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Garden Club grant helps museum’s future
The Alva Garden Club is
set to start planning improvements to the Alva
Museum.
The work will be funded
with the help of an
$11,500 grant from the Lee
County Historical Preservation Board.
“It’s basically for a
preservation plan,” Garden
Club president Wendy
Sprague said. “We would
like to get more people
involved in this.”
Children should be included in the planning,”
added club vice president
JoMarie Bourque.
Opportunities for public
input will be scheduled
once the club has hired an
architectural planner. The
preservation effort is a
civic project of the club,

which will
match the
grant dollar for
dollar. The club
raised its share
over several
years with an
annual plant
The Alva Museum building at Pearl Street and
sale, bus trips
Julia Avenue was Lee County’s first public library.
and other
fundraisers. The next plant between 2 and 4 p.m.
sale is on the ninth of
“This place has a lot of
March 2013.
local history,” said Nina
The preservation plan is Rigby, another club vice
due next July and will adpresident.
dress future uses of the
“Each item has its own
land and the building.
story,” added Sprague,
The museum sits on
who estimated the collecabout three-tenths of an
tion at around 700 items.
acre owned by the Alva
The building was built
Library Association, which around 1901 on land doleases it to the garden
nated by Capt. Peter Nelclub. The club meets there. son, the ship captain who
It’s open every Saturday
established Alva as Lee
See museum/photos...P4
from October through May

Important dates

Inside

Nov. 12: Alva Inc. general meeting. 7 p.m. Alva
Community Center. See “Learn about” on P2

Public comment on Alva plan…..Page 2

Nov. 13: Lee County Commission seats new
members. 9:30 a.m. Courthouse

Do not call …………………………….Page 4

Nov. 15 North Olga Community Planning
6 p.m. Bayshore Fire Station

North Olga development code..Page 5

ELECTION RECAP
Here are the winners from the
Nov. 6 general election who will
represent you at federal, state
and local levels.
President: Barack Obama
 U.S. Senator: Bill Nelson
 U.S. House Dist. 17: Tom
Rooney
 Florida Senate District 30: Lizbeth Benacquisto
 Sheriff: Mike Scott
 Tax Collector: Larry Hart
 County Commission District 1:
John Manning
 County Commission District 2:
Cecil Pendergrass
 County Commission District 3:
Larry Kiker
 County Commission District 5:
Frank Mann

More election photos on Page 6


Lee Memorial Health System
District 1: Steve Brown, Marilyn Stout
 Lee Memorial Health System
District 3: Sandy Cohen, David
Collins
 Lee Memorial Health System
District 5: Jessica Carter,
Stephanie Meyer
 Lee School Board District 2:
Jeanne Dozier
 Mosquito Control Area 1:
Melissa Dortch
 Constitutional amendments
Approved: Nos. 1, 9, 11
 Slot machines in Lee County:
Approved

Learn about Alva’s proposed development rules
On Monday, Nov. 12, 2012, the Board
of Directors of A Living Vision of Alva
(ALVA), Inc. together with community
planner, Jerry Murphy, will present an
overview of the
current draft of
the land development regulations proposed to
amend the Lee
County Land Development Code
(LDC) to implement the Alva
Community Plan.
Planner Jerry Murphy
The proposed
amendment addresses general requirements, transferable development rights, community-wide

development provisions, including permissible uses and lot types; other dimension and location requirements, and provisions for the Alva rural village, the historic core and Charleston Park. These
include street design, commercial and
residential design standards in the rural
village and provisions for public spaces.
The community is invited to review
these draft provisions online at the ALVA,
Inc. website: Draft Alva LDC Ammendments
If you are unable to attend the community meeting on Nov. 12 at 7 p.m. at the
Alva Community Center, you can provide
any comments to Community Planner
Jerry Murphy via email at this address:
jerry@murphyplanning.com.

