March 2013

Important dates








March 5: State Legislature 2013
session begins
March 9: Alva Garden Club plant
and bake sale, strawberry shortcake 9 a.m.—1 p.m., Alva Museum
March 11: Alva Inc. general
meeting 7 pm. Alva Community
Center
March 12: Lee County School Board
to pick name for merged Alva Middle and Elementary schools, 6 p.m.
March 20: Spring begins
March 21: North Olga Planning
Panel, 6 p.m. Bayshore Fire Station
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Quick notes
1. Send newsletter items to
ruanedon@aol.com
2. 2013 dues are due. See Alvafl.org
for rates and membership details.
Mail dues to Ruby Daniels, P.O. Box
2022, Alva, Fl 33920

“The Alva School” landslide choice
Ramblers want to pass on the past’s values
A historic corps of former students and others
overwhelmingly voted
Feb. 4 to name the merging elementary and middle schools “The Alva
School” when the union is
sealed this summer.
The middle school auditorium, where about 65
people gathered to settle
on a recommendation for
the Lee County School
Board to consider, also
roared approval of a motion declaring Ramblers
the school’s nickname and
mascot.
The powerful display of
their desire for historic
continuity and traditional
values taught there and
the former Alva High
School closed with a
strong unified voice singing the alma mater.
The recommendation is

“The Alva School” draws a crowd of supporters during a Feb. 4
meeting to recommend a name for the school created by the
upcoming merger of the elementary and middle schools

People used stickers to chose
one of 36 suggested names. The
winner is at left; the runnerup
above

scheduled for a vote by
12 in Fort Myers.
the school board during its
See Name Page 2
6 p.m. meeting on March

Alva’s Alma Mater
Far beneath the Florida pine trees
‘Neath a sky so blue
There’s a band of jolly Ramblers
Loyal sports and true
And to Alva we will ever
True and loyal be
And we’ll always praise and honor
Alva, here’s to thee
Ray Brotbeck’s class ring highlights the Ramblers
nickname and symbol. Rosa-Mary McCoy (top
right) and Sherma Owens (bottom right) cast votes
for “The Alva School.”

Name
Alva at one time had a school on each
side of the Caloosahatchee River. Once a
bridge was built in the early 1900s the
schools were consolidated on the north
side. The land was donated by Capt. Peter
Nelson, who first platted the area.
A high school served the community
until the school district opened Riverdale
High School in the early 1970s. Here’s a
sample of what long-time residents said:
“The schools out here were built by the
people of Alva.” — Jim English, born in a

house by the Caloosahatchee River.
“We weren't very smart to let them
take away our high school. We are the
Alva Ramblers. We are Alva. We have
been a school since 1880.” — Rosa-Mary.
McCoy, a 71-year resident of Alva.
“I’m honored to be a part of Alva
school history.” — Stan Wise on the
schools’ pioneer pride in forming family
values, good memories and friendships.
“There’s too much generic out there.
This is important.” — Ray Brotbeck, who

wore his 1973 Alva High class ring and
who said the community is passing something of itself to its children in the school.
“I remember being taught to be responsible and respectful,” — Ruby Daniels, who attended Alva schools from first
through twelfth grade and then became a
teacher at the elementary school.
”This was a community school and
that’s why I still live here.” — Jimmy Whitney, who wants to share the traditions
with his daughter.

Alva Elementary art teacher welds her inspiration and metal
Tracy Loso is the new art teacher at
Alva Elementary and she
brings with her a wealth of
knowledge and experience
to share with her students.
They are brainstorming
ideas for their participation in the annual “Art in
the Garden” exhibit at the
Loso
Edison and Ford Winter
Estates. The exhibit premiers Sunday,
April 7 from 2-4 p.m. The exhibit will be
on display until May 17.
Tad Miller

When she is not teaching art, Mrs. Loso Myers for Artwalk on the first Friday of
is busy making art at home. She considers every month from 6-10 p.m.
herself an abstract expressionist painter
and welder of steel sculptures. Her largest
source of inspiration comes from the
painter Jackson Pollock.
Mrs. Loso’s artwork is currently on display at Enjewel located in downtown Fort
Myers. She recently completed two pieces
she was commissioned to make. She
Residential * Commercial
offers home installation for her patrons.
She encourages everyone who has not
Creek Land * 239-728-5481
done so already to visit downtown Fort
Services Provided by

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and materials

M &M Horticulture: debris removal

DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to wild

239.281.6692

Matthew Miller Tractors:

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

tm@tadmiller

Tractors, Trailers

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping,

Broker Associate
West Coast Realty Inc.

Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

ponds, waterfalls

Alva students show
their research skills
at Edison science fair

Distracted driving bill
concerns Caldwell

Hundreds of students from
schools across Lee County,
including the four at right
from Alva Middle School,
filled Alico Arena on Feb. 2
with their science projects.
Upstairs, there was a
roomful of inventions thought
up by elementary students.
Some $900,000 in scholarships to FGCU, Edison State
College and Hodges University were up for grabs by the
young scientists.
Students earned the right
to participate in the science
fair by performing well in
competitions at their schools.
Some 400 students were in
the science fair and about
300 in the inventors event.

