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7 elected officials will pick next East Zone high school site
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This Spring the seven members of the Lee
School Board: Lee County Public Education
County School Board will select a site in Alva
Center, Attn: School Board Members, 2855
or Gateway to be the home of the next East
Colonial Blvd, Fort Myers 33966
Zone high school.
The board will get recommendations from
Cathleen Morgan
its advisory committees and staff after
CathleenOM@leeschools.net
they’ve conducted their research.
Public input also can be considered. That’s
Mary Fischer
why it is important for those who want the
MaryBF@leeschools.net
Alva site (Joel Boulevard and Tuckahoe Road)
selected to act now.
Steven Teuber
Write school board member. Their email
StevenKT@leeschools.net
addresses are provided at right along with the
general mailing address for the school board.
Pam LaRiviere
Write to the The News-Press and Citizen.
PamelaHL@leeschools.net
Attend advisory committee and school
board meetings. Use your public comment
Melisa Giovannelli
time. Meeting times and locations are availaMelisaWG@leeschools.net
ble at leeschools.net under the “School
Board” tab. Find help for your comments unChristine Patricca
der Files on Facebook at:https://
chrisNP@leeschools.net
www.facebook.comgroups/10213829679568
11/
Jane Kuckel
Selection process update: Page 2
JaneEK@leeschools.net

Feb. 12: Alva Fire District
barbeque fundraiser: 12-4
p.m. Styles road fire station.
$10
Feb.. 13 Alva Inc. general
membership meeting, 7 p.m.
Alva Community Center
Feb. 14: St. Valentine’s Day
Feb. 20:
George
Washington’s
Birthday
observed

Fire district commission
opposed Caldwell’s bill
for consolidation vote
The Alva Fire District’s board
of commissioners opposed a
bill pending legislative action in
Tallahassee that called for a
countywide, nonbinding vote
on whether to form a single
fire district.
Lee County has 17 independent fire districts as well as city
fire departments in Cape Coral
and Fort Myers.
Bill sponsor State Rep. Matt
Caldwell withdrew the bill after
many of the districts passed
resolutions against it and the
city of Cape Coral said it would
not join such a district.
Alva’s commission voted 5-0
against consolidation.
Mmmm good!
Alva’s firefighters will fire up
the grill on Sunday, Feb. 12,
and serve a half a chicken dinner including beans, coleslaw,
a roll and a drink from noon to
4 p.m. at the Styles Road station.
A screened room with picnic
tables is available for outdoor
dining..
Proceeds supplement the
district’s budget.
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Tall tales, Alva lore shared by museum speakers
A story-teller, a writer and real estate lawyer all with strong ties to Alva entertained
and intrigued about 30 people in January
during a fundraiser for the Alva Library and
Museum.
Charlotte Gomez--Lippincott told and animated tales such as “Carrot Stew” and
“Turpentine John.”
Amy Williams, a writer/reporter for The
News-Press read columns about the late
Charles Foster, who lived in Alva and was an
expert on the Caloosahatchee River, and
about what it’s like to live among palmettos
in Alva.
John Jay Watkins, whose family roots
reach back to early days of Alva, talked
about local history, the history of bridges
across the river and plans to renovate the

museum.
The Alva Library Association is raising
funds to match a $50,000 state grant for the
work. The rear building will be moved several feet and placed on a new foundation.
There will be painting and work on he floors
and windows. A deck with a ramp for disabled people will be added.
The museum was built in 1909 on land
donated by Capt. Peter Nelson, who founded the community. The museum building
also was used as the first public library in
Lee County. The museum is operated by the
Alva Garden Club and is open Saturdays
from 2 to 4 p.m. October through May.
Contributions to the renovation work can
be made by to the Alva Library Association
Inc, , PO Box 746, Alva, Fl 33920,

Charlotte Gomez-Lippincott, John Jay Watkins and Amy Williams kept audience interest with their tales and stories about life in Alva.

