Thanks to you __ Neighbors, friends, Publix, Winn-Dixie, Aris Horticulture and others
Garden Club plant sale nets $5,200 for Museum renovations. Firefighters’ cookout raises $700 for gear.

April 2013

Margaret Banyan and Ann
Pierce (right) of
BikeWalkLee talk
about the safety
goals of the
Complete Streets
program.

Important dates




April 8: Alva Inc. general meeting, 7
p.m. Alva Community Center
April 18: North Olga Community
Planning Panel, 6 p.m. Bayshore
Fire Station
April 22: Earth Day—Keep Alva
Green

Important reads


See Alvafl.org to read the proposed
land development code for Alva or
past newsletters and minutes of the
board of directors
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BikeWalkLee: Be persistent for safer roads
Local residents should identify the
ways to make their streets safer and then
pursue changes with decision makers for
the community, speakers from
BikeWalkLee said during the March Alva
Inc. meeting.
What needs to be done in rural areas
will be different than in urban areas, said
Margaret Banyan, a member of BikeWalk

Lee’s steering committee. Goals for safe
streets should be included in community
plans, Banyan said.
Banyan and Ann Pierce, also of the
committee, spoke to about a dozen people about the Complete Streets program
and how it is changing the way design
engineers think about roads. Pedestrians
See Safer Roads ….. Page 2

Quick notes
1. Send newsletter items to
ruanedon@aol.com
2. 2013 dues are due. See Alvafl.org
for rates and membership details.
Mail dues to Ruby Daniels, P.O. Box
2022, Alva, Fl 33920.
Checks should be made out to:
A Living Vision of Alva

Alva Inc. President Ruby
Daniels reads to Alva Elementary School students on
March 1, Read Across America Day. “Grandpa” John
Dias dressed as The Cat in
The Hat for the occasion.
More photos page 3

Land code almost ready for final reviews
After a few more revisions
the proposed code to guide
development in Alva will be
screened by three growth
management committees and
then forwarded to the Lee
County Commission for a vote,
planning consultant Jerry Murphy said.
Alva Inc. hopes to have the
land development code
amendments adopted by August for inclusion in Lee County’s Comprehensive Land Use
plan.
Murphy is the planning
consultant retained by Alva
Inc. to handle the technical
rewrite of the code.
Alva could have as many as

24,000 housing units at
buildout, or around the year
2035, under the present code.
The proposed code would limit the number of housing units
by allowing property owners to
sell the right to
develop a unit on
their land to a
developer, who
would transfer
the development
right to property
Murphy
elsewhere. The
property owner who sold the
development rights would not
be allowed to build any more
houses on his land but he
could have agricultural uses,

according to Murphy.
The plan also establishes a
rural village in the area around
the Post Office and public
schools and retail zones on the
southside of the Caloosahatchee River.
The proposed code must be
reviewed by the Land Development Code Advisory Committee, Executive Regulatory
Oversight Committee and the
Local Planning Agency before
it goes to the county commission for a vote.
The public can read the
proposed code on AlvaFl.org.
A separate but similar land
use development code is being
prepared for North Olga.

What does
“a rural life”
mean to you?
Do you ever get the feeling
our public officials really
don’t get what it means to
live a rural life? So let’s tell
them!
Send us your definition of
rural life in 50 to 100 words,
or a photo, and we’ll share
them with local and state
officials in the May newsletter. Send items by April 20
to:
Newsletter editor, 18180
Fichter Creek Lane, Alva, Fl
33920 or by email to
ruanedon@aol.com

Safer Roads
and bicyclists are getting more
consideration after a history of
planning that focused on automobiles, they said.
“Pedestrians have literally
been designed out of the picture,” Banyan said. Only about
10 percent of children walk to
school anymore, she said.
Alva Inc. President Ruby
Daniels said Alva needs sidewalks on Broadway for children
who walk to and from school.
“We don’t always want to
make streets faster,” Banyan
said. “Streets need to be safe
and there are very many ways
to make streets safe.”
The Complete Streets approach stresses connections
between residential, parks retail and other areas.

