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Next meeting: Dec. 11, 6 p.m.
Alva United Methodist Church — Christmas potluck

Services held for David M. Bull Jr.
David Bull, an all-around Alva resident was buried in the Alva
Cemetery on Nov. 29, five days after he passed. He lived on
Styles Road.
He was remembered as a man of
service to his community and friends
during a service at St. Luke’s Church
in Fort Myers, which he attended
throughout his life.
Bull valued faith, family, farming
and friends, St. Luke rector Rev. Philip D. Read II said during his homily.
Read also recalled asking Bull who
will be the next “Mr. Alva.” Bull answered, Read said, this way: “
They’re going to have to figure that
one out on their own.”
David Bull
He’ll be remembered as a longtime member of the cemetery board. His sense of humor was
well known. He once quipped that he can get them into the
cemetery if they needed any help with that.
Bull was a cattleman and farmer as well as a long-time employee of Woodmen of the World. He was a Florida Gator, having
graduated from the university in 1956.
He is survived by Connie, his wife of 61 years, sons Allen
(Cindy) Bull and Richard (Pam) Bull, daughters Katherine (Steve)
Howard and Nancy (Matthew) Derums.
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CHRISTMAS
Christmas celebration moves
to Alva United Methodist Church
Alva Inc.’s Christmas celebration potluck is moving to the
Alva United Methodist Church’s fellowship hall and starting at
6 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 11.
The fellowship hall is behind the church at
21440 Pearl St., at Julia Street and one block
east of Broadway. The public is invited to join
the party organized by the Alva Garden Club.
The event was rescheduled Nov. 27 after a
conflict with the Alva Garden Club’s celebration was discovered. The Garden Club is holding a potluck followed by a Christmas program.
Attendees are asked to bring an unwrapped gift for a child
that will be distributed to the needy.
Attendees also are asked to bring a small gift to exchange
with another person of the same gender. The gift should be
inexpensive and could be something already in your home
that you are willing to part with, according to Garden Club
president Joyce Pilewski.

New state rep drops in on Alva Inc.
Newly elected State Rep. Spencer Roach made a surprise visit to
Alva Inc.’s public meeting on Nov.
13 and said he’d like to come back
in January to meet more Alva residents.
All the local winners from the
general election, who will serve
Alva, will be invited to the Jan. 8
meeting, which will be open to
the public and be held at 7 p.m. in

the Alva Community Center, president Ruby Daniels said.
Roach and those in attendance
talked about issues important to
Alva and provided him with some
background on those issues. The
topics included finding a way to
provide clean water and better
transportation to Charleston Park,
the quality of the Caloosahatchee
River as it passes through Alva,

development along State Road 80
(Palm Beach Boulevard) as it passes through Alva and transportation topics such as the safety of
intersection of State Road 31 and
North River Road.

State Representative
Spencer Roach
District 79

Steeple restored
For the first time since Sept. 9, 2017 drivers crossing the
Alva Bridge could see the steeple of the Alva United Methodist Church.
Hurricane Irma ruined the view the next day as the eye of
the storm crossed northeast Lee County.
The steeple is a landmark as deeply rooted in the hearts
of Alvanians as the mighty oaks trees.
Workers lowered the steeple and the church bell into
place at about 121:38 p.m. while a handful of church members, residents and the media recorded the event.

Barn ready at The Alva School
The Alva School dedicated its new barn and agriculture program Nov. 16.
The middle school program teaches character, respect and
responsibility by growing food and caring for chickens, goats
and rabbits. Science teachers Brittany Smith and Robyn Hammes teach the students in the classroom and then help them
apply their knowledge at the barn behind the school.
The school now has a Future Farmers of America chapter for
the middle school students and a 4H chapter for the elementary
school students.
Only donations from the public were used to build the project,
Principal Dale Houchin said. He estimated at least $10,000 worth
of materials and labor have gone into the project. It shows what
can be done with community support, Houchin said.
The barn is named after Clarence “Gene” Sibley, who taught
agriculture at Lehigh Middle School, to show kids and teachers
how much impact they have on one another,” said Tom Super,
whose donations won him the right to name the barn. Sibley,
said his former student, taught you to believe in yourself.

Museum looking better
Work on the upgrades to the Alva Museum and Library continues to progress.
A deck and a ramp access for disabled people are in
place.
New windows and an air conditioning system are in
and the building have a new coat of paint.

Ramp and deck connect Owanita Chapel and the main museum building.

Left: Before
painting and
window replacements
Right: After the
work was completed
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Architecture, Engineering, Land Surveying
2572 West State Road 426
Suite 2064
Oviedo, FL 32765
Tel. (321) 244-0402
Fax: (321) 244-9419
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Alva, FL 33920
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Services by
Matthew Miller:
239-872-0690

M &M Horticulture: debris removal

Matthew Miller
Tractors:
Tractors, Trailers
Com Ag Inc.: Tree
trimming, Excavating

M&M Farms: Organic Soil, plants
materials
DBI Limousine: All
occasions, mild to
wild

M&M Dumpsters:
Commercial units
Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping, ponds,
waterfalls

The Alva Museum
Open every Saturday Oct—May
2 p.m. — 4 p.m.
Courtesy of the Alva Garden Club
Meetings the third Tuesday of the month from 2— 4 p. m.
Information: 239-728-3180 or 239-728-6543

