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Merry Christmas, happy holidays from Alva Inc.
Christmas potluck, dinner Dec. 11

Fire district gets muscle to get you out of trouble

Let’s dine together.
Alva Inc.’s December tradition is to invite the community to
enjoy a potluck dinner and socialize starting at 7 p.m. in the
Alva Community Center.
This is a night to celebrate Christmas and the holidays and to
appreciate our good fortune to live in peace in Alva. So grab
your favorite dish to share and join us.
Here are some other important dates to remember this
month:
Dec. 7: Pearl Harbor Day, Dec. 13 Hanukkah, Dec. 15 Bill of
Rights Day, Dec. 21: Winter Solstice, Dec. 25: Christmas,
Dec. 26: Kwanzaa.

Alva Fire District personnel
began training Dec. 4 with a
new Jaws of Life tool they’ll
use to get people out of
crunched cars.
A grant from the Firehouse
Subs Public Foundation
helped to pay for the tool, which cost just over $30,000.
“Our old tools would not cut the new steel being placed in the
new vehicles these days. It will run off a battery, allowing a single
See JAWS, more photos on page 4

Development pressure less intense north of the river
Development pressure
continues to press against
Alva, although it is not as
intense north of the river
as it is to the south.
Alva Inc. took a look at
development pressures in
northeast Lee County and,
although this part of the
county hasn’t been paved
over, there is plenty of
pressure being applied.
Alva Inc. looked at about
80 parcels or combinations
of parcels that total 20
acres or more in the area

This pasture once was in line to have 238 homes.
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ly every such parcel south
east of State Road 31 and of the Caloosahatchee Rivnorth of Palm Beach Boule- er since 1995.
vard. It found that develWithout the recession’s
opers have tried to get
impact, the study area
projects approved on nearSee PRESSURE, page 2

Good things are
happening in Alva
News about a voter petition and
school improvements rose to the
top of the discussion at the November 2017 general membership meeting of Alva Inc.
A group of voters wants to collect 40,000 signatures by Feb. 27
to make Lee County Commission
elections non-partisan. The
change would prevent one party
from running a second candidate
of its own to shut nonmembers
out of a primary that will determine the overall winner.
The petition to put the change
See PETITION, page 3

Water problems rock eastern Alva area; drinking, flooding issues surface in their wake
live upon?
Drilling deeper wells to reach
cleaner water or adding reverse osmosis costs thousands
Just 22 percent of the proper- and is too expensive where the
ties in Charleston Park are
median household income is
owned by someone who lives
about $16,000.
in Charleston Park, property
The property review shows
records reviewed by the Alva
owners live in faraway places
Inc. newsletter show.
such as Hawaii and the United
The review also found that
Kingdom. Some live in Georgia,
owners who live in Charleston Miami, New Mexico and ConPark make up just 28 percent
necticut. Others are as close as
of all of the owners of property LaBelle and Naples.
in the community.
There are corporations, inThat raises the question of
vestment firms, government
whether absentee owners are agencies and real estate interan obstacle to making the wa- ests among the owners.
ter supply safer. Do they hesiQuestions raised by The
tate to drill a new well for a
News-Press about the safety of
tenant because they don’t have the water are prompting govthe money or just don’t want
ernment and nongovernment
to spend it if they do? Does
groups to try to help.
being a tenant keep a resident
Government agencies are
from seeking help since they
renewing efforts to help residon’t own the property they

Are absentee owners
complicating problems
in Charleston Park?

dents test their water.
A nonprofit group called
Blankets & Blessings delivered
two tons of bottled water to
the community on Dec. 4 and is
working to provide reverse
osmosis treatment systems to
residents, according to reports
by News-Press writer Janine
Zeitlin.
Inside Charleston Park, resident coordinator Lahshay Russ
is letting residents know about
water testing and assistance
they might receive.
Russ, who is just three
months into the job, said at
November’s Alva Inc. meeting
that she hopes everyone can
agree on a plan to disinfect and
retest wells, and get some redrilled.
“We have a lot of shallow
wells.” Russ said.

PRESSURE
could have been approved for
about 4,000 more residential units.
While development pressure
north of the river has not been as
intense, its not for a lack of trying.
A proposed comprehensive plan
amendment for The Babcock Ranch
considered building a commercial
entertainment and lodging complex
on 50 acres on the east side of SR
31 at Bayshore Road. There is a proposal pending to put 110 homes on
40 acres at North River Road and SR
31. A 238-home project called
Broadlands by its Cape-Coral-based
backer on 368 acres was proposed
in 2008 for the land east of North
River Road where the curve turns
toward Telegraph Creek.
Parcels across the breadth of
Alva north of the river range from
20 acres to a 2,500-acre area now
in citrus production. Given the difficult year Florida’s growers have had

the day may be coming when some of that
land is repurposed for
housing.
Meanwhile, the
drumbeat for making development
easier continues to echo through
the halls of the county courthouse.
A public meeting to discuss how
to make community plans more
uniform at the expense of their
unique conditions was scheduled
for Dec. 5. The County Commission
is expected to vote soon to make
the phrase “overriding public necessity” disappear from the development code requirements for Alva, Buckingham, Caloosahatchee
Shores and North Fort Myers. Developers, the code reads, must get
the commission to declare an overriding public necessity before their
request to add additional homes to
their plans can be approved.