This Feb. 11 crash in front of the Handy Store at Palm Beach Boulevard and Broadway resulted in
nonlife threatening injuries.

A river walk along High
Street and other paths in the
center of Alva could connect
the Post Office area with other
parts, Pierce said.

The program incorporates
the use of wide sidewalks, bicycle lanes, marked crosswalks
designed for people with disabilities and safe places for people to stop while crossing multilane streets .
BikeWalkLee is a coalition
of 45 groups that are involved
in transportation issues. The
group can be a resource for
Alva Inc., Banyan said.

Services Provided by

Residential * Commercial
Creek Land
239-728-5481

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and materials

M &M Horticulture: debris removal

DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to wild

Matthew Miller Tractors:

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

Tractors, Trailers

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping,

Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

ponds, waterfalls

Gadzooks! It’s Dr. Seuss

Alva Elem celebrates childrens author in costume on Read Across America Day
Seventeen volunteers took time out of their daily schedules to read to children on March 1. Here’s what kindergarten teacher Erica Smith, who organized the event, had to say about the effort:

“I believe this will impact the rest of their school year in a positive way. It also taught them that we use reading in our everyday lives even as we get older and are not in a school setting.”

Parent Jennifer Mathews reads to a kindergarten class

Alva Elementary Principal Lynn Edward and staff dressed up for the
day to promote reading.

Retired principal Alan Humfleet with his beginning readers
Principal Lynn Edward’s fashion statement

Virginia Boney’s
first graders posed
after hearing a story
about an ibis and an
alligator.
Reading day organizer Erica Smith
(left) confers with
reader former River
Hall Elementary principal Alan Humfleet.

North Olga planners look at uses for land
Imagine a dude ranch in North Olga
and you’ll get an idea of the choices facing the North Olga Community Planning
Panel as it refines its land use code.
The panel met March 21 with consultant Alexis Crespo and eight others to talk
about what kind of land uses should be
allowed and where they might go. No
definite decisions were made. Crespo said
she’ll write some of the code using the
ideas raised during the session.
The group talked about bed and breakfasts that might include stables and horses for riding in nearby parks. They also
talked about how a marina might be allowed near the State Road 31 bridge and
possibly include a bait shop and restaurant.
Also discussed where small businesses
operating out of a home. Professionals
such as attorneys or architects should be
allowed to have one or two employees
work from their homes.
They considered allowing a small engine repair or cabinet shop in the rural
area if the work is inside a building.
The proposed code will have to pass

through county advisory committees and
be approved by the Lee County Commission. A decision is months away.
The panel meets again at 6 p.m. April
18 at the Bayshore fire station. The
meeting is open to the public.
Presentations on county plans to create a commercial zone at State Road 31
and North River Road and on the county’s
future land use plan are scheduled for
that meeting.

Alva’s never far away
This orange packing crate label is part of
a display of labels at the Florida Museum of
History in Tallahassee.
The museum is located behind the capital building on Bronough Street.
Labels fell out of use as the harvesting
and processing steps became more mechanized.

This new sign next to State Road 31 at
Bayshore Road was donated by North Olga businessman Mike Greenwell. He also is a member of
the North Olga Community Planning Panel.

Mother of God House of Prayer
Spiritual Renewal Center
Spiritual Direction * Retreats * Group Presentations
17880 CYPRESS RD * ALVA, FL 33920
(239)728-3614 * FAX (239) 728-3760

Excellence in child care,
welfare,
and education
www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

License: C20LE0055
Jim and Kelly Green, Owners

Riverdale student back
in statewide competition
Riverdale Raider Travis Edwards, went
to Lakeland in March to compete in the
Science and Engineering Fair of Florida.
His environmental science project won
third place in that division.
It’s a topic that’s brought him recognition before.
He received honorable mention in
2010 and finished fourth last year in the
environmental sciences division.
Fair organizers expected 865 projects
by 925 students in grades 6-8 and high
school.
Travis is one of 29 students from the
Thomas Alva Edison—Kiwanis Science
Fair to advance to the state competition
and the only student from a northeast
Lee County school.

