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Why You Should Vote in the Primary
All voters, regardless of affiliation, get to:
 Pick a school board member for District 5 and
District 6
 Pick a circuit court judge and a county judge
For Democrats and Republicans
 Pick your party’s candidates for governor and
lieutenant governor
 Pick your party’s candidate for state attorney
general and commissioner of agriculture
 Pick your party’s candidate for Congress District 17
For Republicans only
th
 Pick the state attorney, 20 Judicial Circuit
 Pick the state representative, District 79
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Luxury RV plans rolling into Alva?

Signs of development and growth are popping up in northeast
Lee County, starting with a 109-acre tract on the north side of
Palm Beach Boulevard (aka State Road 80) at the Hendry County line.
The land reportedly is being considered for an upscale RV
resort. Kristopher Fewless, who lives in the Lansing, Mi., area
and helped build the Eastpoint RV Resort there, bought the Lee
County property this spring.
A discussion about the use of the land is on the agenda of the
Aug. 14, public Alva Inc. meeting. The meeting begins at 7 p.m.
at the Alva Community Center.
School board hopefuls call for public participation Grand Caloosa Estates, LLC sold the property in April to River
Haven Holdings, LLC for $2.4 million., according to Lee County
Two of the five
property records. The property is at 23631 Palm Beach Blvd.
candidates for
and has 3,000 feet along the Caloosahatchee River and 4,000
District 5 on the
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Lee County
LaRiviere Gittens Jackson Pugh
Shudlick Inc.
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in
the Lansing, Mi,, area. With his relative, Nathan Fewless, he
about their plans if they are
LaRiviere said people
opened
the luxury Eastpointe RV Resort in 2016 alongside the
elected during the Aug. 28
should vote for her because
Grand River in Michigan. Eastpointe has 150 sites on 20 acres.
primary.
she has served well, been
All were invited to attend the responsive to the public, she Amenities include a pool, hot tub, fitness center, pickleball and
discussion at Beautiful Savior works with community lead- volleyball, fire rings and boat slips.
Lutheran Church in Lehigh
ers and relies on her own
Fewless also lived in Fort Myers for about 18 months on BigeAcres, but only incumbent
research.
low Road in Olga, where he owns two properties on the south
Pam LaRiviere and Gwyn GitThe district’s transparency
tens were there to meet with
is much better than it used to side of the river.
Fewless has a mortgage on the Palm Beach Boulevard properabout 30 people.
be, said LaRiviere, but board
The event was organized by members still need to be re- ty with a $1 million balloon payment. He also had a $1.6 million
balloon payment on his mortgage from the purchase of the
We Vote, Hispanic American
sponsive to the public.
Citizens Council and the
See Transparency, Page 2 Bigelow Road property, according to public records.

District 5 candidates at a glance

Transparency

Pam LaRiviere – Incumbent

They also need to go to the people to learn what they
want, she said.
Churches that encourage their members to get involved would be a big help, LaRiviere said.
Gittens said her experience as vice president for
training for Bank of America and her 13 years of teaching give her the ability to do the job.
The district needs to improve its transparency and do
more to learn what people are thinking, according to
Gittens. The public needs more information from the
district about important issues such as school safety
and the proposed half-cent sales tax increase.
The other candidates in the District 5 race are Moses
Jackson, Taraus Pugh and Jon Shudlick.

From her website: “During my 31 years as an educator in
the School District of Lee County, I served as an elementary and
middle school teacher; assisted with curriculum writing in Reading
and Language Arts; developed and provided training for staff members of our district; served as Reading Specialist; and served as a
Secondary Reading Coach. As a recent retiree, I believe that I have
a pulse beat of the needs of teachers, students, and parents.”
pam4schoolboard.weebly.com
Contact her: By email at mailto:Pam4schoolboard@Pam4schoolboard

Gwynetta “Gwyn” Gittens – Educator
From her website: “My focus is Empowerment and Opportunity for all teachers, staff, students, parents, and the community.
You can’t be a part of something you don’t understand. I want to
make education understandable. I can hit the ground running on
many issues that are important to you as a student, teacher, parent, and community member.” -- https://
www.gwyngittens4d5.com/
Contact her: 239-839-4238 or
gwyngittens4D5@gmail.com.

Moses Jackson — Educator
From his website: “Standing firm on the belief that, 'Our
children of today, will be our leaders of tomorrow.' I would like to
aid the young women and men of Lee County, by furthering their
access to educational and vocational opportunities. This is vital in
their quest of becoming innovators in the fields of their personal
interest.” -- https://www.jackson4u.org
Contact him: 941-208-3048 or mosesjackson4u@gmail.com mosesjackson4u@gmail.com

Riverdale Learning

Taraus Pugh – Small business owner

14801 Palm Beach Blvd., Suite 200

From his Facebook page: “All students, parents, teachers,
and schools have unique challenges. We will end our long-standing
practice of a one-size-fits-all approach.” – @PughD5
Contact him: 239-878-7130 or on Facebook at @PughD5,
by email at taruaspugh1@gmail.com, or
teds@pickuptheball.org.

