Important dates








Nov. 5: Alva Cemetery
Day, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Nov. 8 Election Day
Nov. 11: Veterans Day
Nov. 14: Alva Inc. general
membership meeting, 7
p.m. Alva Community
Center.
Nov. 24: Thanksgiving
Nov. 27: Advent begins

November 2016

High school plan lands Lehigh endorsement
The Community Council
of Lehigh Acres endorsed
Alva Inc.’s proposal for the
next East Zone high school
site when it met Oct. 17.
The council appointed
three of its members to draft
a resolution in support of
the proposal to put the
2,000-student school on
district-owned property at
Tuckahoe Road and Joel
Boulevard.
The Community Council
of Lehigh Acres serves as the
voice for unincorporated
Lehigh Acres. Established in
1968 it partners with the
citizens and government
agencies on a regular basis
to discuss and act on issues
affecting Lehigh Acres. The
Council strives to be representative of Lehigh Acres
residents and address

LEARN MORE: Read documents about Alva Inc.’s proposal for the high school site
and curriculum under the
FILES tab on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1021382967956811/
To sign an online petition in
support of Alva Inc.’s proposal go to:
http://www.ipetitions.com/
petition/east-zone-highschool-site-support

The proposed Gateway site (right) will impact many more homes
than the Alva site (left).

the rights and concerns of the
residents and businesses with
the appropriate governmental
agencies.
Meanwhile, the steering
committee is finalizing its site
proposal and recommendation
to include a strong curriculum
of environmental science and
agriculture studies.
Watch the public group Facebook page “East Zone high
school” for a series of issueoriented posts that readers can
use to write supportive letters

to school board members,
school district members and
the media. The district plans to
pick the site by April.
Steering Committee
Ruby Daniels
rubydaniels@embarqmail.com

Don Ruane
ruanedon@aol.com
Kendra Scott
tnknfla@embarqmail.com
Darren Watkins
dmwatkin@gmail.com
Connie Dennis
Constanced@exede.net

School site foe calls newsletter report erroneous
“The newsletter of Oct. 2016 inaccurately reflects the show
of hands of those that attended the Sept. Alva Inc. meeting in
regards to the support or opposition of the campaign of Alva
Inc. for the EZHS at Tuckahoe and Joel .
In fact, the " large" audience in attendance , and the show
of hands was clear that the opposition was greater and reflected roughly 3/4 in OPPOSITION. There were an estimated 50
people in attendance .” — Denise Eberle
The newsletter stands by its report — Don Ruane, editor

Non-binding vote
gets good reception
Supporters of the nonbinding vote on the future
of the county’s Conservation 20/20 program spoke
to Alva Inc. last month to
encourage more backing.
The result of the Nov. 8
ballot question will give Lee
County commissioners
guidance on how to handle
the program that has saved
24,000 acres for conservation since it started.
“This program already is
in your budget. It’s not going to cost anyone one penny,” said proponent Holly
Schwartz. “The board wanted some reassurance because this was voted on in
1996.”
The six cities in Lee
County have adopted resolutions to support the program, according to
Schwartz and Marisa Carrozzo of the Conservancy of
Southwest Florida. The two
spoke on behalf of the “Yes
on Conservation 20/20”
coalition, which includes 16
groups.
Continuing to acquire
conservation land enables
the county to have sustainable growth, Carrozzo said.
See 20/20, Page 4

School board changes with vote
2 at-large members to join panel
Here’s a look at your at-large school board seat choices

School Board
District 6
Jane Kuckel v. Don Armstrong
Precinct 1 primary vote:
Kuckel 260, Armstrong 186
Kuckel

Armstrong

School Board
District 7
Cathleen Morgan v. Chris
Quackenbush

The Alva School looking
for business partners
Businesses willing to help The Alva School are being
called to step forward and lend a hand.
The Alva School PTO is reaching out to local business
partners for support. These tax-deductible donations will
not only enrich the educational experiences of our students but will also provide the participating business with
additional exposure within the community.
Businesses that become an “Alva School Ally” help in
many ways. They help to purchase supplemental resources and fund enhanced educational experiences such
as technological opportunities, fine arts experiences and
field trips.
Interested businesses should call the school office for
more details.

