Important dates

July 2016

Alva Inc. to launch high school site campaign
Public invited to July 11 kickoff at 7 p.m. in Alva Community Center
The July general meeting of Alva Inc. will
focus on efforts to place the next East Zone
high school on school district property at Joel
Boulevard and Tuckahoe Road.
The school for 2,000 students is the next
school to be built after the district settles site
issues for a high school in Bonita Springs.
A petition supporting the Joel/Tuckahoe site
will be available to sign at the July 11 meeting.
Volunteer signups also will be held for those
who want to help.
A steering committee formed by Alva Inc. is
ready to report on its progress to date. Here is
an overview statement
describing Alva Inc.’s
two-part proposal.
“A unique opportunity to recapture the
past while moving boldly into the future is
waiting to be seized by
residents of Alva,
Charleston Park, Lehigh
Acres and others in
northeast Lee County.
“The Lee County
School District is expected to select a site

and begin construction of the next high school
in the East Zone within 12-18 months. A 102acre site already owned by the district is located at Joel Boulevard and Tuckahoe Road.
“A high school placed on that parcel will
repair the hole torn in the community fabric
when Alva High School was closed in 1972. Our
children were reassigned to the then brand
new Riverdale High School. Today their parents
must choose from high schools throughout east
Lee County and miles away from Alva. The
community also lost a great deal when the high
school closed. The high school was a gathering
place, a social center and a source of enrichment thanks to the many activities starring the
students, such as athletics and the arts.
“Our desire is to recapture the quality of life
that a high school in northeast Lee County
See High School, Page 2

Newsletter Information
The Alva Inc. newsletter is published monthly.
The full version is distributed by email or can be read online at Alvafl.org. To get the newsletter by email, send your address to Alva Inc. President Ruby Daniels at:
rubydaniels@embarqmail.com
Send news and photos to newsletter editor Don Ruane at: ruanedon@aol.com
Join Alva Inc. Download and complete the membership form available online at Alvafl.org.

All activities are public
 July 4: Independence Day
 July 11: Alva Inc. general
membership meeting, 7
p.m. Alva Community Center.
 July 20:
Anniversary of
first moon
landing
(1969)
 July 28: Anniversary of the
start of World War I (1914)

Commission hires
architect to design,
manage Joel Blvd Park
RG Architects will design an
agricultural park on the east
side of Joel Boulevard in Alva
near Lehigh Acres.
The site is about one mile
from Joel Boulevard and
Tuckahoe Road, where Alva
Inc. supports the placement of
a new high school for the East
Zone. The park could be considered for use by the school
district as an outdoor laboratory for students.
The 28-acre Joel Boulevard
Park will incorporate specialized agricultural demonstration areas. The county envisions a place where local residents can learn to grow food
at home. The park will also
include a gopher tortoise habitat, natural pine upland preserves, a nursery area, an outdoor classroom and recreational areas.
The design phase will cost
about $173,945. The estimated construction cost is $1.2
million.

Alva Inc. Board
members
Ruby Daniels (P)
Emily Smith (T)
Connie Dennis (S)
Paul Furbay

High School
would afford us all. But we also want a
bright future for all our children in the
East Zone.
“We want a future enriched by a world
class education provided in a state of the
art high school. We want our children to
be environmentally literate with the skills
needed to step into the modern workforce and make a difference. We also
want them to be able to find those jobs in
Lee County, close to home and family. We
want them to appreciate and protect our
slice of paradise. That is why we strongly
recommend the school district develop a
curriculum for the new high school centered around environmental sciences.
“We also want our students to be agriculturally literate so they can make
healthy choices and live well. That is why
we strongly recommend the school district include agricultural studies within
the environmental sciences theme.
“With these goals in mind Alva Inc.
seeks to capture this opportunity. We
need your help. Please contact any one of
us listed below or email:”

Alva education dates to 1800s
The late Charles Foster recounted Alva’s
involvement in Lee County education in
his book, “The Benevolent Dane, Captain
Peter Nelson.”
It started in 1878
when Nelson, who is
credited with the
founding of Alva, sat
on the Monroe County School Board. The
area was still part of Monroe County at
the time. He secured $600 from the Monroe school board to build an academy
where the Gwynne Institute stood at Second and Jackson streets in Fort Myers.
In 1884 Nelson had a school built near
an oxbow on the Caloosahatchee River.
A second school was built on the north
side of the river in 1903 on Academy

Street. It was consolidated with the
school south of the river. The building
was replaced later with the two-story
brick building.
Another building which became Alva
High School, was added around 1914. It
closed in 1972 and became the middle
school when Riverdale High School
opened
Nelson also donated land for the Alva
Library, which opened in 1909. The new
library was the first public library in Lee
County, which was formed out of Monroe
County in 1887.
The elementary school behind the red
brick building was added in 1994.
The elementary and middle schools
were consolidated in 2014.

