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HIGH SCHOOL UPDATE

Alva Museum
opens doors
to another time

Opponents list
their concerns
about Alva site
A large audience heard
arguments against the proposed use of an Alva site for
the next East Zone high school
during the public September
meeting of Alva Inc.
Denise Eberle and David
Carter, both residents of
Tuckahoe Road east of Joel
Boulevard, presented their
reasons for opposing the use
of the 102-acre site at Tuckahoe Road and Joel Boulevard.
Alva Inc. is gathering information to support the use of
that site and to recommend a
curriculum heavy on environmental sciences with some
agricultural studies if the
school is built there.

LEARN MORE: Read documents about Alva Inc.’s proposal for the high school site
and curriculum under the
FILES tab on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1021382967956811/
To sign an online petition in
support of Alva Inc.’s proposal go to:
http://www.ipetitions.com/
petition/east-zone-highschool-site-support





Oct. 10: Alva Inc. general
membership meeting, 7 p.m.
Alva Community Center. Topic: Conservation 20/20’s future
Oct. 18: Alva Garden Club
meeting, 2 p.m. Museum on
Pearl Street
Oct. 24: Early voting week
begins
Oct. 31: Halloween
Nov. 5: Alva Cemetery Day
Nov. 8 Election Day

Map shows how a school at the Alva site, vs. the Gateway
site, would ease the geographic inequity in the distribution of high school classrooms in the East Zone.
Alva Inc. has a steering
committee guiding the collection of the information. The
steering committee was present for the opposition's comments, and has concluded,
after considering their points,
that work to develop the proposal should continue.
Meanwhile, a public group
Facebook page named East
Zone High School continues
the process of preparing a
recommendation for the Lee
County School District, which
will make the site selection
decision. The page was established in early July. The initial
focus for the page was to collect ideas and concerns about

using the site. That phase has
ended after nearly three
months of debate. The focus
now is on preparing the recommendation and getting volunteers to help with activities
such as passing out information to the public, writing
letters to the media.
About 136 people have
signed an online petition supporting the use of the site.
Supporters also outnumbered
opponents present when a
show of hands was requested
at the meeting.
Eberle and Carter presented an overview of their objections. The school will diminish
See Foes, Page 3

The Alva Library Museum
is open again for people who
want to learn more about the
past.
The museum is open from
2-4 p.m. each Saturday
through May.
The Alva Garden Club operates the museum. The
club’s first meeting of the
season is Oct. 18 at 2 p.m. in
the museum. New members
and guests are welome. Vice
President Wendy Sprague will
give a talk on "Healing
Herbs." A field trip for our
second meeting, in November, will be discussed.
A visit to the museum
allows one to step back in
time to the era before the
Army Corps of Engineers
straightened the Caloosahatchee River. Enjoy period
dresses and clothing, a dugout canoe and many other
artifacts and photos from
Alva's History.
“We are always looking for
volunteers to staff and assist
in the Museum,” Sprague
said.
Some exhibits won’t be
available as the museum is
undergoing renovations. The
See Museum, Page2

Celebration, cat rescue raise spirits about Alva Cemetery
A day of remembrance
to mark the history and
importance of the Alva
Cemetery is being planned
for Nov. 5.
The event runs from 24 p.m.
The cemetery occupies
land donated by the English family.
The Alva Cemetery
Board manages the cemetery. Board members will be there to
answer your questions
The Alva Fire & Rescue District will have food to purchase and
the ladies and teens from the Alva Church of God also will have
baked goods for sale.

Alva residents rallied to
rescue 3 kittens abandoned
last month in the Alva Cemetery. The rescue was detailed
by posts on Facebook.
Deborah Johnson and her
husband searched for two
kittens but lacked a trap to
catch them.
“They are so thin, and the female will end up having

kittens if she is not spayed.” Johnson posted. She left food
and water for the kittens and eventually caught one.
“People are forever dumping their unwanted pets out here
in Alva. I live one road west of the cemetery and see them in
the orange grove and on my property all the time,” posted
Bob Clark.

Museum
The Alva Library
Museum is open
Saturdays from
2-4 p.m..
Dave Hanks,
right, works on
an earlier phase
to renovate the
Owanita Chapel
section located
behind the main
building.

moving of the Owanita Chapel part of the
Museum, to resettle it on a new foundation, has been postponed to after hurricane season.
The move should commence in early
2017. This is being coordinated with a
state of Florida grant to the Alva Library
Association to restore the Alva Library

Museum building itself. The final details
of the state grant are currently being
worked out by the LIbrary Association.
Please contact Wendy Sprague (239)
728-6543 for more information on volunteering at the Museum or joining or
attending the Alva Garden Club meetings.

J
Michael Thompson
Sunrise Realty Network, Inc.
12995 S. Cleveland Ave. #157
Fort Myers, FL. 33907
Cell: (239) 340-1685

The Alva Museum
Open every Saturday Oct—May
2 p.m. — 4 p.m.
Courtesy of the Alva Garden Club
Meetings the third Tuesday of the month
2 p.m. — 4 p.m.
Information: 239-728-3180 or 239-728-6543

Foes
the rural nature of the area and the lifestyle people sought when they moved to
Alva, they said. Another site, also owned by
the school district, in Gateway is a better
choice, they said.
Their list included the impacts they see
from the school’s lighting, drifting band
sounds, water use, traffic, herbicides and
pesticides, wastewater treatment process
and crime.
They did not go into much detail.
Carter, for example, had no information on
the numerous accidents he said occur on
Joel Boulevard.
A public comment period followed. Opponents expressing an opinion outnumbered supporters 14-7.