High School update

CAC reviews criteria for site choice

Nancy B. Sizemore

The extensive criteria list used by the school district’s Construction Advisory Board
was reviewed at the CAC’s January meeting. The CAC will make a recommendation
to the board in May for one of the two sites under consideration.
The Alva site is at Joel Boulevard and Tuckahoe Road. The Gateway site is at Griffin
Boulevard and State Road 82.
Highlights of the review include:
Proximity: How close do students in 5th to 9th grades live to the sites? The Alva site
would drive growth. Gateway is in a populated area.
Utilities: Providing water and sewer service is a big issue. The district has
wastewater plants at The Alva School and Mariner High School.
Contamination: Neither Alva nor Gateway is tainted by asbestos or
oil spills.
Endangered species: The caracara is a concern if there is nesting.
Alva is in a Florida panther zone, but Gateway is not.
State Road 82: Plans to widen the road could have a very big impact on the Gateway site. Work is scheduled to start this year and
continue into 2020 in the area.
State Road 80: Improvements will be sought for SR 80 and Joel
Boulevard if the Alva site is selected.
Zoning: Both sites have appropriate zoning.
Outside classrooms: Possibilities are being explored. Wetlands are present at both.
Future: Long-range planning calls for a second East Zone high school in 5 or 6 years.
Gateway is the likely site for a second school if Alva is picked this time. Alva might
have to compete with a site on Tice Street if Gateway is picked this time.
Public Comment
Public comment is accepted during the committee’s sessions. Alva Inc. steering
committee member Don Ruane offered to answer any questions about materials
submitted in December. Other speakers were:
Gateway: A representative of some Gateway parents spoke to the CAC. They are at
a serious disadvantage regarding access to a high school, according to spokesman
John Heck. There are long drives and the cost of private school is expensive, he said.
Gateway has a real need because of the growth in the community, Heck said.
Lehigh Acres Community Council: Theresa Park, speaking for the council, said the
area is well-suited for a school focused on agriculture and environmental science.
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Accountant
3211 Tuckahoe
Crossing LN
PO Box 605
Alva, FL 33920
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A turtle thought to be in the process of laying eggs in Alva.

239-728-5481
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Tel: (239) 693-9244

Services Provided by

Architecture,

Fax: (239) 693- 9828

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

Engineering

Central Florida Location:

M &M Horticulture: debris removal

2572 West State Road
426 Suite 2064

Matthew Miller Tractors:
Tractors, Trailers

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

Oviedo, FL 32765

Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

ing, ponds, waterfalls

Land Surveying
21430 Palm Beach Blvd.
Alva, FL 33920

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and
materials
DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to
wild

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscap-

Planning ahead can ease move to independent living community
Online and state information sources are
available to people are considering moving to
an independent living facility, representatives
of two providers said during January’s Alva Inc,
membership meeting.
The representatives from Fountain Crest and
Brookdale describe the activities and services
available in their facilities. They also discussed
issues such as how to pay for services ay different levels of care, services included with rent ,
family visits and rules for having pets.

“Its more like a resort for people over 55,”
said Fountain Crest’s Theresa Cancel.
The representatives recommended checking
your insurance for its coverage limits of different levels of care such as assisted living care.
The state’s Department of Elder Affairs and
Agency for Health Care Administration were
suggested as other sources of information.
Go to health fairs and ask your pharmacist,”
added Alva Inc. treasurer Emily Smith. “There is
help out there.”

Riverdale
Learning
Academy
Excellence in child care,
welfare and education
License: C20E0055
14801 Palm Beach
Blvd., Suite 200
Fort Myers FL 33905 .

Michael Thompson
Sunrise Realty Network, Inc.

Office: (239) 680-0104
Fax: (239) 694-0105

12995 S. Cleveland Ave. #157
Fort Myers, FL. 33907
Cell: (239) 340-1685

Edible landscaping on
Garden Club’s agenda

Now open

The Dollar General store on
Palm Beach Boulevard near
Stiles Road opened in January,
shaving miles off the trip to
Fort Myers Shores for a similar
store.
A Family Dollar store under
construction at Greenbriar
Boulevard and Joel Boulevard,
has interior work to complete
before it can open.

RETREAT CENTER
A sacred place to
come home to self
and to God

Some recent visitors to the House
of Prayer Retreat Center in Alva.

Adrienne Potter Diaz of Miss
Potter’s Place will talk about
edible landscapes at the Feb. 21
meeting of the Alva Garden
Club.
The club meets at 2 p.m. at a
private home this month. Call
239-728-3586 to get directions

HOUSE OF PRAYER

Spiritual Direction
Retreats Group
Presentations
Weddings

The Alva Museum
Open every Saturday Oct—May
2 pm. — 4 p.m.
Courtesy of the Alva Garden Club
Meetings the third Tuesday of the month
2 p. m. — 4 p. m.
Information: 239-728-3180 or 239-728-6543

AirBnB
17880 Cypress Rd. Alva,
Fl. 33920
(239) 728-3614 * FAX
(239) 728-3760
Office.hopretreatcenter
@gmail.com
Www.hopretreatcenter.
org
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