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The Alva School Auditorium — Proposed golf range

State House hopefuls visit
Alva to boost their chances
Two of the four candidates hoping to succeed Matt Caldwell
as northeast Lee County’s representative in the Florida House
met with about 40residents at The Alva School on May 7.
Republican Peter Cuderman and Democrat Mark Lipton talked
about their backgrounds,
school funding, other
topics and took questions
from the audience.
Cuderman said he’s a
lifelong residents of Lee
County and that he has
been to Alva to learn
more about the issues
Peter Cuderman
Mark Lipton
that concern residents.
He said he opposes the proposed half-cent sales tax increase for
school construction. The district should look at its budget lineby-line to find the money it needs.
Lipton said he is a relatively new resident of Lee County and
that he has a long history as an attorney of dealing with government agencies. He support the sales-tax proposal and other
steps such as restoring higher impact fees.
Republican candidates Matt Miller and Spencer Roach were
invited but did not attend. The event was organized by Alva Inc.

The audience for the State House, D-79, candidate speakers.
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The outline marks the site proposed for a golf driving range in Alva.

Naples golf pro proposes
driving range for Alva
Alva Inc. is monitoring a proposal for a family-friendly golf
driving range on a 10-acre parcel on State Road 80, about 1 mile
west of the Alva Diner.
A presentation on the project is scheduled at 7 p.m. June 12
during Alva Inc.’s monthly public meeting in the Alva Community Center.
Michael Fernandez, architect and president of Planning Development Inc. of Naples, described the plan as a “true mom and
pop” operation during a similar public meeting May 17 at the
Bayshore Fire District’s headquarters.
“It needs to stay rural,” Fernandez said.
Golf pro Paul Boland, a PGA instructor from Naples, said he
hopes the range will become a family owned and oriented business that he can keep running for many years.
The property will retain its AG-2 zoning. A special exception
will be needed to allow the range with an estimated 25 tees,
which means a public hearing before the Lee County Hearing
Examiner will be necessary.

7-11 with gas sought at SR 31/North River Rd.
A proposed 7-11 gas station/convenience store won’t increase
traffic at State Road 31 and North River Road and it will meet
the commercial needs of area resident for goods and services,
consultants told the Lee County Hearing Examiner on May 16.
Hearing Examiner Laura Bellflower was asked to approve a
special exception for 22 fuel pumps and to recommend approval to the County Commission for a zoning change to allow a convenience store.
See 7-11, page 2

The outlined area shows the site of a proposed 7-11 convenience store
with gas pumps at State Road 31 and North River Road. Property north of
North River Road is a buffer area for Babcock Ranch. Land to the south is
The subject of an application for commercial and residential uses.

7-11
Bellflower will review the case and then make a decision. The County Commission will decide the rezoning question at a public hearing
after it receives Bellflower’s recommendation. Lee County’s planning staff has recommended approval.
Only those who spoke at the hearing examiner’s session or submitted written comments before that are allowed to speak at the
commission’s hearing. Commissioners also are not allowed to discuss the case with anyone before its hearing.
Three members of the public spoke at the hearing examiner’s
session.
Jacob Mudge, who owns the property south of the site, said a
privacy fence around the convenience store property might help.
Patty Westberry, who lives on the third property west, said driveways for the Shell station and the 7-11 will face each other on Old
Bayshore and create conflicts for trucks trying to use them. Old
Bayshore also will see an influx of traffic with the large animal Van
Roekle animal clinic opens on the west side of the 7-11.
Don Ruane, Alva Inc. newsletter editor and a Fichter Creek Lane
resident said traffic might not increase, but the additional entrance/
exit movements on SR 31 will make entering the intersection more
difficult for drivers coming out of North River Road. He urged the
hearing examiner to recommend a condition that would make the 7
-11 developers work with the state transportation department to
make the intersection safer now instead of waiting for Babcock
Ranch to improve the intersection.
The applicant for the station is Creighton Construction for owner
Snowlick Mountain Ranch LLC of Bonita Springs, managed by Anthony Williamtis.
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Concerned about development in Northeast Lee County?




Join Alva Inc.
Attend the June 12 public meeting. 7 p.m. Alva Community
Center
Contact Alva Inc. President Ruby Daniels at rubydaniels@embarqmail.com or visit Alvafl.org

Workers are clearing the Caloosahatchee Regional Park's north-

IMPORTANT DATES
June 5: Lee County Commission,
courthouse, Fort Myers
June 12: Golf driving range proposal, 7 p.m. Alva Inc. monthly public meeting, Alva Community Center.
June 14: Flag Day
June 17: Father’s Day
June 19: Lee County Commission,
courthouse, Fort Myers
June 21: First day of summer

The Alva
School Band
plays the
national
anthem before the May
18 Miracle
Baseball
game.
Photo courtesy of Laura
Ruane.