@
www.Alvafl.org
You can:
Join Alva Inc.
Learn about Alva Inc.
Learn about Alva
Read the newsletter and minutes of
past board meetings
This newsletter is distributed free via
email. Subscribe by sending your address
to: rubydaniels@embarqmail.com

River reservoir plan might get
help from BP spill settlement
A state plan to protect the Caloosahatchee River may get help from a major
oil company, The News-Press reported in
October.
The money would come from the British
Petroleum settlement fund arising from
BP’s underwater well leak in 2010.
How much and when the money might
be available wasn’t known, but it’s bound
to help with the $580 million Everglades
Restoration Plan.
Part of the plan calls for an 11,000 acre
reservoir in Hendry County. The project
would store water released from Lake
0keechobee for release during the dry
season. Timed releases would help preserve the salinity and dissolved oxygen
levels need for a healthy river system.

An oxbow on the Caloosahatchee River photographed from the fishing deck at the Caloosahatchee Regional Park.

The reservoir will contain 170,000 acrefeet of water ranging from 15 to 25 feet
in depth when it is completed.
Four cells to store the water have been
built on the site, which is the former Berry Groves just east of the Lee County line.
The Caloosahatchee once meandered
through the countryside. But is was
dredged and straightened by the mid1960s.

Services Provided by

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

DBI Limousine: All occasions

Matthew Miller Tractors:

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming,
Excavating

Creek Land
239-728-5481

M & M Farms: Organic Soil,
plants and materials

M &M Horticulture: debris
removal

Tractors, Trailers

Residential * Commercial

mild to wild

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns,
Landscaping, ponds, waterfalls

Excellence in child care,
welfare,
and education
License: C20LE0055
Jim and Kelly Green, Owners
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East Lee - West Hendry County: Is Resurgence Over the Horizon?
The Lee Building Industry Association hosted a builder and
developer panel discussion recently (September 25). The forum guests reported a rebounding new homes market starting
in March of 2012.
Builders reported they have
since increased their bare-bone
prices, witnessed increased
sales and are initiating new
communities (or re-initiating
stalled communities). Activity
has been centered in north Collier, south Lee and Cape Coral.
Concerns stated included rising
land prices and anticipated
shortage of skilled subcontractors.
History informs us when south
and west Lee steam toward full
development, all eyes turn east.
In the past, developers invested
heavily in this delightful area
with the belief this is the next
(last?) area for Lee County de-

velopment as southern and
western Lee fills out.
The West Palm-Beach based
Kolter Group has purchased the
Verandah community residuals
from Bonita Bay Group. Kolter
plans to introduce a new custom
-builder group and its own home
sales by the end of the year.
The 1,400-acre golf community
borders the Orange River.
Jacksonville-based Greenpointe Holdings recently acquired the River Hall golf community. With a current planned
buildout of 2,000 homes, they
are seeking approval for an additional 1,000 homes.
Cascades at River Hall was
purchased by Pinnacle Development Group in 2010 after Levitt
and Sons exited the market.
The remaining 450+ homesites
are now offered for sale as a
package.

The Caloosa Preserve gated
riverfront subdivision further
east is sparsely populated yet
underpinned by individual investors/lot owners, waiting for anticipated market appreciation.
The Caloosa Oaks 110-acre
riverfront property, previously
approved for development, recently sold (bank sale) to an astute investor at a price below
those of 1989 riverfront acreage.
Further to the east near
Clewiston, there is an effort underway to create a major air cargo hub, offloading the overcrowded Miami Airport for more
passenger traffic. U.S. Sugar
and other stakeholders are in
the process of acquiring the
county-owned airport
(scheduled to occur before yearend) for the enterprise. If the
plans come to fruition, it will be
an economic driver with impacts

“I cannot say whether things will get better if we change; what I can say is they must
change if they are to get better.” _ George C. Lichtenberg, German Scientist, 1742-1799.
Jim Green, Broker
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Museum
County’s first platted community.
The building was erected for the Rev.
G.T. Raymond and later became Alva
Methodist Church’s first Sunday school.
The old Owanita Chapel was added on
in 1967.
The museum was started in 1978. The
collection grew as locals emptied their
closets. The collection features clothing,
furniture, tools, ancient bones from the
Caloosahatchee River, Alva high School
trophies and Indian artifacts.
But before that the building was Lee
County’s first public library.
“It all started when libraries came
down from Boston,” Rigby explained. A
book club was started by Esther B. Hovey, a retired librarian from Boston. Her
books were kept at Nelson’s home.
A frequent visitor, Charles A. Dean,
heard about the need for a library in
1908, put up $250 and challenged the
community to match it, according to
the late Charles Foster’s book, “The
Benevolent Dane,” about Nelson. The
library opened in June 1909 and had a
grand opening celebration on July 4.

