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Residents celebrate life in Charleston Park

Meet your hopefuls for State House, D-79
Alva Inc. has invited those who want to represent the Alvanortheast Lee County area in the Florida House to discuss issues
important to our quality of life, such as school funding and the
proposed constitutional amendments. This free, public event
runs from 6-9 p.m. May 7 at The Alva School Auditorium and
will serve as May’s monthly meeting. Bring your family, friends,
neighbors and coworkers.

Rural Alva a home for animals

Deer in the Caloosahatchee Regional Park on April 21.
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Meetings:
Public meetings of Alva Inc.: Monthly, second Tuesday, 7 p.m.
at Alva Community Center.

Residents filtered past tables offering services, played basketball and paraded through the community April 28 to mark
Charleston Park Day.
The day’s activities, organized by resident coordinator Lashay
Russ and the Charleston Park Neighborhood Association, expanded upon the popular program built up by the late residential coordinator Alice Washington.
This year there were food stands, more information booths
including Alva Inc. and a basketball tournament for youths.
Russ also stressed the 92-year-old community’s reliance on
prayer and the contributions of people who live in the community and those who provide services for the residents.
“I want to welcome you here. We are not casting anyone
out,” Russ said. “There is no color or creed in it. This is Alva
time.”
Russ also paid tribute to the late Alice Washington, who
served as the community coordinator for 15 years.
“She spent her life marching for equality and the common
good,” said Russ, who added Washington was the backbone of
the community.
More photos page 4

School board member touts need
for a half-cent sales tax increase
School Board member Steve Teuber described the
need for a half-cent sales-tax increase April 12 for
about 20 people in The Alva School auditorium.
He talked about the differences between capital
budgets, which are used to build new schools, and operating budgets, which are used for the day-to-day exenses of running the schools after they are built.
Teuber said the additional sales tax would fund new
construction including improved security features.
The money won’t be used solely to build new schools.
Here’s a list of projects and amounts to be spent on
them contained in literature Teuber passed out:
$266 million – Construction projects
See SALES TAX, page 2

IMPORTANT DATES
May 7: Meet Dist. 79 State House candidates, 6 p.m. The Alva
School Auditorium
May 12: Letter Carriers Food Drive
May 13: Mother’s Day
May 15: Alva Garden Club, meet at the Alva Museum, 8:45 a.m. for
car pool to Fort Myers garden tour
May 26: Alva Museum’s last day until October
May 28: Memorial Day

SALES TAX
$361,002,176 – Facility renewal projects
$8,159,801 – Safety & Security
$45,157,914 – School athletics
projects
$74,510,000 -- Technology projects
$754,829,891 – Total sales tax funded projects
The sales tax increase will provide 60 percent of the need over the next 10 years, Teuber said.
A family of 4 earning $50,000 a year would
Teuber
be expected to pay $64 in additional sales tax
District 4
if the proposal is adopted.
Teuber also talked about state Legislature decisions that
cut state revenue to the district and the effects of the Lee
County Commission’s decision to reduce the impact fees.
The vote to approve or reject the increase is part of the
November general election. The sales tax is the last item on
the ballot. Teuber recommended going to that item first and
then casting votes on other ballot questions.

Filter marsh work continues at CRP

A swallow-tailed kite scouts an old pine tree for a lizard, frog or
other small critter for a take-out meal.
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Digging is under way
for a pond in the Fichter
Creek improvement
project at Caloosahatchee Regional Park.
A filter marsh will move
water from the creek
along the park’s west
edge (right) to the
Caloosahatchee River.

Workers are clearing the Caloosahatchee Regional Park's north-
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Spotted April 21 in Caloosahatchee Regional Park.
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Two Alva fire district seats
open this election cycle
Two seats on the commission that sets policy for
the Alva Fire & Rescue District are on the ballot this
year.
The seats are 2, now filled by
Lee Collis, and 4, now filled by Paul
Meloy.
Whether they will be hotly contested is in question. Neither commissioner has filed campaign papers yet with the Lee County Supervisor of Elections office. The qualifying period is June 18-22, but
candidates can open their campaign accounts before that.
Meloy was appointed to his seat in February
2017. No one ran for the seat in 2014.
Neighboring fire districts also have races. Three
seats are at stake in the Bayshore district, 4 in
Lehigh Acres and 2 in Fort Myers Shores. The
Lehigh Acres Municipal Services District, which
makes stormwater management decisions that can
impact Alva, also has 2 seats up for a vote.
Other local races voters in Alva will have a say in
this year and the candidates as of April 29 are:

Suite # 157
12995 S. Cleveland Ave
Fort Myers, FL. 33907
Cell: (239) 340-1685

21430 Palm
Beach Blvd.
Alva, FL 33920
Tel: (239) 693-9244

Services Provided by

Fax: (239) 693- 9828
2572 West State
Road 426 Suite 2064
Oviedo, FL 32765

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and
materials

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

M &M Horticulture: debris removal
Matthew Miller Tractors:

DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to
wild

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

Tractors, Trailers
Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping, ponds, waterfalls

Residential
Commercial
Creek Land
239-728-5481

School Board Districts 5 and 6
Dist. 5 (district voters only) Pamela LaRiviere, Taruas Pugh, Jon Shudlick
District 6 (countywide voters) Nicholas Alexander,
Lori Fayhee, Betsy Vaughn, Karen Watson
County Commission Districts 2 and 4
Dist. 2: Cecil Pendergrass
Dist. 4: Brian Hamman
State Attorney
Christopher Crowley, Amira Fox
Public Defender
Kathleen Smith

The Alva Museum
Open every Saturday Oct—May
2 pm. — 4 p.m.
Courtesy of the Alva Garden Club
Meetings the third Tuesday of the month
2 p. m. — 4 p. m.
Information: 239-728-3180 or 239-728-6543

Social media comes through with an ID
Allarius Russ, vice president of the Charleston Park Neighborhood Association and a local
pastor, wanted to know the name of the man in the photograph (at right) on display in the
Alva Museum. So a search was launched on Facebook and nextdoor.com after he raised the
question at the March Alva Inc. meeting. Within a day, he was identified via Facebook as
Butte Christmas by Christana White, who is friends with members of Charleston Park’s longestablished Christmas family. Details of the picture still aren’t known, but the speculation is
it was taken around 1911 and may be related to the turpentine mill in Alva around that time.

Destinee Hill’s praise dance delights Charleston Park Day