Alvahighschoolcampaign@gmail.com
Ruby Daniels:
rubydaniels@embarqmail.com
Kendra Scott:
tnknfla@embarqmail.com
Connie Dennis:
constanced@excede.net
Don Ruane:
ruanedon@aol.com

Need help in Alva?
9-1-1 EMERGENCIES
1-800-222-1222 Poison Control
NON-EMERGENCY
728-2223 Alva Fire District
694-2833 Fort Myers Shores Fire District
344-1600 Lehigh Acres Fire District
477-1000 Sheriff’s Office

Clockwise: Alva’s second school absorbed a
school south of the river. The Alva Museum
was the first public library in Lee County.
The red brick school was built with local
materials. The middle school once was the
high school home of the Alva Ramblers.

Michael Thompson
Sunrise Realty Network, Inc.
12995 S. Cleveland Ave. #157
Fort Myers, FL. 33907
Cell: (239) 340-1685

The Alva Museum
Open every Saturday Oct—May
2 p.m. — 4 p.m.
Courtesy of the Alva Garden Club
Meetings the third Tuesday of the month
2 p.m. — 4 p.m.
Information: 239-728-3180 or 239-728-6543

ELECTION
2016
Your local and state candidates — Page 4

Races set; time for voters to vet their choices
Now is the time to start digging into the background of the people who want you to vote for them if you’re going to be ready for
this year’s primary and general elections.
Vetting the candidates and their claims can be done from your home or office with a computer, tablet or cell phone.
Here are online places to check out the candidates asking for your vote.
Candidate web pages: Google their names to find their pages and other information about them that might be online. Candidates
should at least broadly tell you what they stand for, provide a personal history and how you can contact them.
Facebook.com: Candidates often set up a page and a web site specifically for their campaign, but don’t forget to look at their personal page to learn more about their activities, likes and dislikes. General family information also might be available that might link
the candidate to organizations and activities that might influence their official decisions.
LinkIn.com: This is a source of work-related information. You might find a resume detailing the candidate’s work history, education,
awards and community activities.
Sheriffleefl.org: Search here to see if a candidate has an arrest record in Lee County.
Leepa.org: Find out what property a candidate owns and if he might benefit from public service. Is his or her home in the right district? Are property taxes paid on time?
Leetc.com: Here you can check the tax rolls and business tax receipt information to see if a candidate is licensed to do business in
Lee County.
Leeclerk.org: Here you can search court records to see if the candidate has had any involvement in civil or criminal cases as a plaintiff or defendant. You also can check official records that include information about activities involving real estate, courts, construction, mortgage history, marriage matters and other situations.
Education: Visit the web site of the university where the candidate claims to have attended or completed a degree. Check with the
registrar’s office to verify information or to find out if the records are available through another source. Having the years of attendance or the graduation year is helpful. In the case of female candidates, be sure to have the maiden name or name she was using at
the time of her attendance. There could be a small fee to acquire these records.
Leeelections.com: Go to the supervisor of elections page to see campaign financial reports filed by the candidates. Learn who the
candidate’s biggest supporters are, how they spend their money and their ability to finance a campaign. Tracking such information
can help identify sources of pressure that might be exerted on a successful candidate. Campaign finance records can be downloaded for free.
Sunbiz.org: This is a state web site where you can verify if a candidate’s business is registered with the Florida Secretary of State’s
office. You can search by business name or the candidate’s name. Records will reveal the type of business, list its officers and provide a corporate history.
https://www.myfloridalicense.com/wl11.asp: This is the place to verify if a candidate is licensed by the Florida Department of
Business and Professional Regulation. Results will lead you to business ties and complaints, if any, involving the candidate.
https://appsmqa.doh.state.fl.us/IRM00PRAES/PRASLIST.ASP: If the candidate works in the medical field this link will help you
verify his or her license and any disciplinary action against them.
http://www.ethics.state.fl.us/: Here you can look up results of ethics complaints involving a candidate. Use the “research” button
on the site to help you find cases.
http://www.fec.state.fl.us/FECWebFi.nsf/pages/SearchOrders: Final orders about election law violations by the Florida Elections
Commission issued since 2007 are available at this link.