Jordan
Trimmer
6th Grade
Studied to
see if she
could get more
candy for the
same money
by making it at
home. Jordan
and her mom
made rock
candy and
compared the
batch to a bag
of rock candy
from Cracker
Barrel. Homemade is best.

Ashylynn
Brandsetter
7th Grade
Ashylynn studied gas additives
to determine
which is best.
Using a generator to test different brands by
seeing how long
the engine ran,
she determined
Advanced Auto
Parts had the
best product.
Ashylynn said
she enjoys studying motors.

Jonathan
Hodges
7th Grade
Jonathan determined cow
manure mixed
with water and
bananas produces more
methane than if
carrots or just
plain water was
mixed with the
manure. The
finding could
help farmers
improve the fuel
efficiency of
their machinery.

Coleton
Taylor
6th Grade
When it’s
really cold and
you want a
wood that
produces a lot
of heat look for
oak to burn.
Coleton tested
woods with
the help of a
digital laser
thermometer
and determined oak
burned the
hottest.

River Hall Elementary, Alva Middle and Riverdale High each produced a winner during the
Thomas A. Edison-Kiwanis Regional Science and Inventors Fair. They were Alexander Wyatt, Ella
Bundy, Jacob Anderson, Liam Hughes and Grace Ryan of River Hall, Trevor Altman of Alva and
Travis Edwards of Riverdale.

Land development code changes now on Alvafl.org
The final draft of the proposed land development code for Alva is posted and availableon Alvafl.org for public review. Look under the
“Documents” section to find the plan.
The amendment describes how Alva’s rural
nature can be preserved through land use,
commercial design standards and other practices. The amendment must be approved by
the Lee County Commission before it can become part of the county’s comprehensive plan.
Proposed features of the code include:







A provision allowing the transfer of development rights in rural and open areas
Support for the county and local organizations to work together to establish a
riverwalk along Broadway and High streets
to stress the Caloosahatchee River’s importance.
Descriptions of uses allowed in different
parts off Alva.
Commercial design standards intended
to maintain the ambiance of Alva.

Mother of God House of Prayer
Spiritual Renewal Center
Spiritual Direction * Retreats * Group Presentations
17880 CYPRESS RD * ALVA, FL 33920
(239)728-3614 * FAX (239) 728-3760

A bill to outlaw texting
while driving needs to be enforceable and address other
distracting activities, State
Rep. Matt Caldwell’s aide Terry Miller told Alva Inc. mem
bers in February.
Caldwell’s focus during the
2013 session,
which begins
March 5, will be
on education
Caldwell
and how the
state handles the surplus of
funds anticipated for the next
state budget.
Miller also said he would
contact the state transportation department to find out if
the traffic signal at Broadway
and Palm Beach Boulevard can
be left on the full red, green,
yellow cycle instead of being
used as a flashing signal for
part of each day.

River Hall on alert
Two pending cases would add
1,000 homes to River Hall.
Residents are worried about
more traffic, impacts on police,
fire and emergency medical services, Olga Creek drainage and
the character of the community.
GreenPointe Communities of
Jacksonville is asking for zoning
and land use map changes. The
case numbers are DCI 201300003 and CPA 2012-00001. Both

can be tracked online at
www.lee-county.com through
the Department of Community Development’s E-Connect
service. Hearings are pending.

FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY

Local pantries help scores of people every week
Al Brislain, president and CEO of the
Harry Chapin Food Bank thanked the parishioners of St. Vincent DePaul Catholic
Church for their generosity during the
recent Hunger Walk, which raised about
$300,000.
The parish raised nearly $60,000,
which will help to support its Our Lady’s
Cupboard food pantry plus the pantry at
two elementary schools during the coming year. Many Alva residents attend the
parish and the schools _ Manatee and
Orange River elementaries.
Such generosity helps the needy,
many of whom are in need of help
through know fault of their own., Brislain
said.
The parish estimates its pantry and the
two schools feed about 1,000 people a
month.
Our Lady’s Pantry is open from 10 to
noon on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. It only distributes food and accepts
donations of nonperishable food items.
For more information, call the pantry at
239-694-3985
St. Vincent’s is not the only pantry in

Volunteers unload a food delivery for Our Lady’s Cupboard pantry at St. Vincent DePaul Catholic Church.

the area.
The Alva United Methodist runs one
on Wednesdays from 9 a.m. To 1 p.m.
from its Bethany House at 21330 North
River Road. Call 728-2277 for details.
The Charleston Park Neighborhood
Association also has one at 2541 Charleston Park Drive. It’s open 10 a.m. to noon
on the second and fourth Tuesdays each

In passing
A memorial service was held Feb. 16 for former North Olga Community Planning
Panel member Thomas E. Mulling. His son, Tom, is a member of the panel today.
Mulling also contributed to the community as a member of the Fort Myers Rebels
and the Ole Timers Antique Club. He served in the Army’s 101st Airborne Division and
worked 37 years for Florida Power and Light. Mulling died Dec. 11 in Maryville, Tenn.

