MERRY CHRISTMAS
December 2016

Let’s dine together
A tasty potluck dinner and fellowship
will replace old and new business Dec.
12 at Alva Inc.’s monthly public
meeting. Join us at 7 p.m. in the Alva
Community Center and help us celebrate the holiday with peace and harmony for our community.

Alva Inc.’s Wish List
A new high school at Tuckahoe Road & Joel
Okay for LDC commercial amendments
No more drivers cutting down Styles and
Packinghouse to avoid Joel Blvd - SR 80 light
More residents join the ranks of Alva Inc.
No more green algae in the Caloosahatchee River

Alva, Cape share
board district
in new proposal
Alva and north Cape Coral become members of the same
school board district under a proposal the board could take up in
2017.
Alva would move to District 4
from District 5, which now includes Lehigh Acres.
The school board member for
the new District 4 would represent
Cape Coral, North Fort Myers,
Buckingham, Olga and Alva.
The proposal was presented for
public comment at the Nov. 14
Alva Inc. meeting.
See District, Page 2

Important dates



Dec. 7: Pearl Harbor Day. Fly your flag.
Dec. 7: School district’s Construction Advisory Committee, 3 p.m., 3308 Canal St., Fort Myers
 Dec. 12: Alva Inc. potluck Christmas dinner, 7 p.m.
Alva Community Center. Bring a dish to share
 Dec. 15: Bill of Rights Day. Fly your flag
 Dec. 24: Christmas Eve. Drive carefully
 Dec. 25: Christmas Day

High School update

Letters, emails
help the cause
Supporters of the push to
locate the next East Zone
high school is Alva are urged
to send messages to school
board and advisory committees involved in the decision.
School planners already are
checking into sites. The decision could come between
now and April.
A series called BRIEFINGS to
help you write powerful messages is posted on the public
group Facebook page named
“East Zone High School.”

Who, where to write
School Board: Lee County Public Education Center,
Attn: School Board Members, 2855 Colonial Blvd, Fort
Myers 33966 — or —
Cathleen Morgan CathleenOM@leeschools.net
Mary Fischer MaryBF@leeschools.net
Steven Teuber StevenKT@leeschools.net
Pam LaRiviere PamelaHL@leeschools.net
Melisa Giovannelli melisagiovannelli@gmail.com
Christine Patricca christinepatricca@gmail.com
Jane Kuckel kuckeljane@gmail.com
Construction Advisory Committee
Secretary: Debbie Kirchen: DebbieK@Leeschools.net
Equity & Diversity Committee
Secretary: Cindy Tilton: CindyLT@leeschools.net
District Advisory Comiittee
Secretary: Mary Reider: MaryER@leeschools.net
Ask committee secretaries to share your messages
with all committee members.
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To join the email list send your address to: President Ruby Daniels at: rubydaniels@embarqmail.com
A condensed but incomplete version is available at some Alva business locations
Send news and photos to editor Don Ruane at: ruanedon@aol.com Membership forms available at Alvafl.org.

Nancy B. Sizemore
Certified Public
Accountant
3211 Tuckahoe
Crossing LN

The current Lee County School Board districts, left, would change to the proposed alignment
on the right if the board accepts the change in 2017.

District
The plan was presented by Jim Helms
of the Lee County Democratic Womens
Club, Frederick Morgan II of the NAACP
Executive Committee and Steve Sherman. The trio are on a tour of community
groups to inform people about the proposal, which they said is only a concept
at this point and could be revised.
The change more closely aligns people
of similar social and cultural characteristics.
Factors such as income, housing costs,
education levels, food stamp usage and
children on reduced cost school lunches
were considered.
Representation would be fair and legal.
Board members would more closely reflect the residents of the district.
The plan is not based on racial or ethnic

populations because that would be dangerously close to gerrymandering, Helms
said.
District 5 school board member Pamela LaRiviere said the plan is for political
purposes only and would not involve
school attendance zones.
The new district would stretch from
Charleston Park to Burnt Store Road in
Cape Coral.
Alva has different concerns than Cape
Coral, Alva Inc. president Ruby Daniels
said. “Once you cross 41 you’re in an
entirely different kind of community,”
Daniels said.
The change, according to Morgan,
could head off any legal challenges that
could lead to a court order and a sudden
upheaval for the system.