Primary: Aug. 30 General: Nov. 8
Registration books close Aug. 1 for the primary; Oct. 11 for the general

State Representative District 79
MATT CALDWELL 239-246-2217
matt@votecaldwell.org or www.votecaldwell.org
REPUBLICAN
MATT MILLER 239-872-0690
info@mattmillerforleecounty.org
NO PARTY AFFILIATION
JOHN WALTER SCOTT 941-212-0048
votejohnscott@gmail.com
DEMOCRAT
State Senate District 27
LIZBETH BENACQUISTO 561-688-0061
lizbeth@lizbethforsenate.com or lizbethforsenate.com
REPUBLICAN
JASON REVEL MAUGHAN 239-472-2424
maughancampaign@gmail.com
REPUBLICAN
Lee County Commission District 3
DICK ANDERSON 239-470-4703
dickanderson52@gmail.com
REPUBLICAN
LARRY KIKER 239-463-0000 EXT 123
larry@larrykiker.com
REPUBLICAN
Lee County Commission District 5
KEN DOBSON 239-677-5252
kennydobson47@gmail.com or
www.kendobsonforcommissioner.com
REPUBLICAN
SONNY HAAS 239-707-0516
sonny.haas@yahoo.com
NO AFFILIATION
FRANK MANN 239-694-1901
manncamp@aol.com
REPUBLICAN
DIANE H ZIGROSSI 815-735-8394
dlzleecounty@yahoo.com
DEMOCRAT
Lee County School District 2
JEANNE S DOZIER 239-479-5281 or 239-850-0740
jdschbdrun@aol.com NON PARTISAN
CHARLIE FLORES 239-822-7997 or 239-275-8006
charlieflores2016@gmail.com
NON PARTISAN
MELISA W GIOVANNELLI 239-437-2063 or 239-470-7487
melisagiovannelli@gmail.com
NON PARTISAN
DAVID LUSK 239-872-6497 or 239-940-8710
david.lusk@yahoo.com NON PARTISAN
KIMBERLY HURLEY 239-223-8941
kim@votehurley.com NON PARTISAN
STEPHEN F SOLAK 239-292-8039
stevesolak@aol.com NON PARTISAN
Lee County School District 3
LORI FAYHEE 239-776-8889

lfayheedistrict3@gmail.com
NON PARTISAN
CHRIS PATRICCA 518-281-2283
christinepatricca@gmail.com
NON PARTISAN
Lee County School District 6 countywide
DON H ARMSTRONG 239-281-5563
don@donniearmstrong.com
NON PARTISAN
CHARLES B DAILEY 239-980-3082
charles.b.dailey@gmail.com
NON PARTISAN
RICHARD L DUNMIRE 239-292-9360 or 239-995-6066
richsandii@comcast.net
NON PARTISAN
JANE KUCKEL

239-949-9118 or 239-940-2562

kuckeljane@gmail.com or www.janekuckel.com
NON PARTISAN
Lee County School District 7 countywide
CATHLEEN MORGAN 239-947-4755 or 804-814-1815
morgan4lcps@gmail.com
NON PARTISAN
CHRIS QUACKENBUSH 239-823-2980
rquack4131@aol.com
NON PARTISAN
DERRICK DONNELL 239-677-5257
votefordrdonnell@yahoo.com
NO PARTY AFFILIATION
GUIDO A MINAYA 239-673-8281
gminaya@minayalearning.com NON PARTISAN
BETSY VAUGHN 239-561-4634
betsy.vaughn@embarqmail.com NON PARTISAN
Lee County Sheriff
JAMES DIDIO 239-810-3422
jamesdidioforsheriff@gmail.com
NO PARTY AFFILIATION
STEPHANIE H ELLER 239-823-4494
seller4lee@gmail.com REPUBLICAN
MIKE SCOTT 239-671-2950
mike@wewantmike.com REPUBLICAN
Lee County Supervisor of Elections
TOMMY DOYLE 239-707-6392 or 239-980-2224
tommy@votetommydoyle.com or www.votetommydoyle.com
NON PARTISAN
SHARON L HARRINGTON 239-332-3546
slharr02@comcast.net or www.vote4harrington.com
NON PARTISAN
JAMES "HEF" HEFREN 239-332-8575
airhef@gmail.com NON PARTISAN
CARMEN SALOME
239-745-5127 carmen.salome4@gmail.com NON PARTISAN
DAN SINCLAIR
239-634-7877 or 239-634-7877
supervisor@dansinclair.com

NON PARTISAN

Environmental management plans protect recreation, animals
Botanists, hikers, canoers, birdwatchers
and others who enjoy green spaces can
thank the state and Lee County for keeping two Alva area preserves wild yet accessible to the public.
Hickey’s Creek Mitigation Park and the
Greenbriar Connector are managed by
Florida’s Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission and Lee County’s Parks and
Recreation . The relationship is longstanding and will continue that way.
“Forever, we will be involved in this,”
FWC’s Steve Chatler told about 15 people
at the public June meeting of Alva Inc.
“It’s really a gem we have here in northeast Lee County,” said Annisa Karim, a
biologist with the county.
Chatler and Karim presented an update
on the 10-year management plans for the
two environmentally sensitive areas. Fire,
herbicide spraying and even guided feral

preserve the park’s habitat in exchange
for permission to build on another site
where the tortoise might be present.
The Greenbriar Connector, which links
the Greenbriar Swamp to the Hickey’s
Creek area, is less accessible. Vehicle access is not allowed, but people can walk
into the area at several points.

