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The Alva School Auditorium — After the primary

Hurricane Irma slammed the Alva Fire Control
and Rescue District offices on Sept. 10, 2017

Late news: Hearing examiner - 7-11 at SR 31 OK - Page 4
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ELECTIONS

Board could sell part of site
— 18 once considered for high school

Alva voters show consistency
Primary voters in Alva’s Precinct 1 helped U.S. Senate candidate Rick Scott win the Republican nomination for the Nov. 6
general election against incumbent Democrat Bill Nelson.
But that shouldn't be a surprise.
The precinct gave 70 percent of its votes in 2014 to help Scott
win the governor’s mansion. In the August primary, Alva went
even more heavily for Scott. He pulled 89.5 percent of the precinct’s vote.
Alva residents also supported District 5 School
Board incumbent Pam
LaRiviere, but she finished
second to challenger
Gwen Gittens. They will
face off Nov. 6.
Matt Caldwell, who has
Gittens vs. LaRiviere: See Page 2
represented Alva in the
Florida House and sought the statewide Agriculture Commissioner post won his Republican primary with 35 percent of the
statewide vote. He was Precinct 1’s favorite. He’ll face Democrat Nicole Fried of Fort Lauderdale in November.
The November race for Caldwell’s old House seat will be between Republican Spencer Roach and Democrat Mark Lipton.
Here’s a look at how closely Precinct 1 voters were in tune
with other voters in Lee County in selected races. The precinct’s
number is first and followed by other voters in Lee County.
Ron DeSantis 49 — 68 percent, governor, Republican
Andrew Gillim 18 — 21 percent, governor, Democrat
Matt Caldwell 61 — 47 percent, agriculture commissioner, Rep.
Nicole Fried 47 — 51 percent, agriculture commissioner, Dem.
Spencer Roach 41 — 59 percent, House Dist. 79 Republican
Matt Miller 59 — 41 percent, House District. 79, Republican
Gwen Gittens 30 — 34, school board, District 5, nonpartisan
Pam LaRiviere 37 — 28, school board, District 5, nonpartisan
General Election: Nov. 6, polls open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Oct. 9 deadline to register to vote or to change party
Oct. 31, 5 p.m., deadline to request vote-by-mail ballot
Visit lee.electionsfl.org for more information

A portion of a 102-acre parcel at Tuckahoe Road and Joel Boulevard could be
sold by the Lee County School District to
help pay for new schools and improvements to ones already in place.
But it also could mean more development pressures for Alva.
The school district decided Aug. 29 to put 35 of the acres up
for sale along with eight more of its holdings in the county.
The sale of the Tuckahoe and Joel parcel could spark new
controversies in Alva, which was torn by disagreements a year
ago when pro and con sides engaged over a proposed high
school. The school board eventually voted to put the high
school in Gateway to save busing costs.
Local opponents said the school would have been a threat to
their rural way of life.
That way of life may be in jeopardy again depending on who
buys the property and which part of it is sold. Land across Joel
from the site is designated for commercial uses, which could
make the district’s frontage along Joel more attractive to commercial developers.
But it’s not yet clear where the 35 acres under consideration
are located. One news report said it’ll be a corner piece.
Other possible uses suggested for the land in the past have
included affordable housing and land conservation. Lee County
already has Conservation 20/20 property immediately south of
the district’s property.
While the district has not announced its plan for the remaining property, it still would be large enough to hold a high
school, elementary or middle school, which are forecast as
needed soon
because of
growth in the
east zone.
The sale of the
properties may
enhance the
chances of
getting a half-cent sales tax increase approved by voters on
Nov. 6. The decision could be touted as a sign the district is
doing all it can to save money as it proceeds with the $754 million expansion and improvement plan.

District 5 school board candidates at a glance
Pam LaRiviere – Incumbent

Gwyn Gittens – Educator

From her website: “During my 31 years as an educator
in the School District of Lee County, I served as an elementary
and middle school teacher; assisted with curriculum writing in
Reading and Language Arts; developed and provided training for
staff members of our district; served as Reading Specialist; and
served as a Secondary Reading Coach. As a recent retiree, I believe that I have a pulse beat of the needs of teachers, students,
and parents.” pam4schoolboard.weebly.com
Contact her: By email at
Pam4schoolboard@Pam4schoolboard

From her website: “My focus is Empowerment and Opportunity for all teachers, staff, students, parents, and the community. You can’t be a part of something you don’t understand. I
want to make education understandable. I can hit the ground
running on many issues that are important to you as a student,
teacher, parent, and community member.”
https://www.gwyngittens4d5.com/
Contact her: 239-839-4238 or
gwyngittens4D5@gmail.com.

Riverdale Learning

Academy
This structure built at The Alva School with help and donations from the
public will serve the K-8 school’s new agriculture program.

