Important dates
All activities are public





September 2016

Sept. 5: Labor Day
Sept. 11: Grandparents Day
(Hug ‘em if you got ‘em)
Sept. 12: Alva Inc. general
membership meeting, 7 p.m.
Alva Community Center
Sept. 12: Tentative budget
hearing, 5:45 p.m. Alva Fire
District, station on Styles
Road. Final budget hearing 6
p.m. Sept. 26

Food security
Charleston Park: Food help
for older residents and for the
needy is available at the
Charleston Park Community
Center.
The center’s pantry is open
Thursday, Sept 15 and Sept. 29
from 9-11 a.m. both days. The
pantry is open to everyone and
is available on the 2nd and 4th
Thursday of every month
A breakfast for seniors is set
for Friday, Sept. 16 from 9 to
10 a.m., Anyone 50 or older is
invited.
Help with food emergencies
between pantry dates also is
available upon request. Contact the resident coordinator at
the center.
Yvette Lee
Resident Coordinator
yvettelee@goodwillswfl.org
Phone:(239) 728-8895

Babcock Ranch CEO Syd Kitson and planner Alexis Crespo describe development plans for the map areas
outlined in yellow during a special meeting of Alva Inc. in August

Babcock to save land, avoid North River Road
The Babcock Ranch will offer 2,200 acres for purchase by the Conservation 20/20 program
developer Syd Kitson said during a meeting to explain plans to the Alva community.
“We’re absolutely committed to selling that to the 20/20 program,” Kitson said.
He also said no roads will link the project to North River Road except for an emergency service road Lee County might require.
More Babcock, Page 2

School site foes asked to present case at Sept. 12 meeting
LEARN MORE: Read documents about Alva Inc.’s proposal for the high school site
and curriculum under the
FILES tab on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1021382967956811/
To sign an online petition in
support of Alva Inc.’s proposal go to:
http://www.ipetitions.com/
petition/east-zone-highschool-site-support

The most vocal opponent to placing a high
school at Joel Boulevard and Tuckahoe Road has
accepted an invitation to present the case
against the location during the Sept. 12 Alva Inc.
meeting. The meeting is at 7 p.m. in the Alva
Community Center.
Denise Eberle , a frequent contributor to the
discussion on the public group Facebook page
“East Zone High School”, said she won’t present
the case herself but others will. Their names
were not available in time for this newsletter.
Eberle and others who live near the site say
a high school will disrupt their rural life with

noise, traffic and lights and that people who
don’t live near the area don’t understand the
impact it will have.
Eberle requested through the Facebook page
that attendance be limited to opponents. Alva
Inc. president Ruby Daniels responded to the
request with a Facebook post:
“Alva Inc. does not run closed meetings, ever.
We are a public organization and provide a
platform for the exchange of ideas in a public
forum. We have done that for years and many
topics of importance have been discussed. When
See School, Page 2

Babcock, from page 1
Kitson made the remarks during the second of two Alva Inc.
meetings held last month so plans for the massive development
could be explained to Alva residents. About 85 people attended
the first meeting and 45 the second.
Alva Inc. president Ruby Daniels said KItson and his team are
addressing issues of concern to Alva Inc. and have listened to
Alva Inc.’s proposals. She thanked the Babcock team for a productive evening.
She encouraged Babcock to stay in touch and offered to
schedule any of its concerns for discussion during an Alva Inc.
meeting. “It makes for much better relationship when communication is open and flows both ways,” Daniels said.
Babcock already has placed 90 percent of the ranch into protective categories either through sales to the state, to meet
state requirements and to provide outdoor recreation for residents.
The development is split by the Charlotte County line.
Babcock plans to build 17,870 housing units already approved
by Charlotte County. The units will be clustered in hamlets.
Babcock plans to build 1,630 units or 1 unit per 2.6 acres in
Lee County. Current regulations allow 1 unit per 10 acres. Babcock also plans 50 units on 50 acres just east of Bayshore Road
and SR 31.
The first work to be done will be the start of the town center
business district, 220 homes around the town center and hotels
and amenities for a 300-acre area that will be donated to Lee
County to create a baseball tournament area with Perfect
Game.
Alva Inc. was concerned the project, which could have some
40,000 residents someday, would make heavy use of North
River Road and encourage more large developments in that
area.
But Kitson said residents will not have access to North River
Road from the development. It also was stated that Babcock’s
application for approval from Lee County government will be so
tightly written that other developers will not be able to use it as
a precedent to bolster their own plans.