hog hunts are some of the techniques
used to control exotics and keep the habitat healthy, they said.
Hickey’s Creek was opened to the public
in 2002. There are five miles of trails to
walk, a canoe/kayak launch, fishing pier,
picnic areas and an amphitheater.
Hickey’s Creek was intended to mitigate the loss of habitat for the gopher
tortoise, which is a species of special interest. Developers would pay a fee to help

Residential
Commercial

Candidate visits Alva Inc.

Creek Land

District 6 School Board candidate Jane Kuckel
attended Alva Inc.’ June meeting and spoke on funding options for a high school at Tuckahoe Road and
Joel Boulevard. Kuckel posed afterwards with Alva
Inc. president Ruby Daniels and River Hall resident
Tug Thornberry.

239-728-5481
LIS

Architecture, Engineering,
Land surveying
21430 Palm Beach Blvd.
Alva, FL 33920
Tel: (239) 693-9244
Fax: (239) 693-9828

Central Florida Location:
2572 West State Road 426
Suite 2064
Oviedo, FL 32765
Tel. (321) 244-0402
Fax: (321) 244-9419

HOUSE OF PRAYER RETREAT CENTER
www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

A sacred place to come home to self and to God
Spiritual Direction - Retreats - Group Presentations
17880 Cypress Rd. Alva, Fl. 33920
(239) 728-3614 * FAX (239) 728-3760
Office.hopretreatcenter@gmail.com
Www.hopretreatcenter.org

Services Provided by

Matthew Miller Tractors: Tractors, Trailers

DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to wild

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

M &M Horticulture: debris removal

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants, materials

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping, ponds,

Fire fighters building truck to battle brush fires
Alva fire fighters are putting their mechanical skills to work this summer to build a
brush truck, according to Chief Joey Tiner.
The work is in the early stages. When complete the truck will replace another
truck that has reached the end of its firefighting capabilities, Tiner said.
The new truck is a 2.5-ton military vehicle on loan from the Division of Forestry.
It’s diesel powered and equipped with four-wheel drive.
“We will perform all the fabrication on this vehicle ourselves and hope to have it
in service by September. We have applied for a 50 percent grant from the Florida
Fire Service to help cover some of the cost,” Tiner said.

Nancy B. Sizemore
Certified Public
Accountant
3211 Tuckahoe
Crossing LN
PO Box 605
Alva, FL 33920
Phone 239-560-2953

Photo by Laura Ruane
Horses graze in the distance on a sunlit June morning on Fichter’s Creek Lane

House of Prayer hires a new director
The House of Prayer Retreat Center
in Alva is now under the direction of
Gerard Murphy, who brings his experience as a retreat house director in Arizona and Virginia to Southwest Florida.
Murphy, who is a former priest from
the Catholic Diocese
of Oakland, CA, assumed his position as
executive director on
May 16. He replaces
Sr. Carol Beevers, who
served as the director
for 11 years and is
now retired. The retreat center serves
residents and businesses throughout
Murphy
Southwest Florida.
“I consider the role of retreat center
director as a calling, as an invitation to
embrace a sacred way of life,” Murphy
said. “I liken my new position to that of
‘servant-leader’ who demonstrates
spiritual leadership, companionship,
direction, and vision to all I am called to
serve and minister alongside.”

Murphy is the former director of Jubilee House Retreat and Conference Center
in Abingdon, VA. He also ministered at
the Redemptorist Renewal Center in Tucson, AZ. He was born and educated in
Ireland prior to relocating to the United
States in 1999. He holds degrees in English literature, philosophy, theology and
anthropology.
The House of Prayer Retreat Center is
open to people of all faiths in Collier and
Lee counties. It offers programs, retreats
and spiritual direction to those who want
to learn more about themselves and God.
The House is at 17880 Cypress Creek
Road. The web site is :
hopretreatcenter.org.
The board of directors for the retreat
center has encouraged Murphy to expand and diversify the programming at
the center. His duties also will include
expanding the use of the 10-acre, wooded facility to include ceremonies such as
weddings and a regular Sunday service.
For more information about the retreat center or to contact Murphy, call
239-728-3614.

Fax 888-514-2315
nbscpa@centurylink.net
Providing tax and accounting services in Lee
County since 1978

Riverdale
Learning Academy
Excellence in child care,
welfare and education
License: C20E0055
14801 Palm Beach Blvd.,
Suite 200
Fort Myers FL 33905 .
Office: (239) 680-0104
Fax: (239) 694-0105