Federal manual sets guidelines for traffic signals
Often what appears to be a common sense decision to install a
signal light at an intersection such as North River Road and State
Road 31 or Broadway and Palm Beach, really is more complicated. A Federal Highway Administration manual commonly known
as the “green book” (even though it is blue) spells out the standards or warrants to meet before a signal can be approved. The
manual can be found online at https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/. The
traffic signal standards can e found in part four. Here’s a look at
some of the key provisions:
Introduction: “The Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
for Streets and Highways, or MUTCD defines the standards used
by road managers nationwide to install and maintain traffic control devices on all public streets, highways, bikeways,
and private roads open to public travel. The MUTCD is
published by the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) under 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR),
Part 655, Subpart F.”
Excerpt: “A careful analysis of traffic operations, pedestrian and bicyclist needs, and other factors at a large
number of signalized and unsignalized locations, coupled with
engineering judgment, has provided a series of signal warrants,
described in Chapter 4C, that define the minimum conditions
under which installing traffic control signals might be justified.”
Excerpt: “Traffic control signals are often considered a panacea
for all traffic problems at intersections. This belief has led to
traffic control signals being installed at many locations where
they are not needed, adversely affecting the safety and efficiency
of vehicular, bicycle, and pedestrian traffic.”
Excerpt: “An engineering study of traffic conditions, pedestrian
characteristics, and physical characteristics of the location shall
be performed to determine whether installation of a traffic control signal is justified at a particular location. 02 The investigation
of the need for a traffic control signal shall include an analysis of
factors related to the existing operation and safety at the study

location and the potential to improve these conditions, and the
applicable factors contained in the following traffic signal warrants: Warrant 1, Eight-Hour Vehicular Volume Warrant 2, FourHour Vehicular Volume Warrant 3, Peak Hour Warrant 4, Pedestrian Volume Warrant 5, School Crossing Warrant 6, Coordinated
Signal System Warrant 7, Crash Experience Warrant 8, Roadway
Network Warrant 9, Intersection Near a Grade Crossing 03 The
satisfaction of a traffic signal warrant or warrants shall not in
itself require the installation of a traffic control signal.”
Excerpt: “Section 4C.08 Warrant 7, Crash Experience Support: 01
The Crash Experience signal warrant conditions are intended for
application where the severity and frequency of crashes are the
principal reasons to consider installing a traffic control
signal. Standard: 02 The need for a traffic control signal
shall be considered if an engineering study finds that all
of the following criteria are met: A. Adequate trial of
alternatives with satisfactory observance and enforcement has failed to reduce the crash frequency; and B.
Five or more reported crashes, of types susceptible to
correction by a traffic control signal, have occurred within a 12month period, each crash involving personal injury or property
damage apparently exceeding the applicable requirements for a
reportable crash; and C. For each of any 8 hours of an average
day, the vehicles per hour (vph) given in both of the 80 percent
columns of Condition A in Table 4C-1 (see Section 4C.02), or the
vph in both of the 80 percent columns of Condition B in Table 4C1 exists on the major-street and the higher-volume minor-street
approach, respectively, to the intersection, or the volume of pedestrian traffic is not less than 80 percent of the requirements
specified in the Pedestrian Volume warrant. These major-street
and minor-street volumes shall be for the same 8 hours. On the
minor street, the higher volume shall not be required to be on
the same approach during each of the 8 hours.”

Larry Taylor retiring from
long career at Alva fire district
Assistant Chief Larry Taylor will be retiring at the
end of June after 30 years of service with the Alva
Fire Control and Rescue District, Chief Joey Tiner
announced.
Taylor started his career with the
district in January 1988 and has
been a valuable asset to the district and the community for all of
these years, Tiner said.
Brandon Kuhn has been promoted to assistant chief. He began his career with the
district in 2005.
Brandon holds State Certification of Fire Officer 1,
State Fire Inspector, State fire Investigator, State fire
Instructor, associate degree in fire science and will
soon obtain his bachelor’s in public administration.
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Services Provided by

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and
materials

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

M &M Horticulture: debris removal
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Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

THEY’RE BAAAACK
(With no challengers)
Public Defender: Kathleen Smith
County Judges: Zachary Gill, Devin S. George, Tara
Pascotto
20th Circuit Court Judges: Carolyn Swift, Frank Porter, Geoffrey Gentile, Margaret Steinbeck, Bruce
Kyle, Leigh Frizell, Joseph Foster, Lee Ann Schreiber,
Lisa Porter, Joseph Fuller, Elizabeth Krier, George
Richards, Elisabeth Adams, Keith Kyle

Fax: (239) 693- 9828
2572 West State
Road 426 Suite 2064
Oviedo, FL 32765

DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to
wild

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

Tractors, Trailers

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping, ponds, waterfalls

Residential
Commercial
Creek Land
239-728-5481

I WANNA BE ….
State Attorney: Amira Fox, Chris Crowley, Joseph
Hoffman (write-in) — all Republicans. Democrats
blocked by write-in
U.S. Rep. D-17: Bill Akins, Julio Gonzalez, Greg
Steube (all Republicans); April Freeman, Bill Pollard
(Democrats)
County Judge: James Adams, Kelly Worcester for
Group 2; Maria Gonzalez, David McElrath for Group
7 (races are non-partisan)
20th Circuit Court Judge: James Chandler, John
McGowan for Group 8

GONE
U.S. Rep. Tom Rooney, D-17: Chose to leave office.

The Alva Museum
Open every Saturday Oct—May
2 pm. — 4 p.m.
Courtesy of the Alva Garden Club
Meetings the third Tuesday of the month
2 p. m. — 4 p. m.
Information: 239-728-3180 or 239-728-6543