A fixed structure will replace the Wilson Pigott drawbridge of SR
31 as Babcock Ranch’s development progresses.

SR31’s future in Babcock’s hands
Babcock Ranch will pay to make SR31 a divided, four-lane
highway from Bayshore Road north to its entrance just north
of the Charlotte County line.
That’s the word from Babcock executives and consultants.
Improvements from Bayshore to Palm Beach Boulevard
will be planned by Babcock and the state, but at the state’s
expense. The drawbridge will be replaced by a fixed span
high enough to let sailboats pass under it.
“The good news is Lee County is not paying for any of this.
It’s between the developer and FDOT.” Babcock planning
consultant Alexis Crespo said.
Kitson also said the proposed Perfect Game tournament
baseball complex won’t generate much traffic because all
activities will be on site.
Residents
listen to
Babcock
plans
during a
special
Alva Inc.
meeting.

School
you are invited to be a guest speaker, YOU HAVE THE FLOOR! You have seen me run
enough meetings to know I can run one. And it will be orderly and civil. There is no
reason you should feel you can't be heard.”
Meanwhile, discussion on the Facebook page focused on traffic issues, particularly
along Tuckahoe, Styles and Packinghouse roads. Suggestions thus far include adding
sidewalks, widening the streets, working out a limited access plan for Tuckahoe between Styles and Joel, more street lights, add a bike path and put an entrance to the
school on Joel with a left turn lane at the south end of the school property.

Michael Thompson
Sunrise Realty Network, Inc.
12995 S. Cleveland Ave. #157
Fort Myers, FL. 33907
Cell: (239) 340-1685

The Alva Museum
Open every Saturday Oct—May
2 p.m. — 4 p.m.
Courtesy of the Alva Garden Club
Meetings the third Tuesday of the month
2 p.m. — 4 p.m.
Information: 239-728-3180 or 239-728-6543

Clearing and fill
work are under
way at the site of a
Dollar General
store to be built
near Styles Road
and Palm Beach
Boulevard.

Fire district to adopt budget
after two public hearings
The Alva Fire Control and Rescue District
is preparing its budget for the 12-month
period beginning Oct. 1.
Public hearings on the budget are scheduled this month,
The fire commission meets at the station
on Styles Road.
A tentative budget hearing to set a possible tax rate is scheduled for 5:45 p.m. on
Monday, Sept. 12. The tax rate cannot go
any higher than the tentative rate, but it
could go down.
The final budget hearing, when the budget and final tax rate are approved, is scheduled for 6 p.m. on Monday, Sept. 26, at 6
p.m.
Chief Joey Tiner said the district may not
need to use any reserved funds next year.

Alva Inc.
Board of Directors
Ruby Daniels (P)
Emily Smith (T)
Connie Dennis (S)
Paul Furbay

Residential
Commercial

Newsletter Information
The Alva Inc. newsletter is published monthly.
Get the newsletter by email. Send your address to Alva Inc. President Ruby Daniels at:: rubydaniels@embarqmail.com
Readers of the condensed printed version available at some business locations
can see the full newsletter online at Alvafl.org. Membership forms also are available
here.
Send news and photos to editor Don Ruane at: ruanedon@aol.com

Creek Land
239-728-5481
LIS

Architecture, Engineering,
Land surveying
21430 Palm Beach Blvd.
Alva, FL 33920
Tel: (239) 693-9244
Fax: (239) 693-9828