Hens, roosters and rabbits find a home
in The Alva School’s new ag program
Assistant Principal Stacia Winfree reports The Alva School’s new agriculture
program is getting a fantastic start. They
are caring for six hens, a rooster and six
rabbits.
The animals are being shared with the
school by teachers Heather Ware, Kristin Sites.
The school still welcomes support from the community.
Teachers Brittany Smith and Robyn Hammes have attended a
workshop for new Future Farmers of America advisors. They’ll be
sending information out to students soon to tell them how to
become members and what the expectations of them will be.
The K-8 program is a hands-on experience featuring horticulture
and animal husbandry. Students will grow plants and vegetables,
maintain citrus trees and learn to care for livestock such as chickens, turkeys, goats and hogs.
For more about how to help or to volunteer in other ways, call
the school at 728-2494.
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Garden clubs to hear about orchids
Members of Southwest Florida garden clubs and
their guests are invited to attend the Fort Myers-Lee
County Garden Council’s Sept. 14 meeting and buffet.
The featured speaker is John Hampton of the Southwest Florida Orchid Society. Orchids will be for sale.
The event starts at 9 a.m. at the Berne Davis Botanical Gardens next to the Edison-Ford Winter Estates –
2166 Virginia Ave, Fort Myers.
A brief meeting of the Alva Garden Club will follow.
For more information call 728-6543 or 728-3586.
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FM Shores Civic election Sept. 13

Support your local businesses

An election for president and vice president that
could determine the fate of the Fort Myers Shores
Civic Association is scheduled Sept. 13.
If no applications are received by Sept. 7 the association will be dissolved, said board member Holly Lozier-Nordskog.
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RV resort promoter agrees to help
maintain SR 80’s rural character
Kris Fewless, who plans to build an upscale RV reort in
Alva at the Hendry County line said he will work with
Alva Inc. to maintain the area’s rural character.
He made the commitment at the July meeting of Alva
Inc., before about 25 people.
“I’m not down here just to flip property,” said Fewless. “When our kids are in school we’ll live here full
time. This is essentially putting down our roots for our
family.”
He wants to break ground within three months of
approval by the county. He still has to submit project
details to apply for the proper approvals.
The county process, which will include public hearings, will take up to a year, according to Paula McMichael, planning director for Hole Montes, the project’s
planning consultant. The county commission will make
the final decision to approve or not.
Fewless chose the 109-acre site on the north side of
State Road 80 because it is not near a residential population center, he said.
“Its being built for my family, not to turn around and
sell it,” Fewless said.
“Before we took this to Lee County we wanted to give
you a chance to see it first,” said Mike Greenwell,
whose Big League Construction company will build the
project. Greenwell also is president of the North Olga
Community Planning Panel, a position that he said
helps him understands Alva Inc.’s concerns about development.
The project will create about 30 jobs. The resort will
have 320 lots or about three per acre; 10 acres for tennis and pickleball and underground electrical service,
Fewless and Greenwell said.

Architecture, Engineering, Land Surveying
21430 Palm
Beach Blvd.
Alva, FL 33920
Tel: (239) 693-9244

Fax: (239) 693- 9828
2572 West State Road 426
Suite 2064
Oviedo, FL 32765

Services Provided by

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and
materials

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

M &M Horticulture: debris removal
Matthew Miller Tractors:

DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to
wild

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

Tractors, Trailers
Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping, ponds, waterfalls

Residential
Commercial
Creek Land
239-728-5481

The Alva Museum
Open every Saturday Oct—May
2 pm. — 4 p.m.
Courtesy of the Alva Garden Club
Meetings the third Tuesday of the month
2 p. m. — 4 p. m.
Information: 239-728-3180 or 239-728-6543

An oil truck rolls by the site of a proposed 7-11 convenience store with gas pumps. The building is a new veterinarian clinic for large animals.

SR 31 store proposal advances to next round of approval process
A convenience store proposed for State Road 31 at North River Road is
Traffic safety concerns raised by the public
recommended for approval by the Lee County Hearing Examiner, but the
Experts say traffic won’t increase because of store
plan to include 22 gas pumps is considered too intense.
Lee County commissioners will make the decision whether to rezone the
parcel. A date had not been set as of Aug. 31, when the hearing examiner’s
25-page report was emailed to interested parties.
The public comment period is closed for all but those who spoke or put
their thoughts on record as of May 16, when the hearing examiner heard
the testimony.
Public concerns recognized by Hearing Examiner Laura Belflower included
Drivers worry about adding more cars to traffic with an
traffic, noise, trash and the impact to the area's rural lifestyle.
existing gas station across Old Bayshore Road.
“The CR (rural commercial) zoning request is appropriate. The Special Exception request of 22 fuel pumps is too intense for the rural area it is supposed to serve,” Belflower wrote.
Instead, she recommended no more than 8 pumps be allowed if the commission grants the special exception.
The property is in a land use category where land use should remain predominately rural and serve the rural community. Granting 22 pumps would
create a more urban intense situation, the report said.
Some drivers worry about large, fast-moving trucks.
The property is also located in the Bayshore Community Plan area, where
the county plan’s goal is to protect “the existing rural character of the community by maintaining minimal commercial activities and to exclude incompatible uses destructive to the character of the rural environment,” the report said.
Belflower also wrote that citing the need of Babcock Ranch for fuel was
not a justification for 22 pumps. “Babcock Ranch is not part of the rural community and is no more of a justification for the requested commercial intensity than other regional traffic moving through the area,” she wrote.
Approving a more intense use than envisioned by the county and Bayshore
plans would be “a precedent that could negatively impact the area's rural
A new station will add more turning movements to an
character,” she concluded.
intersection that’s already busy.

Charleston Park
association
to vote on
new leadership

Charleston Park is preparing for the Charleston Park Neighborhood
Association vote to elect new officers. The vote is at 6 p.m., Sept. 10
during the group’s monthly meeting. Active President Melvin Lawson, Frank Neal and Allarius Russ are the candidates for president.