Horse show coming up at Greenwell arena

Extreme Equine has scheduled a riding and racing horse
show
for Nov. 20 at the PG Arena next to Mike Greenwell’s
Precinct 1 primary vote:
Produce 31 farm.
Quackenbush 219, Morgan
“Extreme Equine is family friendly show where horse
211
people come together to enjoy the day with their horses in
Morgan
Quackenbush
a laid back environment. We promote fun, safety and learning experience yet still challenging,” said club manager
River Hall decision a setback for local plans
Sherry Buettner.
Other shows are scheduled Jan. 22, Feb. 19, March 19
Florida’s Cabinet voted Oct. 25 to back Lee County Commission
and
April 23. Show classes start the day with racing events
awarding Green Pointe Communities the opportunity to add 50 perin
mid-afternoon.
There is no admission for spectators.
cent more housing units to the development on Alva’s west side.
The
group
welcomes
beginners to experienced riders
The attorney for the residents said an appeal to district court is
along
with
all
breeds
and
levels of horses. The club is on
possible. They have 30 days to file the appeal.
Facebook
as
Extreme
Equine
Ultimate Horse Club.
The cardinal issue for residents was a provision that said addiBuettner
can
be
reached
at
941-483-0500 or by email:
tional density cannot be allowed unless the County Commission desherryforyou74@yahoo.com
clares an overriding necessity for it.
The commission, however, reasoned River Hall already is suburban in nature and not rural so the declaration wasn’t needed. An
administrative judge knocked down that interpretation but the Cabinet had the authority to make the final decision.
The overriding necessity is part of the development code for Alva
and other communities that requested it. The Cabinet’s decision
provides a precedent other developers could use to achieve their
goals. River Hall was approved for 1,999 units. The developer tried
twice before to increase the density and failed.

Retreat center adds wedding and AirBnB services
The House of Prayer Retreat Center is now a wedding venue and
offering overnight room rentals through Air BnB. The center on Cypress Creek Road offers four wedding packages for couples who want
This red shouldered hawk spotted on Fichter Creek
to celebrate their marriage on the center’s 10 acres of oak trees and
Lane last month had an injured left wing and couldn’t fly.
tropical foliage. Three rooms in the director’s residence also are
A resident captured it without incident and took it to
available for rentals through AirBnB. Proceeds will help to fund the
spiritual programs and services provided by the center.
C.R.O.W. for treatment and rehabilitation.

Time-tested anchor

Nancy B. Sizemore

Dawn of a new day over Alva landmark

Certified Public
Accountant

Alva resident
Patty StapletonSalg snapped this
photo of the Alva
United Methodist
steeple as dawn
broke on Sept. 24.
She posted it on
the Facebook page:
Alva, Florida
friends, Family, &
Photos.
The post inspired these comments from Thomas R. Jordan:
“When my dad was
the preacher there
I used to fall asleep
looking at that
same cross on full
moon nights with
moonlight reflecting off the roof
and backlighting
the cross on the
steeple….there was
a certain rhythm to
ringing the bell and
Mary Futch’s dad
Colby was the guy
who did it without
fail at every
meeting.”

3211 Tuckahoe
Crossing LN
PO Box 605
Alva, FL 33920
Phone 239-560-2953
Fax 888-514-2315
nbscpa@centurylink.net
Providing tax and accounting services in Lee
County since 1978

Riverdale
Learning Academy
Excellence in child care,
welfare and education
License: C20E0055

J

14801 Palm Beach Blvd.,
Suite 200

Michael Thompson

Fort Myers FL 33905 .

Sunrise Realty Network, Inc.
12995 S. Cleveland Ave. #157
Fort Myers, FL. 33907
Cell: (239) 340-1685

Office: (239) 680-0104
Fax: (239) 694-0105

The Alva Museum
Open every Saturday Oct—May
2 p.m. — 4 p.m.
Courtesy of the Alva Garden Club
Meetings the third Tuesday of the month
2 p.m. — 4 p.m.
Information: 239-728-3180 or 239-728-6543

New church leader

20/20
The program is supported with a property
tax of 50 cents per $1,000 of taxable property value that is included in the county’s general fund budget. Voting for the program
won’t increase or decrease the tax.
The county has $89 million available now
to buy land. Once the number drops below
$40 million the fund will be replenished.
One tract of land now under consideration is in Olga, along the Caloosahatchee
River. It has 90 acres.
“What’s really nice about this property is
it has a nice little beach on the river,” Alva
Inc. president Ruby Daniels said. “There are
no other places like that in northeast Lee
County.”
Daniels urged support for the program.
“If we lose it I’m not sure we could ever get
it back,” Daniels said. “By all means talk to
your neighbors. Get it passed.”

