Important dates








April 2017

Commissioners take knife to OPN development rule
County Commissioners Brian Hamman, Larry
Kiker, Cecil Prendergrass and John Manning
voted March 21 to move a staff recommendation to strike a valuable tool protecting Alva
from over development closer to a final decision.
Commissioner Frank Mann, who represents
Alva, opposed the move.
At stake is a requirement in the comprehensive plan for commissioners to declare an
“overwhelming public necessity” before a developer can increase a project’s density, — the
number of homes allowed per acre.
The commission voted to send the proposed
cut to the state growth managers for additional comment before a final vote to cut the lan-



guage. That vote is not yet scheduled.
The staff recommendation is based on the
inability of the county attorney’s office to define the OPN term. There are too many legal
problems with it to try to do that, according to
the county attorney.
The provision currently protects Alva, Buckingham, Caloosahatchee Shores and North
Fort Myers.
Alva Inc. president Ruby Daniels told the
commissioners the OPN provision is critically
important. It gives the communities a way to
make developers prove their request for more
housing truly meets a need and is more than a
move to make more money at the expense of
their rural nature.

April 5: LCSB Construction
Advisory Committee, 3 p.m.,
3308 Canal St., Fort Myers
April 10: Alva Inc. public
meeting, 7 p.m. Alva
Community Center
April 10-17: School Spring
Break
April 11: Passover
April 14: Good Friday
April 16: Easter Sunday
April 18: Regular school board
meeting, 6 p.m. Lee County
Public Education Center, 2855
Colonial Blvd.
April 28-29: Alva High School
Ramblers Reunion,

This riverfront property with
a small beach in Olga is now
part of Lee County’s Conservation 20/20 program. See
page 3 for more details.

Alva Inc. shares high school proposal with school board, meets with key staff
Alva Inc.’s proposal for the next
East Zone high school’s location
and curriculum is now in the hands
of the Lee County School Board.
A copy for each member was
delivered to the school board
office on March 21. That evening,
at the regular School Board
meeting, steering committee member Don Ruane outlined the proposal and how it can help meet
district Vision 20/20 goals to increase engagement between
See SCHOOLS, page 4
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Alva Garden Club serves up another tasteful event
Scores of people from across Lee County gobbled up strawberry shortcake and
bought fresh produce March 11 during the club’s annual plant sale and strawberry
festival.
Tables topped with a variety of plants and others holding boxed boxes of books
also were available. Some vendors sold their crafts on the east side of the Alva Library and Museum on Pearl Street, which was crowded with traffic and pedestrians
carrying pots back to their cars.

Alva Inc. seeking members to help fight for school and to protect against over development
Two major campaigns are under way on
behalf of Alva. Volunteers are needed to
carry the goals to public officials on the
Lee County School Board and the Lee
County Commission.
The school campaign is to get the school
district to place the next East attendance

zone high school at Joel Boulevard and
Tuckahoe Road and to imbue it with a
curriculum focused on environmental
science and agricultural studies.
The development fight is to preserve
language in the Lee Plan requiring the
county commissioners to find an

“overriding public necessity” before they
approve any request to increase the number of homes allowed per acre in Alva,
Buckingham, Caloosahatchee Shores and
North Fort Myers.
To help, contact us at :
rubydaniels@embarqmail.com

School board backs
off redistricting plan

Nancy B. Sizemore

A proposal placing Alva
in a board district with
Cape Coral and North Fort
Myers died from lack of
support March 21.
Interest evaporated
when school district attorney Keith Martin said the
plan had a high risk of a
legal challenge since it
sought to make it easier
for racial minorities to win
election to the board.
Alva will remain in the
district 5 along with
Lehigh Acres.

Certified Public
Accountant
Signal change would help drivers make turn
A longer signal could help drivers make the left turn
from Joel Boulevard to State Road 80.
Five seconds could be added to help morning
traffic, according to a letter from Lee County’s transportation department, shared by County Commissioner Frank Mann. Adding time for turns could encourage drivers to stop cutting down Styles and Packinghouse roads to avoid the light.
Lee DOT looked into the issue after Alva Inc. described the problem to Mann.