Academy
Excellence in child care,
welfare and education
License: C20E0055

Fort Myers FL 33905 .
Office: (239) 680-0104
Fax: (239) 694-0105

Jon Larsen Shudlick – Biographer
No website available. From his written response to The
News-Press candidate’s questionnaire: What are your three most
important priorities if you are elected or re-elected?
Priority 1 Eliminating Common Core
Priority 2 AX THE TAX...I am against the 1/2% sales tax
increase
Priority 3 School Safety

Contact him: shud21@comcast.net ; phylmar15@comcast.net or by phone at 239-218-4028

Workers are clearing the Caloosahatchee Regional Park's north-

FFA chapter
launches at
The Alva School
Volunteers for the Future Farmers of
America program at The Alva School announced the start of the program in July.
They are seeking donations of money
or materials to build stalls for the animals involved. Donors already have supported the construction of a pole barn.
This is the first middle school FFA program in Lee County.
The school is offering AG classes as
electives this year and will have an afterschool program for 4th and 5th graders.
They will be studying sustainable agriculture practices that will help the environment in the future.
The program also will encourage students to consider a career in agriculture
and allow students who can’t have farm
animals at home to have a project animal
to show in the Southwest Florida & Lee
County Fair.
The FFA program will start this year
with chickens, rabbits and goats. Students also will learn to grow their own
food for consumption in raised beds that
will be placed around the barn.
For more information, call 239-7070377; email dmwatkin@gmail.com or
contact the school.
Donors can send checks made out to
The Alva School, with a note it’s for the
FFA program, to 17500 Church Ave., Alva
Fl., 33920

Donors provided funds for this 20’x36’ pole barn and concrete floor for the Future Farmers of
America program launching this year at The Alva School. Program supporters are looking for
additional donations or sponsors to help buy materials to build the stalls for the chickens,
rabbits and goats that will be part of the learning experience for students.

Development Update
Here are some new signs of growth and development in the
Alva area.
— Boathouse restaurant opened at SR 31 and the Caloosahatchee River.
— A convenience store and another building were razed at
Davis and Palm Beach Boulevard to make way for a 7-11 store.
— Land clearing began on a parcel already approved for a
retail center and hotel across Palm Beach Boulevard from the
Publix at Veranda.
— While the focus has shifted to Fort Myers and Cape Coral,
the blue-green algae bloom attributed to fertilizers from
homes and farms continues to deface the Caloosahatchee
River as it flows through Alva and past the Alva boat ramp.
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Volunteers prepare the Alva Museum and Library for more
rehab work. Windows and painting are on the work list.

Standards set for students
Here’s the intro to The Alva School’s Dress Code:
“The Alva School expects students to dress for success. If students fail to meet the following dress
standards, they will be asked to change into clothing
apparel that meets dress standards. This includes, but
is not limited to:
“Clothing must be neat, clean and must not detract
from the learning environment by creating distractions. Clothing or apparel that advertises or displays
in picture or word, tobacco, alcoholic beverages,
brewery logos, drugs/controlled substances or guns/
weapons or of a sexual nature are not permitted at
The Alva School.”

Meetings:
Open to the public
Monthly, second Tuesday
7 p.m., Alva Community Center.

Support your local businesses

—LIS—

New phase of work under way
to revitalize museum/ library
Beads of sweat formed on the brows of volunteers
July 28 as they moved artifacts on shelves and display
cases away from the windows of the Alva Museum
and Library on Pearl Street.
The work was in preparation for workers who would
remove windows that will be replaced as part of the
renovation work on the museum, which was the first
public library in Lee County.
The Alva Library Association Inc., which owns the
property, reports contracts are signed for several
phases of the work. Contractors that will be improving
the building include:
—Custom Plastering and Stucco Inc.: paint, build a
ramp for the disabled, deck and new south entrance.
—Stevens & Layton: Install handicapped parking
space.
—Rennolds Air Conditioning: Add air conditioning.
Additional interior work including flooring restoration, more electrical outlets and interior lighting are
planned for a later phase as funds become available.
The association also hopes to raise $10,000 to provide culverts along the property’s Julia Avenue side.
Donations can be made at www.alvaflmuseum.com or
www.gofundme.com/rxaaf5d.
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Architecture, Engineering, Land Surveying
21430 Palm
Beach Blvd.
Alva, FL 33920
Tel: (239) 693-9244

Fax: (239) 693- 9828
2572 West State Road 426
Suite 2064
Oviedo, FL 32765

Services Provided by

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and
materials

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

M &M Horticulture: debris removal
Matthew Miller Tractors:

DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to
wild

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

Tractors, Trailers
Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping, ponds, waterfalls

Residential
Commercial
Creek Land
239-728-5481

The Alva Museum
Open every Saturday Oct—May
2 pm. — 4 p.m.
Courtesy of the Alva Garden Club
Meetings the third Tuesday of the month
2 p. m. — 4 p. m.
Information: 239-728-3180 or 239-728-6543