Traveling North River Road in
September often meant delays
while workers installed concrete
power poles and then rewired
the area east of Scout Camp
Road.

Alva Inc.
Board of Directors
Ruby Daniels (P)
Emily Smith (T)
Connie Dennis (S)
Paul Furbay, Darren Watkins

Residential
Commercial

Newsletter Information
The Alva Inc. newsletter is published monthly.
Get the newsletter by email. Send your address to Alva Inc. President Ruby Daniels at:: rubydaniels@embarqmail.com
Readers of the condensed printed version available at some business locations
can see the full newsletter online at Alvafl.org. Membership forms also are available
here.
Send news and photos to editor Don Ruane at: ruanedon@aol.com

Creek Land
239-728-5481
LIS

Architecture, Engineering,
Land surveying
21430 Palm Beach Blvd.
Alva, FL 33920
Tel: (239) 693-9244
Fax: (239) 693-9828

Central Florida Location:
2572 West State Road 426
Suite 2064
Oviedo, FL 32765
Tel. (321) 244-0402
Fax: (321) 244-9419

HOUSE OF PRAYER RETREAT CENTER
www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

A sacred place to come home to self and to God
Spiritual Direction - Retreats
Group Presentations - Weddings
17880 Cypress Rd. Alva, Fl. 33920
(239) 728-3614 * FAX (239) 728-3760
Office.hopretreatcenter@gmail.com or Www.hopretreatcenter.org

Services Provided by

Matthew Miller Tractors: Tractors, Trailers

DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to wild

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

M &M Horticulture: debris removal

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants, materials

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping, ponds,

PETITION
Support a new East Zone high school @ Tuckahoe Road and Joel Boulevard
www.ipetitions.com/petition/east-zone-high-school-site-support
Why this site?
Growth creating a demand for East Zone school serving students from Alva, Buckingham, Charleston Park, Gateway, Lehigh
Acres, North Fort Myers, Olga and Tice
School district owns the site; banked land ahead of time to save tax dollars
Site has expansion space for future growth
Site impacts fewer homes than other district land—143 homes within one mile of site vs. 345 within half mile of smaller site in
Gateway
Site has 102 acres allowing planners to isolate areas and uses most offensive to neighbors
Site size makes on-site management possible to minimize traffic impacts . Driveways on Joel and Tuckahoe could provide easy
access and egress from site without tying up commuters
Site located near hundreds of acres of Conservation 20/20 preserves, Caloosahatchee River and numerous creeks making this an
ideal setting for a school with strong environmental science and agricultural programs as recommended by Alva Inc.
Safety rocks. Alva’s fire and rescue district headquarters less than a mile away; Lehigh Acres fire and rescue services less than
five miles away. Building could serve as a storm shelter.
A high school here creates opportunities for community activities and programs in support of education and other community
values such as the arts, sports, recreation and gathering space
High school would create jobs during construction and for staffing the school
Community can become involved as mentors, advisors and participants in school activities such as concerts and sports
School creates a unique blend of feelings for a neighborhood school while serving a larger community-wide need
Additional information available at or from:
Alva Inc. is a not for profit organization dedicated to preserving the rural nature of Alva while addressing and raising public
awareness of important issues affecting residents.

This petition drive is sponsored by Alva Inc.
Alvafl.org
Facebook: East Zone High School (public group)
Facebook: Alva Florida Friends, Family & Photos
Nextdoor.com/Alva
rubydaniels@embarqmail.com
ruanedon@aol.com
tnknfla@embarqmail.com
dmwatkin@gmail.com
constanced@exede.net

Conservation 20/20 issue leads local ballot
Voters have a local issue to settle when
they go to the polls on Nov. 8.
They will be asked if they want to continue the Conservation 20/20 program.
The issue is the topic of the next Alva
Inc. public meeting on Oct. 10, 7 p.m. in
the Alva Community Center.
Lee County voters established the

program in 1996.
The program has purchased 24,000
acres for conservation since voters agreed
to pay 50 cents per $1,000 of taxable
property value to buy and maintain land.
Voting yes or no will not affect taxes,
according to Barbara Manzo, chair of the
Yes on Conservation 20/20 Committee.

Early voting begins Oct. 24, ends Nov. 5
Early voting will be available from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. at these locations:
Lee County Elections Center, East County Regional Library, Cape Coral Branch
Office, Veterans Park Recreation Center, Cape Coral-Lee County Library, Estero Recreation Center, Northwest Regional Library, North Fort Myers Recreation Center,
Bonita Springs branch Office, Schandler Hall Community Park.

Also on the November ballot (Primary leader in bold)
School Board District 2
Jeanne Dozier v. Melisa Giovanneli
How Precinct 1 voted:
Voting limited to District 2 residents

School Board District 6
Jane Kuckel v. Don Armstrong

Nancy B. Sizemore
Certified Public
Accountant
3211 Tuckahoe
Crossing LN
PO Box 605
Alva, FL 33920
Phone 239-560-2953
Fax 888-514-2315
nbscpa@centurylink.net
Providing tax and accounting services in Lee
County since 1978

How Precinct 1 voted:
Kuckel 260, Armstrong 186

Riverdale
Learning Academy

School Board District 7
Cathleen Morgan v. Chris
Quackenbush
How Precinct 1 voted:
Quackenbush 218, Morgan 211

Supervisor of Elections
Sharon Harrington v. Tommy Doyle
How Precinct 1 voted:
Doyle 343, Harrington 271

Excellence in child care,
welfare and education
License: C20E0055
14801 Palm Beach Blvd.,
Suite 200
Fort Myers FL 33905 .
Office: (239) 680-0104
Fax: (239) 694-0105