PO Box 605
Alva, FL 33920

www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

Kitson to talk to North Olga planning panel about Babcock
An update on Babcock Ranch led by developer Syd Kitson will be presented Dec.
15 at a public meeting of the North Olga Community Planning Panel.
The panel meets at the Bayshore Fire District station on Nalle Road, just north of Bayshore Road. The
meeting begins at 6 p.m..

Residential
Commercial

The Babcock Ranch community is under development along SR 31 in Lee and Charlotte counties.

-LIS-

Creek Land
239-728-5481

Fax: (239) 693- 9828
Services Provided by

Architecture, Engineering
Land Surveying

Central Florida Location:
2572 West State Road
426 Suite 2064

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

M &M Horticulture: debris removal
Matthew Miller Tractors:

21430 Palm Beach Blvd.

Oviedo, FL 32765

Alva, FL 33920

Tel. (321) 244-0402

Tel: (239) 693-9244

Fax: (321) 244-9419

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and
materials
DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to
wild

Tractors, Trailers

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

ing, ponds, waterfalls

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscap-

River water an asset and a challenge for Alva
Conference highlights
Alva’s issues and role
in keeping river healthy
Discharges from Lake Okeechobee were rolled back in
mid-November to usual dry
season volume, but the matter
of how to resolve the harmful
discharges experienced
throughout the summer remains unsolved.
Alva has a role to play. It was
around the Alva boat ramp last
summer that early signs of the
green algae outbreak first appeared.
Alva also is just across the
line with Hendry County where
the massive C43 reservoir is
under construction. It will hold
170,000 acre feet of water
until enough contaminants
such as sediment and high
levels of nitrogen settle out to
allow its release into the Caloosahatchee.
The reservoir and other plans
were discussed in Oct. 26 at
the Save Our Water conference organized by The NewsPress. Much of the problem
has been attributed to water
entering Lake Okeechobee
from the north, but Rae Ann
Wessell of the Sanibel-Captiva
Conservation Foundation told
and estimated 400 attendees
that much of the tainted water
actually comes from the Caloosahatchee River’s own watershed.
Streams around Alva drain
the watershed to the river.
Those include Spanish Creek,
Bedman Creek, Hickey’s Creek,
Cypress Creek, Orange River,
Telegraph Creek and Owl
Creek plus runoff from homes
and streets along the river.
FGCU environmental studies
professor Win Everham noted
there is no regular monitoring
of the river or its watershed
for a host of possible contami-

Riverdale
Learning
Academy
Excellence in child care,
welfare and education
License: C20E0055
14801 Palm Beach
Blvd., Suite 200
Fort Myers FL 33905 .
Office: (239) 680-0104

nants including pesticides,
pharmaceuticals and heavy
metals. Public officials will
have to decide whether to
spend money on such monitoring, Everham said.
Participants also talked
about other government projects around the lake that
should help to avoid the
brown water discharges experienced this year.
Boater Jason Erwin talked,
in a News-Press video featuring the Alva boat ramp and
Franklin Lock areas, about
growing up and having fun on

the river. The place where he
used to swim and swing from
hanging ropes has changed.
“We don’t know what
they’re sending our way. We
see the water is green. We
know we can’t swim in it, but
we don’t know what’s in it,”
Erwin said.
But it’s still important to the
area.
“It’s just a good place for
everybody to come together
in the community,” Irwin said.
“We’ve got lots of good memories. We’d like them to come
back.”

Fax: (239) 694-0105

HOUSE OF PRAYER
RETREAT CENTER
A sacred place to
come home to self
and to God
Spiritual Direction
Retreats Group
Presentations
Weddings
AirBnB

The Alva Museum
Open every Saturday Oct—May
2 pm. — 4 p.m.
Courtesy of the Alva Garden Club
Meetings the third Tuesday of the month
2 p. m. — 4 p. m.
Information: 239-728-3180 or 239-728-6543

17880 Cypress Rd. Alva,
Fl. 33920
(239) 728-3614 * FAX
(239) 728-3760
Office.hopretreatcenter
@gmail.com
Www.hopretreatcenter.
org

Alva Inc. Board
members
Ruby Daniels (P), Emily
Smith (T), Connie Dennis
(S), Jim Green, Paul
Furbay, Darren Watkins

Alva Cemetery plays an active role in the community
Long-time residents laid to rest

Friends and Alva Cemetery board members catch up under one of the
many oak trees on the site during the Nov. 5 day of remembrance .

