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Gateway gets
the high school
School Board votes 7-0
Zone still needs a high school

Alva remains a contender
Commentary, Page 2
Myers Shores for this equipment. The campaign raised
$2,600 of the $3,500 goal.
A more formal celebration is being planned. Please
visit
our Go Fund Me page if you care to donate online
The SW Florida Heroes Foundation, a local 501c3 Nonhttps://www.gofundme.com/swflheroes
, or contact MiProfit organization is helping the Alva fire district acchael
Thompson
at
239-340-1685
or
Tom
Super at 239quire a vehicle stabilization kit to provide safety for our
firefighters and EMS when they extract accident victims 470-5488 or drop off donations with Dick Spence at the
from a rollover crash. Alva relies on Lehigh Acres of Fort Alva Village Market.

SW FL Heroes Foundation asking for donations
for the Alva fire district, first responders
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Key dates
July 4: Independence Day
July 10: No Alva Inc. general
meeting, this month

July 20: Anniversary of first moon
landing, 1969
July 28: Anniversary WWI, 1914

Commentary:

limit on Styles Road from 30 to 35 mph.
Communications and cooperation improved between community leaders in Alva and Lehigh Acres regarding growth and
development in northeast Lehigh.
Residents are better informed about the potential for development in the Alva area, particularly as Lee County commissionThe following is my opinion based on the campaign to land a ers move forward with plans to homogenize the Lee Plan by
high school at Tuckahoe Road and Joel Boulevard. This does
stripping community-specific regulations from its pages.
Alva Inc. spotlighted the need for comprehensive environnot necessarily represent the position of Alva Inc.
mental and agricultural science studies in Lee County schools.
By Don Ruane
Discussion increased about the challenges growth and developAlva Inc. should be proud of its efforts
ment pose to the rural nature of Alva and how
to encourage civil debate and discussion
some development more than others might conamong advocates of both sites for high
tribute to the preservation of the area’s beauty
school MMM. While our goal was not
and rural ambiance.
achieved, I can point to the following
Alva Inc. is moving to update its bylaws and
markers of success resulting from the
refresh its board of directors with at least one
campaign:
new member this year.
The discussion raised the option to sell
Alva Inc. remains dedicated to bringing issues
the land to Conservation 20/20 and
of importance to the forefront and to make Alva
search for an even more appropriate site
residents aware of new developments, regardfor a high school in northeast Lee County.
less of which side of the Caloosahatchee River
The campaign revealed the district will
they occur.
need yet another new high school in five
Alva Inc. will continue to speak up and supto 10 years and the Alva site will be a
port actions it believes are in the best interests
leading contender, according to school
of the community and will not back down from
officials. Property owners therefore are
self-serving interests who seek to drive a wedge
on notice that this issue is not going
into the community.
away, and they should use the time they
There are residents in Alva who will work very
have to prepare for that possibility.
hard, even against the odds, for changes they
The debate raised the issue of drivers
believe to be good for the community. We need
cutting through Styles and Packinghouse
more like them.
roads to avoid the traffic signal at Joel
I thank the individuals and organizations that
and State Road 80. Alva Inc., showing its
stood with Alva Inc. and commend the enthusisensitivity to resident concerns south of
asm and perseverance of the Gateway parents
the Caloosahatchee River, raised the iswho worked so hard to win support for the Gatesue with Lee County, which responded by
way site. I encourage Gateway parents to articusaying adding 5 seconds to the left turn out of Joel would help
late a vision for the new high school.
clear the left turn lane with each signal and possibly encourage
Help the district develop a world-class education program
drivers to stop using the neighborhood bypasses. Unfortunately, there, or Lee County will have just another comprehensive high
the inquiry also led to the possibility of increasing the speed
school.