Bedman Creek swamps
Tuckahoe Road homes

Photo by Chris Sexton

Tuckahoe Road under about 30
inches of Bedman Creek.

Hard times struck Tuckahoe
Road residents when Bedman
Creek flooded their homes.
News-Press reporters Bill
Smith and Amy Williams, who
lives in Alva, documented the
disaster.
Tuckahoe Road property
owners are impacted by water control decisions in Lehigh
Acres, but are not part of that
district. Their recourse is to
seek help from Lee County
government.

Riverdale Learning
Academy
Excellence in child care,
welfare and education
License: C20E0055
14801 Palm Beach Blvd., Suite 200
Fort Myers FL 33905 .
Office: (239) 680-0104
Fax: (239) 694-0105

PETITION
on the November 2018 ballot can be found and printed at leevoterfreedom.com. It was recommended that supporters sign the petition as their
name appears on their driver license or voter registration card. See the petition on page 5 of this newsletter.

The Alva School
President Ruby Daniels, who sits on The Alva
School’s School Advisory Committee, reported on
changes at the school, which started the year with
1,052 students.
The school improved its state grade from a C to a B
last year, earning the school a significant budget
boost to be shared by students, staff and administration.
“Everybody gets a part of this reward money,” Daniels said. “The teachers earned every dollar of it.”
“It’s a lot of work on part of teachers and administration, and the students and their parents,” said
teacher Alice Weatherford.
Other school progress reported includes:
- The rigorous Cambridge Lower Secondary Program will start next year with about 50 middle school
students, who will focus on English, science and
math.
- The agriculture program will expand to include
turkeys along with chickens and goats
- Beginning band classes will be opened to 4th and
th
5 grade students.
- A drama club has started to meet.
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Services Provided by

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and
materials

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

M &M Horticulture: debris removal
Matthew Miller Tractors:

DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to
wild

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

Tractors, Trailers
Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping, ponds, waterfalls

Residential
Commercial
Creek Land
239-728-5481

Daniels also reminded the 15 people present to
continue to think about how they describe the rural
community of Alva and what it means to live here.
Lee County planners want to have a public meeting
in the spring to talk about those things before they
make development code changes that will guide
growth in this area.
“They want to hear from the community,” Daniels
said. “They don’t want to hear it from me. If these
people from the county come and see a turnout of
this size, they’re not going to be concerned. We need
to fill this room.”

Board member approved
Alice Weatherford, chorus director at the Alva
School and a resident since the 1960s, has joined the
board of Alva Inc.
Other board members are President Ruby Daniels,
Treasurer Emily Smith, Secretary Connie Dennis and
member Paul Furbay.
Membership forms to join Alva Inc. are available at
alvafl.org as are copies of the monthly newsletter.

The Alva Museum
Open every Saturday Oct—May
2 pm. — 4 p.m.
Courtesy of the Alva Garden Club
Meetings the third Tuesday of the month
2 p. m. — 4 p. m.
Information: 239-728-3180 or 239-728-6543

Daughters of the American Revolution decorate veterans graves in Alva Cemetery
The Alva chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution placed U.S. flags on the graves of
110 veterans on Veterans Day.
Members gathered at the cemetery after holding
their monthly meeting. Each had a list of graves to
mark and set off with an armful of flags to place.
The chapter is known as the USS Hannah Chapter,
NSDAR. The chapter formed last April and meets
monthly in Alva from September through May.
Membership is open to women who are at least
18 and can show a direct link to an American veteran of the Revolutionary War.
For more information, contact treasurer Leigh
Ann Raulerson at: LeighAnnDAR@aol.com. The
chapter’s web site is USSHannahNSDAR.org.

JAWS
firefighter to grab the tool and begin work,” Chief Joey Tiner said.
The foundation started in 2005 and has contributed $30 million to firefighters since then. Locally, grants worth $110,000 have been distributed
for projects ranging from Jaws of Life kits to a bounce house to fill with
fake smoke and teach children how to get out of a burning house, said
Dan Redolphy, the owner of the Firehouse Subs store at the Forum.
The new set of Jaws equipment replaces an older set that will be kept
as a backup tool. The tool uses a 22-volt lithium battery and can exert up
to 147,000 pounds of pressure when prying open a mangled car.
Eating at Firehouse Subs will help to provide grants to other fire districts, said Jamie Robinson, regional vice president of MES, which is a nationwide distributor of Jaws of Life and other rescue tools.

Dan Redolphy of Firehouse Subs tries out the Jaws of Life and accepts a
plaque for his support from Alva Chief Joey Tiner.