More than 200 parishioners
attended the Oct. 14 welcome
potluck for Fr. Murchadh
O’Madigain to St. Vincent dePaul
Catholic church.
Fr. Murchadh, mixing with
diners at left, follows Fr. David
Arle, who has retired after more
than 25 years of service to the
parish attended by many Oak
Park and Alva residents.

Alva Inc.
Board of Directors
Ruby Daniels (P)
Emily Smith (T)
Connie Dennis (S)
Paul Furbay, Darren Watkins

Residential
Commercial

Newsletter Information
The Alva Inc. newsletter is published monthly.
Get the newsletter by email. Send your address to Alva Inc. President Ruby Daniels at:: rubydaniels@embarqmail.com
Readers of the condensed printed version available at some business locations
can see the full newsletter online at Alvafl.org. Membership forms also are available
here.
Send news and photos to editor Don Ruane at: ruanedon@aol.com

Creek Land
239-728-5481
LIS

Architecture, Engineering,
Land surveying
21430 Palm Beach Blvd.
Alva, FL 33920
Tel: (239) 693-9244
Fax: (239) 693-9828

Central Florida Location:
2572 West State Road 426
Suite 2064
Oviedo, FL 32765
Tel. (321) 244-0402
Fax: (321) 244-9419

HOUSE OF PRAYER RETREAT CENTER
www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

A sacred place to come home to self and to God
Spiritual Direction - Retreats
Group Presentations - Weddings
17880 Cypress Rd. Alva, Fl. 33920
(239) 728-3614 * FAX (239) 728-3760
Office.hopretreatcenter@gmail.com or Www.hopretreatcenter.org

Services Provided by

Matthew Miller Tractors: Tractors, Trailers

DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to wild

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

M &M Horticulture: debris removal

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants, materials

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping, ponds,

PETITION
Support a new East Zone high school @ Tuckahoe Road and Joel Boulevard
www.ipetitions.com/petition/east-zone-high-school-site-support
Why this site?
Growth creating a demand for East Zone school serving students from Alva, Buckingham, Charleston Park, Gateway, Lehigh
Acres, North Fort Myers, Olga and Tice
School district owns the site; banked land ahead of time to save tax dollars
Site has expansion space for future growth
Site impacts fewer homes than other district land—143 homes within one mile of site vs. 345 within half mile of smaller site in
Gateway
Site has 102 acres allowing planners to isolate areas and uses most offensive to neighbors
Site size makes on-site management possible to minimize traffic impacts . Driveways on Joel and Tuckahoe could provide easy
access and egress from site without tying up commuters
Site located near hundreds of acres of Conservation 20/20 preserves, Caloosahatchee River and numerous creeks making this an
ideal setting for a school with strong environmental science and agricultural programs as recommended by Alva Inc.
Safety rocks. Alva’s fire and rescue district headquarters less than a mile away; Lehigh Acres fire and rescue services less than
five miles away. Building could serve as a storm shelter.
A high school here creates opportunities for community activities and programs in support of education and other community
values such as the arts, sports, recreation and gathering space
High school would create jobs during construction and for staffing the school
Community can become involved as mentors, advisors and participants in school activities such as concerts and sports
School creates a unique blend of feelings for a neighborhood school while serving a larger community-wide need
Additional information available at or from:
Alva Inc. is a not for profit organization dedicated to preserving the rural nature of Alva while addressing and raising public
awareness of important issues affecting residents.

This petition drive is sponsored by Alva Inc.
Alvafl.org
Facebook: East Zone High School (public group)
Facebook: Alva Florida Friends, Family & Photos
Nextdoor.com/Alva
rubydaniels@embarqmail.com
ruanedon@aol.com
tnknfla@embarqmail.com
dmwatkin@gmail.com
constanced@exede.net