Good things emerged from
high school site discussion
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Dedicated pastor
goes home to God
George A. Henderson Jr., pastor emeritus of the First Baptist Church of Alva, on
Joel Boulevard, passed away on June 27.
Rev. Henderson guided the congregation from 1966-2012. He
was 78.
The church posted this message on its web page:
:We in Alva have been severely blessed - sheep in the backwoods given a spiritual leader straight from the Creator God
our Father. An open vessel, submitting to the work of the Holy
Spirit in our little neck of the woods. We look forward to the
day when we are together forever.”
Henderson, according to his obituary, graduated from Manatee High School in 1957, where he played football, and ran
track. He was also a Lee County Sheriff's Office Chaplain and
VOICE Volunteer and a FAA Certified Pilot.
He is survived by his wife, Anita K. Henderson, and his children: Serena H. Roper
(Robert), George “Trey” Henderson (Terrie) and Lynn Henderson Bowling (Alan),

This specimen was found on the ground in a
pine flatwood area in Alva. Can anyone identify it?

This year’s
rainy season
darkened the
skies in June
and then
painted them
with sunlight
and the full
spectrum of
colors.

www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

Residential
Commercial
Creek Land
239-728-5481
Services Provided by
Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

M &M Horticulture: debris removal
Matthew Miller Tractors:
Sandhill cranes get comfortable in developed areas,
where they feed on lawns and vacant lots. This crane is
one of two that hung out in a pasture next to and on the
grounds of St. Vincent DePaul Catholic Church on Palm
Beach Boulevard.

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and
materials
DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to
wild

Tractors, Trailers

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

ing, ponds, waterfalls

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscap-

People with handicaps will get better access to the Alva boat dock when it is improved this fall. Heavy use of the Alva ramp leads to boaters
parking their trailers beside the Alva bridge, in front of the U.S. Post Office.

Can we get a full-time
signal light, please
FDOT Southwest Florida:
If a fully functioning traffic light
can go in at HW80 and River
Hall, then 80 and Broadway
should be able to have one
also. A caution light is not any
help at all at that intersection.
Motorists are turning right,
then making a U-turn to go
east. This light has been requested and is beyond time for
it to be implemented. It won't
cost anything to keep it working beyond school hours. Let's
do this for heaven's sake.
— Alice Weatherford on Facebook
May 31, 2017

area. No new parking spaces are planned. The
ramp also will be improved, but remain a single
Improvements to the Alva boat ramp are ex- ramp.
pected this fall. State and federal permits are in
The work will cost $400,000 to $500,000 with
hand.
money coming from vessel registration fees.
The project will expand and add handicap
Money already is in reserves and will be moved
access to the dock and improve the parking
when project ready to go.

Boat ramp fix on the way

Alva Inc. Board
members
Ruby Daniels (P)
Emily Smith (T)
Connie Dennis (S)
Paul Furbay
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Learning
Academy
Excellence in child care,
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License: C20E0055
14801 Palm Beach
Blvd., Suite 200
Fort Myers FL 33905 .
Office: (239) 680-0104
Fax: (239) 694-0105

A raccoon caught in May exploring an Alva resident’s porch.

The Alva Museum
Open every Saturday Oct—May
2 pm. — 4 p.m.
Courtesy of the Alva Garden Club
Meetings the third Tuesday of the month
2 p. m. — 4 p. m.
Information: 239-728-3180 or 239-728-6543

Alva musicians end year with special concert

The Alva School choir and beginning band entertained parents and friends for an hour with songs and patriotic music on May
18 in the school’s auditorium. The choir is under the direction of Alice Weatherford. The band is directed by Michael Taglasi.
Several students were honored during the event: Most improved band members: Collin Jones and Freddie Acevedo, Most dedicated: Ariana Perez and Cheyenne Media and the Director’s award: Alyssa Sinden and Liam Blacker.

Property values rise in Alva,
throughout all Lee County
Property values released by Lee
County Property Appraiser Ken Wilkinson showed an 8.6 percent increase
in the Alva fire district.
The values are used by elected officials in the district and other taxing authorities to determine what tax rate
they should assess to raise the money
to provide their services. Values increased 8.9percent countywide.
Land in the fire district is now valued
at $308,030,409. Countywide, land is
valued at $73.95billion.

Alva High
alumni
gather
Graduates of
Alva High
School gathered in late
April for a pot
luck dinner and
dance in the
school’s gym.