Excellence in child care,
welfare,
and education
www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

License: C20LE0055
Jim and Kelly Green, Owners

month. Call 728-889 5 for details.
The Alva and Charleston Park pantries
also work with Harry Chapin.
Clients must present ID with an address and IDs for each member of their
family.
To volunteer or make a donation to
Harry Chapin Food Bank call 239-3347007 or visit harrychapinfoodbank.org

North Olga Planning Panel
talks about land uses
Work began Feb. 21 to develop a
list of uses allowed on North Olga
property when its land development
code is adopted by Lee County.
Participants at the North Olga
Community Planning Panel meeting
rated the desirability of bed and
breakfasts, marinas, home-based
businesses, outdoor activities and
school buildings. The process will
resume at the panel’s. March 21
meeting, 7 at 6 p.m. in the Bayshore
Fire District’s headquarters.

Creative students shine
at Fort Myers ArtFest

An award winner by Riverdale students Olga Ineda, Matthania
Delice and Alicia Munroe

Rocklyn Turano, Riverdale High School

Katheryne Young, Mariner High School.
Young is a student of North Olga resident and art teacher Steve Frank.

Brenda Garcia, Riverdale High School

Craft fair in park
celebrates community
The annual craft fair attracted 35 exhibitors to the
Alva Community Park on Feb. 2, including James
Aber, and his miniature structures at right. Aber of
Fort Myers said he uses patterns and builds more
than one item at a time. Also on sale were fabric
items and jewelry.

OPINION
By Jim Green
of Jim Green Realty

Government web sites make data easy to find

We not only live in
paradise, we also are
blessed with an information-age local government that provides
at least as much real
estate information as
we can absorb.
We with real estate
interests frequently visit
www.leepa.org, an excellent site paid
for by your tax dollars and managed
by the Lee County Property Appraiser.
Information on properties includes
sales, appraisals, exemption information, aerials, and historical data.
The aerial geographic information
system provides a county tour from on
high, including clear photography with
available zoning and future land use
overlays. Curious about flood zones?
Commissioner district boundaries? Zip
codes? Schools? It’s all there and
more.
The site will also link you to
www.leeclerk.org, the Lee Clerk repository for official records. Here you
can look for your long lost deed or
subdivision plat. You can check for

Better streets on
March agenda
Ann Pierce and Margaret Banyan of
BikeWalkLee will talk about Complete
Streets and Living Streets at Alva Inc.’s
public membership meeting 7 p.m.
March 11 at Alva Community Center.

Complete Streets are designed
and operated to enable safe, attractive, and comfortable access and
travel for all users.
Living Streets provide a public
space for people to meet and enjoy
local social and economic activities.
Pierce and Banyan are steering
committee members of BikeWalk–
Lee. Pierce also is on the Lee County Community Sustainability Advisory Committee. Banyan teaches at
FGCU and directs the Center for
Public and Social Policy.

ally paying the delinquent taxes for the
property owner in exchange for a
OPINIONS
competitive bid rate of return (interest)
Opinions published in the Alva Inc.
on the investment. After two years, a
newsletter are those of the author and
tax deed auction may take place on
not necessarily those of Alva Inc.
the property.
Send your views to newsletter editor
Part of one’s research in deciding
Don Ruane at ruanedon@aol.com by the
where to buy a home may consider
15th of each month to have them consafety and crime activity. The site
sidered for the next issue.
www.sheriffleefl.org contains an activity map displaying reported crimes in a
given area.
“interest” in your property by another The Lee Board of County Commisthe court docket of civil filings includes sioners’ site is www.lee-county.com.
property-related cases. Such cases
The list of information opportunities is
typically start with a filing of a notice
quite long. You can monitor commisthe ownership of property is the subsioner, Local Planning Agency and
ject of a legal controversy and that
Land Development Code Advisory
anyone who purchases it takes it sub- Council activities. The Community
ject to any claims. Feel like rolling the Development Department pages indice at auction? On-line bidding is
form you on community planning, zonavailable on both foreclosure auctions ing and the permitting process. You
and tax deed auctions.
can track zoning and comprehensive
You can check on and pay your
plan proposals on line. Want to know
property taxes at the Lee County Tax if your property has an open building
Collector site www.leetc.com as well
permit or code violation? Check out
as bid on tax certificates. A tax certifi- on the community development page.
cate is a first lien against a property
Our thanks go to the elected offioffered by the county when taxes are cials and staff that provide these exunpaid. The certificate holder is actu- cellent information tools.

ALVA GARDEN CLUB

PLANT
SALE
STRAWBERRY SHORTCAKE,
On sale: Strawberries, veggies, pies, cookies, books

SATURDAY - MARCH 9, 2013
9:00 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M.

ALVA MUSEUM
21420 East Pearl Street, ALVA
BENEFITING THE ALVA MUSEUM
CALL NINA FOR DIRECTIONS: 239-728-3180