A dugout canoe and examples
of shells found in the Alva
area (top) and an ancestor of
today’s microsized music devices can be found at the Alva
Museum (top left)
Address: Pearl Street and
Julia Avenue
Hours: 2-4 p.m., Saturdays,
October through May
Caretaker: Alva Garden Club

Free “do not call “ listing services now available
The Lee County Sheriff Office reminds you that you can discourage telephone contacts from salespeople and others by signing up for the state’s “do not call list.” Call
1-800-HELP-FLA or go to www.FLDNC.com.
A national list is also is available at 888-382-1222 or www.donotcall.gov

Tad Miller
Broker Associate
West Coast Realty Inc.
239.281.6692
tm@tadmiller.us

North Olga group begins working on development plan
Discussions exploring how to regulate
future growth in the North Olga area began Oct. 17 at a meeting of the North
Olga Community Planning board.
Refinements to the Lee County Land
Development Code should be done
around 2014, according to Alexis Crespo,
a planning consultant working with the
planning community. Additional public
input sessions are planned for this and
coming months.
“We’re going to develop regulations on
how the land can be developed,” Crespo
said. “We’re going to be exploring what
makes us different and how we’d like to
see the community develop over time.”
Community codes already are in place
in six areas of Lee County. Alva Inc., is
working on a code and hopes to present
it soon to the Lee County Commission for
its approval.
Recently the North Olga community
mailed a survey to 430 property owners
asking for their opinion on a variety of
planning topics. About 40 surveys were
returned, which Crespo said is in the
range of expected returns for a mailed
survey.

Gateway to North Olga: Could there be commercial uses at North River Road and S.R. 31
someday? Planners are holding a series of public discussions for residents and property
owners to find out what they think before recommending changes to the development
code. The next discussion is at 6 p.m. Nov. 15 the Bayshore Fire Station.

Those who participated in the Oct. 17
discussion brainstormed about infrastructure, the things that make North Olga a
special place and environmental challenges in the community. The results of those
discussions, the survey and from future
public sessions will be used to write the
land development code regulations.
Here is the schedule of public workshops for developing the North Olga plan.

How to stay in touch with Alva Inc.

The workshops will be held at 6 p.m. at
the Bayshore Fire Station.
Nov. 15: Review survey results
Jan. 17: Discuss which development
applications should be brought to North
Olga’s attention and be discussed at a
public meeting
Feb. 21: Consider the types of businesses that should or shouldn’t be allowed in
North Olga

Transitions


North Olga resident Don Adams announced Oct. 8 that he will retire from
his job as chief of the Lehigh Acres Fire
Control & Rescue District. Adams said he
wants to focus more on his faith and
family.



North Olga cattle rancher and volunteer
Linnie M. Carry passed Oct. 19 at age 83.
She helped out with the hospital auxiliary and the First United Methodist thrift
store when not touring the country in
her motor home with Glenn O. Cary, her
husband of 64 years.

1. Attend Alva Inc.’s public meetings on the second Monday of the
month, 7 p.m. at the Alva Community Center
2. Read the full Alva Inc. newsletter online at www.alvafl.org.
3. Subscribe to the full email version. It’s easy. Just send your email address to rubydaniels@embarqmail.com
4. Send newsletter ideas, items and photos to: ruanedon@aol.com. The
deadline for inclusion in the next newsletter is the 15th of each month.

Mother of God House of Prayer
Spiritual Renewal Center, Alva, Florida
Spiritual Direction * Retreats * Group Presentations
17880 CYPRESS RD * ALVA, FL 33920
(239)728-3614 * FAX (239) 728-3760

moghop@embarqmail.com www.moghop.com

www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

Election Day at Precinct 1
Early morning voters needed more than an hour to cast their ballots at the Alva
Community Center. By 4 p.m. the line was much shorter. Early afternoon rain
dampened the precinct, but not voter enthusiasm.

Clockwise from the top: The voting line outside the
Alva Community Center, proud voter Russell Johnston,
voters patiently wait, The News-Press reporter Laura
Ruane tweeting by the seniors baseball field, the
North River Road parking lot