3211 Tuckahoe
Crossing LN
PO Box 605
Alva, FL 33920

Riverfront Olga parcel added to Conservation 20/20
A small beach is part of 92 acres in
Olga added to Lee County’s Conservation 20/20 program last month by
county commissioners.
The county is paying 2.7 million for
the land along the Caloosahatchee
River at Old Olga Road.
The beach will be a safer place to
swim than the beach at the Franklin
Lock, according to Alva Inc. President
Ruby Daniels.
The commission also approved the
purchase of 12 acres in North Fort
A gate to the Olga parcel now in 20/20 hands
Myers for $105,000 and 8 acres near
the J.N. “Ding” Darling Wildlife Refuge on Sanibel for $2 million.
The Olga parcel also could be of use to high school students if the Lee County
School District choses its land in Alva for the next East Zone high school. Alva Inc.
backs the use of the site at Joel Boulevard and
Tuckahoe Road and wants the district to build the
Curriculum around environmental science and
agriculture studies. Thousands of acres of conservation
and, plus the river and streams, are in the vicinity
and could be used for field studies and projects.

www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com
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Tel: (239) 693-9244

Services Provided by

Architecture,

Fax: (239) 693- 9828

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

Engineering

Central Florida Location:

M &M Horticulture: debris removal

2572 West State Road
426 Suite 2064

Matthew Miller Tractors:
Tractors, Trailers

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

Oviedo, FL 32765

Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

ing, ponds, waterfalls

Land Surveying
21430 Palm Beach Blvd.
Alva, FL 33920

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and
materials
DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to
wild

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscap-

Ramblers reunion
picking up speed

Schools
schools and parents, involvemore businesses with the
schools and to provide opportunities to collaborate with
FGCU.
School board members are
expected to pick a site for the
school in June after receiving
recommendations from staff
and the Construction Advisory
Committee.
Your input via emails and
comments during public
meetings can help. Alva’s voice
be heard above supporters of
the Gateway site.
Alva Inc.’s steering committee had a productive
meeting with a high-ranking
district official and staff planners on March 28. Curriculum
matters and how the school in
Alva can increase engagement
between the district, business
and parents were discussed.
Gateway is considered a
strong candidate because busing costs are expected to be
lower and water and sewer
services are available.
Gateway also has an active
cadre of parents fighting for
their site.
Yet support for the Alva site
is emerging in Gateway. Four
residents shared emails they
sent to each school board
member. At least one also
shared her letter with The
News-Press Mailbag. All were
concerned about the impact of
traffic on Griffin Drive.
Members of the advisory
committee toured both sites in
early March. The CAC meets
again at 3 p.m. April 5, at 3308
Canal St. in Fort Myers. More
discussion is expected then.
The meeting is open to the
public and includes public comment time on its agenda.
The board will get recommendations from its advisory
committees and staff after
they’ve conducted their research.

Public input also can be considered. That’s why it is important for those who want the
Alva site (Joel Boulevard and
Tuckahoe Road) selected to act
now. Write school board members. Their email addresses are
on Page 1.
Write to the The News-Press
and Citizen — a weekly newspaper in Lehigh Acres,
Members of the Lehigh Acres
Community Council also are
helping. The council adopted a
resolution of support and
members have spoken at two
recent school board meetings.
Find help for your comments
under Files on Facebook
at:https://
www.facebook.comgroups/102
1382967956811/

More than 50 Alva High
School alumni are planning
to come to the reunion April
28-29, according to coordinator Sherry Middleton’s
latest update on the Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/184490811591771/
Contact Middleton at
slm19670@yahoo.com.

Riverdale
Learning
Academy
Excellence in child care,
welfare and education
License: C20E0055
14801 Palm Beach
Blvd., Suite 200
Fort Myers FL 33905 .

Michael Thompson
Sunrise Realty Network, Inc.

Office: (239) 680-0104
Fax: (239) 694-0105

12995 S. Cleveland Ave. #157
Fort Myers, FL. 33907
Cell: (239) 340-1685

HOUSE OF PRAYER
RETREAT CENTER
A sacred place to
come home to self
and to God
Spiritual Direction
Retreats Group
Presentations
17880 Cypress Rd. Alva,
Fl. 33920

The Alva Museum
Open every Saturday Oct—May
2 pm. — 4 p.m.
Courtesy of the Alva Garden Club
Meetings the third Tuesday of the month
2 p. m. — 4 p. m.
Information: 239-728-3180 or 239-728-6543

(239) 728-3614 * FAX
(239) 728-3760
Office.hopretreatcenter
@gmail.com
Www.hopretreatcenter.
org

Alva Inc. Board
members
Ruby Daniels (P), Emily
Smith (T), Connie Dennis
(S), Jim Green, Paul
Furbay, Darren Watkins

