (239) 693-9828

Central Florida Location:
2572 West State Road 426
Suite 2064
Oviedo, FL 32765
Tel. (321) 244-0402
Fax: (321) 244-9419

HOUSE OF PRAYER RETREAT CENTER
www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

A sacred place to come home to self and to God
Spiritual Direction - Retreats - Group Presentations
17880 Cypress Rd. Alva, Fl. 33920
(239) 728-3614 * FAX (239) 728-3760
Office.hopretreatcenter@gmail.com
Www.hopretreatcenter.org

Services Provided by

Matthew Miller Tractors: Tractors, Trailers

DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to wild

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

M &M Horticulture: debris removal

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants, materials

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping, ponds,

An evening on the Caloosahatchee
Many ways to enjoy mild weather on the river

Nancy B. Sizemore
Certified Public
Accountant
3211 Tuckahoe
Crossing LN
PO Box 605
Alva, FL 33920
Phone 239-560-2953
Fax 888-514-2315
nbscpa@centurylink.net
Providing tax and accounting services in Lee
County since 1978

Riverdale
Learning Academy
Excellence in child care,
welfare and education
License: C20E0055
14801 Palm Beach Blvd.,
Suite 200
Fort Myers FL 33905 .
Office: (239) 680-0104
Fax: (239) 694-0105