Cemetery marks an anniversary
The Alva Cemetery board marked the graveyard’s 127th anniversary with a day of remembrance on Nov. 5.
The cemetery opened on Nov. 4, 1889. That same year, according to Americasbesthistory.com, the Johnstown, Pa., flood
killed 2,200 people when the South Fork Dam broke after heavy
rains, the first long-distance electric power transmission line
opened in Oregon and stretched 14 miles and the first issue of
the Wall Street Journal was published.
“Alva people are the ones remembered here,” said Charlotte
Lippincott, a member of the cemetery board. The land for the
cemetery was donated by the English family.
The cemetery is located at the north end of Cemetery Road
off North River Road, about 2 miles west of The Alva School.

Memories of two women who
loved their churches, their families and helped to make Alva an
attractive place to call home
will be recalled by visitors to the
Alva Cemetery.
Generations of Alva residents
are resting at the cemetery.
Family histories can be traced
by walking among the graves.
Now there are two more.
Estelle Walker was buried Oct.
11. Walker, 88, passed in early
October. She was a member of
the Alva Church of God.
Survivors include three sons:
Kim Walker (Carol). Freddie
Walker and Rev. Norman Walker (Lorraine), all of Alva, and
two daughters; Rita Mathis
(Billy) of Nahunta, GA and Rebecca Johnson (Donnie) of Alva;
brother; Harvey Smith and sister; Reva Mayfield. Around 25
grandchildren and many great
grandchildren also survive.
Mattie "Nanny" Watkins, 85,
of Lake Placid, formerly of Alva,
died Nov. 10.
She was "Nanny" to so many
local families, helping to raise
many of their children through 4

-H or bus
driving.
She was a
4-H leader
for over 20
years, and
was a school
bus driver
Wallker
and cafeteria worker for the school district. She also was a member of
the Florida Cattlewomen's Association and worked for Publix.
Survivors include: James
"Bill" (Kristrun) Watkins, Vancouver, Washington; John Jay
Watkins, Fort Myers; Mary
(Jack) Wiggins of Lake Placid;
seven grandchildren and eight
great grandchildren, Brothers:
J.W. (Carabelle) Pendrey, of
Clayton, Ga.; Donald (Carol)
Pendrey of Grand Ridge, Fla.;
Sisters: Marva Kerr of North
Fort Myers; Helen Salmon of
Naples; sister-in-law Jean Preston of Anthony, Fla.
A service was held Nov. 16 at
the Alva United Methodist
Church. Her granddaughter Rev.
Sarah Watkins-Davis, presided
over the service.

Election recap

Alva votes aplenty for Trump
Colleen Bowman and her husband came from Fort Myers to place
new flags on the graves of service members as part of their family
Veterans Day tradition. The tradition started with her late father.
“It was a passion with my dad. My daughter is doing this today in
Texas, Bowman said.

Voters in Alva helped lead the charge for Donald Trump in
last month’s presidential election.
Results show 76 percent of the Precinct 1 voters supported
Trump and 20 percent went for Hillary Clinton. Only Precincts
54 with 76.5 percent and Precinct 67 with 76.4 percent were
stronger for Trump. Precinct 54 is in Buckingham. Precinct 67
Michael Thompson
Sunrise Realty Network, Inc.
12995 S. Cleveland Ave. #157
Fort Myers, FL. 33907
Cell: (239) 340-1685

is in North Fort Myers.
Lee County Commissioner
Frank Mann pulled 69 percent
of Precinct 1 votes. More
than a dozen other precincts
topped that support including
81.9 percent from Precinct
125 on Fort Myers Beach and
81.4 percent fromPrecinct 43
in Bonita Springs.

Coconut Cup series features young riders
Racers competed at Caloosahatchee Regional Park Nov. 20

Kids took on humps, hills and banked curves, but
parents were close by to lend a hand to those who
needed to get back on track.

Birdwatchers:
Egrets, storks, ducks and
other birds are plentiful
along North River Road
wet areas on the way to
SR 31.