Central Florida Location:
2572 West State Road 426
Suite 2064
Oviedo, FL 32765
Tel. (321) 244-0402
Fax: (321) 244-9419

HOUSE OF PRAYER RETREAT CENTER
www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

A sacred place to come home to self and to God
Spiritual Direction - Retreats - Group Presentations
17880 Cypress Rd. Alva, Fl. 33920
(239) 728-3614 * FAX (239) 728-3760
Office.hopretreatcenter@gmail.com
Www.hopretreatcenter.org

Services Provided by

Matthew Miller Tractors: Tractors, Trailers

DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to wild

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

M &M Horticulture: debris removal

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants, materials

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping, ponds,

PETITION
Support a new East Zone high school @ Tuckahoe Road and Joel Boulevard
www.ipetitions.com/petition/east-zone-high-school-site-support
Why this site?
Growth creating a demand for East Zone school serving students from Alva, Buckingham, Charleston Park, Gateway, Lehigh
Acres, North Fort Myers, Olga and Tice
School district owns the site; banked land ahead of time to save tax dollars
Site has expansion space for future growth
Site impacts fewer homes than other district land—143 homes within one mile of site vs. 345 within half mile of smaller site in
Gateway
Site has 102 acres allowing planners to isolate areas and uses most offensive to neighbors
Site size makes on-site management possible to minimize traffic impacts . Driveways on Joel and Tuckahoe could provide easy
access and egress from site without tying up commuters
Site located near hundreds of acres of Conservation 20/20 preserves, Caloosahatchee River and numerous creeks making this an
ideal setting for a school with strong environmental science and agricultural programs as recommended by Alva Inc.
Safety rocks. Alva’s fire and rescue district headquarters less than a mile away; Lehigh Acres fire and rescue services less than
five miles away. Building could serve as a storm shelter.
A high school here creates opportunities for community activities and programs in support of education and other community
values such as the arts, sports, recreation and gathering space
High school would create jobs during construction and for staffing the school
Community can become involved as mentors, advisors and participants in school activities such as concerts and sports
School creates a unique blend of feelings for a neighborhood school while serving a larger community-wide need
Additional information available at or from:
Alva Inc. is a not for profit organization dedicated to preserving the rural nature of Alva while addressing and raising public
awareness of important issues affecting residents.

This petition drive is sponsored by Alva Inc.
Alvafl.org
Facebook: East Zone High School (public group)
Facebook: Alva Florida Friends, Family & Photos
Nextdoor.com/Alva
rubydaniels@embarqmail.com
ruanedon@aol.com
tnknfla@embarqmail.com
dmwatkin@gmail.com,

Primary Election results
Winners
Nancy B. Sizemore
Certified Public
Chris Patricca, District 3 School Board; Larry Kiker, District 3 County Commission; Frank Mann, District 5 County Commission; Mike Scott, Sheriff

On to November Primary leader in bold
School Board District 2
Jeanne Dozier v. Melisa Giovanneli
How Precinct 1 voted:
Voting limited to District 2 residents

School Board District 6
Jane Kuckel v. Don Armstrong

Accountant
3211 Tuckahoe
Crossing LN
PO Box 605
Alva, FL 33920
Phone 239-560-2953
Fax 888-514-2315
nbscpa@centurylink.net
Providing tax and accounting services in Lee
County since 1978

How Precinct 1 voted:
Kuckel 260, Armstrong 186

Riverdale
Learning Academy

School Board District 7
Cathleen Morgan v. Chris
Quackenbush
How Precinct 1 voted:
Quackenbush 218, Morgan 211

Supervisor of Elections
Sharon Harrington v. Tommy Doyle
How Precinct 1 voted:
Doyle 343, Harrington 271

Excellence in child care,
welfare and education
License: C20E0055
14801 Palm Beach Blvd.,
Suite 200
Fort Myers FL 33905 .
Office: (239) 680-0104
Fax: (239) 694-0105

